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Squeezed by life’s challenges, 
we’re forced to ask the ques-
tion, “Can I do it?” The slop-

piness of others makes us beware. 
Our own past failures teach us to 
shy away from important work; we 
doubt ourselves. Present struggles 
disappoint us. Will the future be too 
hard to handle?
 In my last month of high school, I 
signed up for a high-jumping contest. 
As the bar kept being raised, con-
testants were eliminated when they 
failed to jump over it. Finally, only 
two of us were left: one tall girl and 
I. “Can I do it?” The question bit at 
my enthusiasm, but I decided to give 
it my best. Somehow, I succeeded. 
She did too. But in the next round, 
I failed and she won. Surprisingly, 
her victory didn’t bother me. I was 
thrilled to do more than I thought I 
could. Later, she congratulated me. 
I had the feeling I had forced her to 
jump higher than usual too.
 It’s not a sign of weakness to wonder 
if we can do something challenging. 
We are limited human beings who 
often fail, or find that we can’t handle 
certain things very well. It’s normal to 
wonder if we are capable. But don’t let 
your doubts stop you from trying.
 How many things in life challenge 
us to the bone! Some things are just 
too hard? Yet, we know it can be done. 
The success of others encourages us. 
But sometimes there is no one else. 
It’s us or nobody. Never forget this: 
God has a habit of standing with the 
weak and the scared, and helping 
them to succeed.
 Moses wondered if he could ade-
quately lead the Israelites, 
offering God plenty of excuses 
why he couldn’t (Exodus 3-4). 
The man who thought he 
couldn’t speak publicly spoke 
to the most powerful head 
of state of his day, and suc-
ceeded. He led Israel until his 
death over 40 years later.
 Cowering in a winepress, 
Gideon was called to lead 
the nation against invading 
armies. Sputtering of his 

inexperience and lowly family, God’s 
angel called him a “valiant warrior” 
(Judges 6). God looked at what Gideon 
would become, not what he was. He 
stood with a weak man, gave him a 
weak-looking crowd to help him, and 
success resulted.
 Jeremiah thought he was too young 
to become a prophet (Jeremiah 1:6). 
God said this was nonsense and prom-
ised to protect him. He looked like a 
nobody, too young and inexperienced. 
How could he face the old guard of 
Judah? Haven’t you ever worried if 
people will listen to you? That thought 
soon became as nothing. He went on 
to preach for over 40 years. Later, 
his bravery and persistence were so 
legendary, many of the Jews thought 
Jesus was Jeremiah all over again! 
(Matthew 16:14). Let God’s words 
to Jeremiah always encourage our 
doubting souls, “Do not be afraid of 
them, for I am with you to deliver you, 
declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 1:8). 
This lonely prophet who went through 
horrors and converted few, is now an 
inspiration to every preacher.
 Moses, Gideon, Jeremiah and a host 
of others asked themselves, “Can I do 
it?” God stood with them all. Each of 
them took a deep breath and went 
ahead. All of them succeeded. Never 
let your own self-doubts keep you 
from obeying God.
 The greatest work of all was handed 
to the twelve apostles, “Go therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations.” 
(Matthew 28:18-20). How could a 
group of twelve men do it? It’s such 
a huge task! They trusted in a new 
fact, and in a new promise that Jesus 

included with his world-encompassing 
charge. The new fact was that Jesus 
had been given “all authority in heav-
en and on earth.” The new promise 
was that Jesus would be “with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 
His authority to rule the nations would 
open doors for them to do their work. 
His promise to be with them always 
gave them confidence they were really 
not alone.
 How are we going to spread the 
gospel during 2009 right here in 
our own communities, let alone the 
whole burgeoning world of over 6.5 
billion people? We’ve barely reached 
all ten Canadian provinces and three 
territories! How can we plant new 
congregations in the host of communi-
ties where they are needed? How are 
we going to defeat sin and temptation 
in our lives? How are we going to get 
over big disappointments and cruel 
circumstances? How are we going 
to get along with other Christians 
smoothly so the church can grow 
and develop?
 We aren’t the first to ask these ques-
tions. We won’t be the last to won-
der whether or not we are capable. 
Remember the great men and women 
of Biblical history. Read Hebrews 11 
and exult in their successes. All of 
them were mere human beings with 
faults and failures. They succeeded in 
the times and places where God called 
them to accomplish what seemed 
impossible.
 What big challenges are you fac-
ing in 2009? We can’t do it on our 
own, but we can succeed by trusting 
in Jesus and His help. He has all 

authority in this world, the 
very world into which He 
sends us. He is with us every 
day, right to the end, giving us 
courage, energy, grit. We’re 
weak, He’s strong. We can’t, 
He can. We wonder, “Why 
me?” He says, “Because I can 
help you do it!”
 Don’t just ask if we can do it; 
turn the question into a state-
ment: “WE CAN DO IT!”

Edmonton, AB

We Can Do It!
Tim Johnson

NOTICE
All materials for publication must 
be in the hands of the editors by 
the tenth (10) day of the month 
preceding the date of issue. Date of 
issue is the first of each month.
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The Apostle Paul defined the 
Gospel as the death, burial and 
resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 

15:1-2). Hundreds of witnesses con-
firm these historic happenings (1 Cor. 
15:5-7). 
 The three events form the core of 
the redemptive story wherein the Lord 
Jesus Christ won a victory over death 
and the Devil. By His ascension the 
risen Christ, now seated in heaven at 
the Father’s right hand, has switched 
His redemptive activities from the 
past earthly phase to His continuing 
saving role, administered from the 
Throne on high.
 About a thousand years before the 
ascension, the psalmist David proph-
esied our Lord’s return to the Father’s 
right hand in glory. This prophecy is 
quoted more than any other by the 
New Testament writers. We read it 
first in Psalm 110:1: “The Lord says 
to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, until 
I make Thine enemies a footstool for 
Thy feet.’” 
 What a blessed assurance that the 
risen Christ is alive and working with 
authority in our behalf! 
 In our present period of “doom and 
gloom”, where wars and rumors of 
wars are a daily diet for the media, 
some sensitive souls fear. As the world 
enters into an economic meltdown, 
many grieve as they see their life sav-
ings reduced or gone completely while 
others see the jobs they depended 
on in jeopardy. Governments admit 
to dire apprehension and seek great 

sums of money to bail out their econo-
mies. That’s fine if they can make it 
work. But what can the individual 
Christian do in the face of such huge 
problems? 
 The contemporary hymn-writer J.G. 
Gaither wrote the beautiful exclama-
tion of faith, “Because He Lives”, with 
a chorus that radiates hope and con-
fidence in the knowledge that we do 
indeed have a risen, living Lord: 
 “Because He lives, I can face 
tomorrow; 
 Because He lives, all fear is gone;
Because I know He holds the 
future,
 And life is worth the living just 
because He lives.”
 Yes, our Lord lives and is the Source 
of confidence in the life of a Christian. 
The Apostle John, near the end of the 
first century, gave a strong statement 
concerning the truth that Christ is our 
Mediator and an Advocate Who inter-
cedes for us with the Father, “My dear 
children, I write this to you so that 
you will not sin. But if anybody does 
sin, we have One Who speaks to the 
Father in our defense—Jesus Christ 
the Righteous One”  (1 John  2:1).
 Similarly, the Apostle Paul wrote a 
stirring challenge to any enemy who 
would seek to spoil the Christian’s 
confidence in Christ’s intercession: 
“Who is he that condemns? Christ 
Jesus Who died—more than that, 
Who was raised to life—is at the right 
hand of God and is interceding for us” 
(Romans 8:4).

 Dangers of devastating atomic 
warfare lurk continuously in the 
background of the modern world. 
Economic hardship may remove our 
retirement savings or our job. Disease 
or accident may ravage our body. Our 
great and only source of assurance 
comes from the knowledge that these 
threats are all of the world and that 
they will pass.
 Christians live by faith and trust in 
the promise of better things, made 
possible by the death, burial and 
resurrection of our Lord. An anony-
mous writer writer has summed up 
our challenge in an apparent analogy 
to the incident where Christ dealt 
with fearful disciples in an open boat 
with a storm raging around them 
(Mark 4:39-40):
 “Sometimes the Lord calms the 
storm;
  Sometimes He calms the child.” 
 Our challenge in all of life’s storms 
is to keep the faith and let God take 
care of the storms. The risen Christ 
still lives and still keeps His promises 
to those who are storm-tossed. “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, today 
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).

References:
W.G. Gaither: “Songs of the Church” 
NIV New Testament
Billy Graham: anonymous quotation in 
“Hope for the Troubled Heart”

St. Catharines, ON

Because He Lives
Roy D. Merritt

Now on 
CHNU JOYTV, Channel 10 
covering Vancouver, Victoria 
and the Fraser Valley 
Friday mornings at 8:00 local time
website: keytothekingdom.ca
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One of the first questions children 
learn to ask is “Why?” It is one of 
the most important questions that 

can be asked. “Why” goes beyond a request 
for simple information. It forms the basis for 
scientific inquiry. It seeks to know the reason 

or explanation for something. It represents a search for 
greater understanding. However, as people get older, 
they seem to forget to ask it. Perhaps they have settled 
into the routine, accepted the way things happen or have 
even lost their curiosity. 
 Regardless, we need to keep asking, “Why?” We may 
be surprised at what we discover.
 The Sunday activity that we call a “worship service” 
offers a good example. Have you ever asked, “Why?” (not 
from a sense of defiant rejection, but rather from the 
desire to gain understanding). We know, from Scripture, 
that the early church assembled together and that we are 
commanded not to “forsake the assembly.” We understand 
from Scripture and history that the Lord’s Supper was 
a focal point for this gathering. We’ve been taught (and 
have taught) the “five acts of worship” for this time: sing-
ing, Lord’s Supper, prayer, teaching and giving. For some 
people, that’s the end of it—that’s all the reason we need. 
But perhaps there is more that should be asked.
 Over the past several years, much discussion has 
occurred around the subject of worship. At the very least, 
this discussion has revealed a wide range of views. For 
example, should it be a time of quiet reverence or a time 
for celebration? For some churches, the Sunday morning 
worship service has become the primary opportunity to 
draw visitors. This has resulted in the “seeker service” 
which is almost entirely designed to attract visitors. A 
side-bar to this discussion has centred over whether its 
style should be traditional or contemporary. In some 
places, this whole discussion has created tension and 
even division. Perhaps, there is a need to go back to the 
“why?”
 A thorough search through the Bible shows that the 
phrase “worship service”, in any of the major transla-
tions, is not used. Why? Should we reason from this that 
we should reject having worship services? 
 Certainly not. Although the expression “worship service” 
may not be found in scripture, the concept is. Perhaps, 
we should be aware that there can be some haziness 
or even undesirable baggage that comes from using a 
term that does not come from the Bible. In this case, it 

is a term that has been handed down through centuries 
of religious history and which is a mixture of custom, 
tradition, history and Bible.
 The Biblical concept is based on a gathering, assembly, 
congregating. Christians came together as a community. 
From the beginning of Acts, they met together for prayer 
(ch. 1), continued in the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, 
Lord’s Supper and prayer (ch. 2), met in homes and the 
temple courtyard, coming together in Troas on Sunday 
for the Lord’s Supper (ch. 20). (In fact, the Greek word 
ekklesia which is translated as “church” is used in Acts 19 
to refer to the assembly of the citizens of Ephesus in the 
theater.) The recurring theme is that Christians assemble 
together regularly. Why?
 In 1 Corinthians 11–14, Paul provides some important 
answers. First, he shows that the Lord’s Supper is one of 
the purposes for assembling. Participating in a divisive 
way negated the action, “It is not the Lord’s Supper that 
you eat.” (v. 20) It was to be both a remembrance of 
Christ and His death and an expression of love and unity 
within His body. He goes on in the next three chapters 
to discuss “spirituals,” a concept directly connected to 
the assembly. He gives the overarching principles: love 
(ch. 13) and edification (“everything must be done for 
the strengthening of the church,” 14:26 NIV). Two things 
about the assembly can be noted. First, it is primarily 
a gathering of, and for, Christians. It is the gathering 
of the family of God, thus, the “meeting together” of 
Hebrews 10:26 (“our own assembling together”—NASB). 
Second, while mainly for Christians, the assembly did 
not exclude non-believers. Paul notes the negative effect 
that extreme behaviour could have on non-believers, 
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Leaders in the church need to be 
on guard for anyone and any-
thing that brings false teaching 

into the body. In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus spends a good deal of 
time talking about the need for His 
people, those who would be in the 
kingdom, to live a life of devotion 
to His teaching. Emphasis is placed 
on the need for disciples to be true 
in their commitment to His will and 
to become Christian through and 
through. It is not about going through 
the motions nor paying “lip service” 
as many of the Pharisees did. He says, 
“For I tell you, unless your righteous-
ness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20). 
The point of this is that one must not 
simply DO Christian acts, but he must 
BE Christian.
 After two and a half chapters 
(Mathew 5, 6 & 7) of teaching Jesus 
gives a warning to those who desire 
to live the Christian life. This warning 
must be taken personally since it is 
the duty of every Christian to study 
the word and apply it to his life. Jesus 
warns, “Beware of false prophets, 
who come to you in sheep’s clothing 
but inwardly are ravenous wolves” 
(Matthew 7:15). Understand the seri-
ous problem that Jesus is speaking 
about here. It is not so much that 
wolves want to destroy God’s people 
and will seek ways to attack. The big 
problem is that they are “in costume” 
to make themselves appear to be 
something they are not. Their pleas-
ant ways and smooth words often 
lead disciples away. The warning of 
Jesus, “Beware of false prophets” 
needs to find lodging in the heart of 

every believer.
 What was true in the days of Jesus 
is still true today. Individuals and 
congregations continue to be troubled 
by those who wish to change beliefs 
and practices to make the church 
more acceptable to those of the world.  
The spirit of some reminds us of the 
people of Israel when they became 
dissatisfied with the plan of God for 
government. They asked for a king 
like all the other nations had. 
 “Then all the elders of Israel gath-
ered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah and said to him, ‘Behold, you 
are old and your sons do not walk 
in your ways. Now appoint for us a 
king to judge us like all the nations’” 
(1 Samuel 8:4, 5). On the surface, 
their reasoning seemed to have a good 
foundation because of Samuel’s age 
and the failure of his sons to walk in 
God’s way. Their plan was to fit in 
and be like the nations around them. 
However, the granting of this desire 
was the beginning of the end for the 
nation as this led to the divided king-
dom and defeat.
 The threat is real and church lead-
ers have a responsibility to be on 
guard against “wolves in costume.” 
There has been a good deal of discus-
sion and accusation against govern-
ment concerning the terrible attack 
on the United States (and perhaps the 
entire free world) on 9/11. Suggestions 
that the US leadership knew an attack 
was being planned and had reason to 
be on high alert continue to be raised 
from time to time. I don’t know what 
the leadership of the country did or 
did not know and am not making 
any accusations one way or another. 
However, I do know that leaders in the 

Lord’s Church, and every member of 
the Church for that matter, have every 
reason to be on guard because the 
possibility—no, the absolute reality—
of attack against the Lord’s Church. 
And, sadly, some of these attacks are 
coming from those who are supposed 
to be the leaders in truth. 
 Paul gave clear warning in Acts 
20:26–32, “Therefore I testify to 
you this day that I am innocent of 
the blood of all of you, for I did not 
shrink from declaring to you the whole 
counsel of God. Pay careful attention 
to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of 
God, which he obtained with his own 
blood. I know that after my departure 
fierce wolves will come in among 
you, not sparing the flock; and from 
among your own selves will arise men 
speaking twisted things, to draw away 
the disciples after them. Therefore 
be alert, remembering that for three 
years I did not cease night or day to 
admonish everyone with tears. And 
now I commend you to God and to 
the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified.” Paul knew the danger was 
real and that even from their own 
numbers there would be false proph-
ets, “wolves in costume” who would 
bring in destructive doctrines. 
 In many ways our time is like those 
of the days of Jeremiah. Jeremiah, 
a true prophet, was distressed over 
the failure of spiritual leaders to be 
true to their calling. There are a 
number of references to this problem 
in his book. Consider, “Then I said: 
‘Ah, Lord God, behold, the prophets 
say to them, You shall not see the 
sword, nor shall you have famine, but 
I will give you assured peace in this 
place.’ And the Lord said to me: ‘The 
prophets are prophesying lies in my 
name. I did not send them, nor did 
I command them or speak to them. 
They are prophesying to you a lying 
vision, worthless divination, and the 

Articles for this page or reactions to it should be sent to 
Max Craddock, Editor, 5 Lankin Blvd., Toronto, ON M4J 4W7,
Phone (416) 461-7406, e-mail <maxc@strathmorecofc.ca>

Wolves in Costume

continued on page 14
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The worldwide financial crisis 
has created an uncertain future 
for many. Some have lost a 

large portion of their savings in the 
stock market’s decline. Some who 
have survived on credit for many 
years find that credit harder and 
harder to come by. Some have lost 
or are about to lose high paying jobs. 
Since they had managed their finances 
based on that generous salary, they 
are not just losing their lifestyle, some 
could lose their homes. God’s Word, 
the Bible, has some good advice on 
how we manage our money.
 “But godliness with contentment 
is great gain. For we brought noth-
ing into the world, and we can take 
nothing out of it. But if we have food 
and clothing we will be content with 
that. People who want to get rich fall 

into temptation and a trap and into 
many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge men into ruin and destruction. 
For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 
money, have wandered from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many 
griefs” (1 Timothy 6: 6–10 NIV).
 We bring nothing into the world and 
when we leave this world we leave 
the same way. We never really own 
anything; we just rent it for the short 
time we are in this world. We should 
learn to be content when our needs 
are being met. Those who make it 
their goal to get rich put themselves 
in harms way by falling into tempta-
tion. They enslave themselves to their 
foolish desires that bring about their 
destruction. Some who are eager for 
money have left the faith, hurting 

themselves over and over again.
 We must learn to live on what we 
earn. To do otherwise is to assume 
that we will somehow have more 
money in the future so that we can 
repay the debt created by not living 
within our means.
 We must learn to live on less than 
we earn. We may have debts from 
the past that need to be repaid. We 
need to be saving money for future 
purchases so as to avoid borrowing 
money. We need to be saving so as to 
have the resources necessary to meet 
future needs and our retirement.
 To accomplish this we must learn 
to distinguish between our needs and 
our wants. Many spend themselves 
into debt by purchasing what they 
want but do not need. We often refer 
to these as impulse purchases, we see 
something and want it, then without 
even thinking about whether we need 
it, we make the purchase. If we thought 
about it we might not make the pur-
chase because we would see that it is 
something that we don’t need. We find 
ourselves purchasing clothes that we 
cannot fit into our overstuffed closets. 
We purchase food that we find difficult 
to even fit into our already too full 

Articles for this page or reactions to it should be sent to: 
Brian Cox, Lansdowne House, ON
e-mail: youthpage@gospelherald.org

Money Matters
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freezer or refrigerator. We purchase 
books that we don’t have the time to 
read and movies that we can’t find the 
time to watch. We purchase another 
piece of furniture and then rearrange 
the room over and over again to try 
to make room for it. We may feel that 
we really need a holiday even though 
we can’t afford it. Any stress that the 
holiday relieves will quickly come back 
to us when the credit card bill arrives. 
I am not saying that we should never 
go on a holiday or purchase things 
for ourselves. I am suggesting that 
we should live within our means by 
purchasing what we need and not 
what we want.
 If you cannot control your use of 
credit cards then get rid of them. 
Credit cards are a wonderful conve-
nience allowing us to travel without 
carrying large amounts of cash with 
us. We can make the purchases we 
need without first going to the bank 
to get the cash needed for the pur-
chase. They serve a useful purpose 
when emergency car repairs need 
to be made far from home. We can 
easily get a hotel room when weather 
prevents us from traveling home. 
We believe that credit cards are a 
necessity today. However, credit cards 
support impulse buying, we see it, we 
want it and we buy it. We don’t stop 
to think about whether we can afford 
it or whether we even need it, we just 
buy it. If you cannot control your use 
of credit cards get rid of them and live 
with the inconvenience. It will be far 
easier than living with the debt.
 Be generous with what you have. 
God expects you to be generous with 
what you have not what you might 
one day have. I have had many tell 
me how they would be generous if 
they were to win a million dollars. 
While it may be enjoyable to dream 
about all the good we could do if 
we had a million dollars, it is more 
enjoyable to be generous with what 
you have. We may think that when we 
are young and have limited finances 
we are excused from generosity. That 
generosity can wait until we are older 
and established in our careers. In 
our youth we are setting patterns for 
the rest of our lives thus we cannot 
afford to wait. God expects us to be 

generous with what we have.
 Those who have learned the lessons 
of generosity have discovered that it 
is better to give than to receive (Acts 
20:35). Those who are generous have 
discovered the joy of sharing what 
they have with others; in fact they 
report that it is more fun than spend-
ing it on themselves.
 Your worth cannot be measured by 
what you have or the salary you make. 
You are not the sum total of your 
possessions; you are much more than 
that. The salary you receive is not a 
good measurement of your worth. 
It knows nothing of your character, 
the condition of your heart or your 
conduct. Yet too often we measure 
ourselves by these poor yardsticks. 

Some who have low paying jobs get 
down on themselves and often refer 
to themselves as failures. God has not 
commanded that we have high paying 
jobs; He has taught that we should 
work hard, live within our means 
and be generous with what we have. 
Perhaps we should look at things the 
way God does and not measure our-
selves by a worldly standard. 
 “Do not store up for yourselves trea-
sures on earth where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in 
and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, were moth and 
rust do not destroy and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is there your heart will 
be also” (Matthew 6:19-21 NIV).
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Over the past few years, the 
ladies at Fenwick have been 
involved in a number of activi-

ties. Some activities have strength-
ened our fellowship while others have 
provided us with avenues of service 
to others.
 Like many other groups, we at 
Fenwick did secret sisters for a few 
years. However, we added a couple of 
variations along the way. There are 
always those who decline involvement 
in group activities, so we included 
those ladies by choosing “secret pen 
pals”. Names of those ladies not 
participating in secret sisters were 
put into a hat and drawn by those 
willing to take on a secret pen pal. 
They then sent their secret pen pal 
anonymous cards or notes throughout 
the year. This was our way of letting 
those ladies know that we valued 
them as our sisters. Some had a lot 
of fun trying to guess who was send-
ing the cards.
 After three or four years, some 
who had participated in secret sisters 
began to tire of the activity. So at the 

suggestion of a new sister in Christ, 
who had a desire to get to know her 
new family better, “Selected Sisters” 
was born. We were divided into pairs 
“by casting lots”. And it did appear 
to be a God-directed selection as the 
match-ups seemed to be just right 
in each case. Rather than giving 
gifts or sending cards in secret, we 
were encouraged to do things with 
our selected sister so that we would 
get to know one another better. Our 
together times included everything 
from meeting for coffee to visiting 
shut-ins or presenting a Bible lesson. 
The following year, we juggled things 
a bit and had sister trios rather than 
pairs. The program was dropped after 
the second year, but as there have 
been recent changes to our congre-
gation, we are considering starting it 
up once more.
 More recently, we have been chal-
lenged to show love in some way to 
every lady connected to the congrega-
tion in any way. Betty Bruggen issued 
this challenge in a lesson presented 
on Valentines Day. She gave each of 
us a little “love basket” and a list of 
ladies’ names. We were instructed 
to cut out a name and place it into 
the basket whenever we had done 
something loving for that person. Our 
goal was to have all the names in the 
basket by the end of the year.
 Fenwick is a small congregation 
and small numbers can sometimes 
be discouraging. Because of that, a 
few years ago we decided to invite 
our sisters from an even smaller con-
gregation to join us for our monthly 
ladies’ classes. A good percentage 
of the Welland ladies accepted our 
invitation. Those ladies were included 
in our selected sisters program 
which helped to draw us even closer 
together. This inter-congregational 
involvement helped to ease the transi-
tion when the Welland congregation 
disbanded.

 In our monthly class, we take turns 
presenting lessons. This has helped 
us appreciate one another more. We 
have also enjoyed having several 
guest teachers from other congre-
gations which has helped us to get 
to know some of our neighbouring 
sisters as well.
 As part of our out-reach to others, 
the ladies’ class sends out prayer 
cards. Each month we put together a 
prayer list of those we know of who 
are having difficulties of some sort. To 
each one on that list we send a card 
to let them know that we are praying 
for them. The men’s class has joined 
us in compiling the list and signing 
the cards.
 Some of our other out-reach activi-
ties include our annual Christmas bas-
kets to the elderly and needy. We have 
also made or purchased items which 
were shipped up north for Brian and 
Bonnie Lee Cox to distribute on the 
reserves. This included a quilt made 
by several of our ladies. We have sent 
birthday gifts as part of the program 
organized by the Tintern congrega-
tion and will be doing so again for 
September this year.
 Our latest adventure is an annual 
ladies’ day. We enjoy a wonderful 
fellowship at Fenwick but often feel 
somewhat isolated. This special day 
was born from our desire to get to 
better know our sisters from other 
congregations. Our “Celebration 
of Sisterhood” has proved to be a 
blessing for us at Fenwick and also 
for those ladies who have shared the 
day with us. 
 Of course, we also have our social 
times. A couple of our members lead 
a monthly book club for about a year. 
We have done teas to honour our 
ladies who were celebrating special 
occasions and fun stuff like sleep-
overs. We gals are never too old for 
sleep-overs. And if you really want 
to get to know someone, spend the 
night with them. All of these things 
draw us closer together and help us 
to truly feel like sisters.

Fenwick, ON

MINISTER @ MEAFORD
The congregation is looking for a full 
time minister, meeting the needs of 

our multi aged membership.

Position is available January, 2009

Interested applicants, please 
forward resume to:

Search committee
Meaford Church of Christ
113 Nelson Street West

Meaford ON N4L1C3

meaford-cofc@brucetelecom.com

Don Hipwell

Sisters
Virginia Hipwell
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Reminder: To be published in the fol-
lowing month’s Gospel Herald, each con-
gregation’s information should be sent to 
Walter Straker by the 10th of the month 
preceding the date of issue, which is the 
first of each month. Please clearly mark 
the email or the envelope: “NewsEast.”

ONTARIO
 Beamsville: The men’s 7 a.m. prayer 
breakfast resumed Thursday, January 
8. A dinner for the “Wise and Young 
at Heart” was held on January 31. The 
congregation’s December collection for 
Community Care allowed the members to 
provide a cheque for $1,050 which was 
used for Christmas gifts, turkey vouchers 
and other needed supplies for Christmas 
hampers. In addition, their Sunday school 
collection was able to supply 12 monthly 
cheques of $145 to support students at 
Namwianga Christian School in Zambia.
 Bramalea: On Sunday evening, 
November 30, Thomas Morghan-Acquaah, 
a Bramalea member, spoke on “Why I Left 
the Jehovah Witnesses.” The following 
Sunday night, Kingsley Osei-Bonsu gave 
a message on “Why I Left the Muslim 
Religion.” Jonathan Straker preached 
Sunday, December 21. Daniel and Leonora 
Sabio and daughters Danielle, Gabrielle 
and Camille recently placed membership 
with the congregation. Dr. Jackie (Straker) 
Halstead, head of Abilene Christian 
University’s Marriage and Family Therapy 
Department, taught a special ladies’ class 
on “Contemplative Prayer” on Sunday, 
December 28. A “Bring a Friend” day 
took place on Sunday, January 11. On 
Saturday, January 10, at the monthly 
men’s meeting, David McPherson led a 
discussion on “Points in Preparing an 
Adult Class,” and Tony Lourenco spoke 
on “The Basics of the Gospel.”
 Cambridge: One of the congregation’s 
small groups spearheaded a hat and mitts 
drive for Christmas. Sixty-three hats and 
mitts were donated and a little over half 
of them were given away. Tied to each 
hat and pair of mitts was a handwritten 

card that wished the receiver a merry 
Christmas and included the following 
verse: “We love because he first loved us,” 
I John 4:19. The feedback from the kids 
was encouraging, including comments 
such as “Whoa!” and “Cool!” and thanks 
from the older kids. Greg Whitfield gave 
a presentation at Tintern on December 
14 and displayed a list of 70 individuals 
that they did not know a year ago. Some 
of the youth are getting Christian teach-
ing, some are just getting adult attention, 
and some are getting interaction with 
their peers in a safe place. Thanks be to 
God! May we praise Him as we move in 
to the New Year.
 Fenwick: Roy Cox has moved to Welland 
and placed membership at Fenwick. A 
special Sunday, December 7, “Each One 
Bring One,” resulted in 11 visitors in 
attendance. On December 13, 25 people 
walked in the local Christmas Parade, 
distributed Bibles and information pro-
moting “Kids for Christ” and the church. 
The marchers were well received by the 
community. Several from the church 
worked with “Pelham Cares,” packing 
and distributing food and toys, and some 
contributed to “Hannah House,” a support 
home for young unwed mothers. A special 
contribution was collected for “Gospel 
Chariots” in Africa, and money is being 
collected for the Sardinia church of Christ, 
New York, building fund.
 Hamilton (Fennell Avenue): Bertha 
(Pat) and Charlie Gardner celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary on December 
20. On Sunday, December 21, the congre-
gation hosted a special outreach service at 
7 p.m. A “March Break Outreach Activity” 
is planned for March Break with a group 
coming from Nashville. Fifteen people will 
come up to help with the Fennell church 
outreach to the community.
 Kenora: Jason Kehl is winding up the 
Sunday morning Bible class on James 
as we are taking an in-depth look at 
5:14-16, the anointing with oil and the 
eldership. This study will be followed 
with a study of Ephesians. James has 
produced a wealth of spiritual direction 
and insight. Earle Rattai continues to 
preach through Revelation. It’s amazing 
at how many lessons can be learned from 
the trials and persecutions that our 1st 
century brethren went through as they 
simultaneously dealt with the beasts of 
apostate Israel and Rome. We encour-
age anyone traveling through Kenora to 
stop and visit. Please pray for our work 
as well. - Earle Rattai

 Mississauga: The congregation rejoiced 
on January 4 in its first baptism when 
Avery Manickchand, 14-year-old son of 
Dave, was born again. Avery lives in 
Barrhead, Alberta, but was home for the 
holidays. Bramalea elders have taken 
turns visiting the new congregation each 
week; Kevin Hunter and Walter Straker 
each speak once every four weeks. 
In between, local brethren take turns 
speaking. The congregation’s average 
attendance has been 44 and contribu-
tions have averaged $930 per week. Their 
second “Visitors’ Day” and pot luck was 
held Sunday, January 11.
 Owen Sound: Bill and Betty Muzzell 
recently placed membership with the 
congregation. In December the church 
helped nine needy families with groceries 
and food vouchers, and also sent special 
financial gifts to two orphans they support 
in Nigeria and Liberia. Rejoice with us as 
Jean Robinson was baptized into Christ 
on January 14, 2009.
 Toronto (Scarborough): A prayer 
meeting is held every third Sunday at 6 
p.m. Ladies’ class is held on Saturdays 
and women with girls age 10 and up are 
encouraged to bring them out to the class. 
Youth groups meet every first and third 
Saturday at 1 p.m. Ladies’ Bible study 
met Tuesday, January 6, to study: “Save, 
Scrimp or Squander.”
 Toronto (Strathmore Blvd.): The con-
gregational theme for 2009 is “Increasing 
to be Effective & Fruitful—2 Peter 1:3–11. 
This theme is a challenge to all to grow 
personally in their relationship with God. 
Throughout the year sermons, lessons 
and activities will support this theme. The 
first of the Key To The Kingdom video 
Bible Study Films was filmed at the end 
of December and will be completed and 
available in the near future. The title 
of this first lesson is “Anchored In The 
Word.” This series of lessons will be in the 
form of a Bible study/discussion that will 
explore various biblical themes and pas-
sages. The goal for 2009 is to complete 10 
studies. May 3, the first Sunday, in May, we 
are asking congregations across Canada to 
remember the Key To The Kingdom work 
in prayer, in special efforts to advertise the 
programme in their area and financially. 
(See ad on the back page.)
 Waterloo: Correction: Ryan Azzoparde 
was baptized by his cousin Jamie 
Azzoparde on Thursday, October 30, not 
in November, as previously announced. On 
December 3, Marg Cassidy was baptized 
by Walter Hart. Her first contact with the 

by Walter R. Straker
750 Clark Blvd.

Bramalea, ON L6T 3Y2
Fax: 905 792-8623

E-mail: mail@bramaleacofc.ca

continued on page 11
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BRITISH COLUMBIA
 Burnaby: A student in a Coquitlam 
high school, who was studying the Bible, 
discovered our website in December, and 
attended a worship service. Jonathan 
Symester-Jennings was baptized after the 
meeting on Dec. 28, and welcomed into our 
fellowship. Our annual Christmas Singing 
night had to be cancelled because of heavy 
snowfall, and both worship services were 
cancelled on Jan. 4. Yes, we are still part 
of the Greater Vancouver area where the 
traditional rain has been replaced by huge 
accumulations of snow!
 City Church (Vancouver): Following 
a short worship service on Dec 21, our 
members went out to deliver brown bag 
lunches to the homeless and prostitutes 

on Vancouver’s infamous “East Side”. We 
were able to feed about 80 people despite 
the snowstorm that was blotting out the 
city. Many of the homeless were walking 
non-stop to keep warm, while others 
were still trying to rummage in the alleys. 
Though BC had ordered shelters to accept 
everyone, many did not go in because 
they were afraid of running into enemies, 
losing their gear or sleeping spots, or for 
other unknown reasons. We even came 
across a prostitute wearing very little in 
the blizzard, her legs and face slashed. We 
saw a lot of desperation. The day before, 
our members had delivered groceries, a 
turkey, and Christmas gifts to a family of 
6 through the Salvation Army’s adopt-a-
family program. The mother invited us in 
for tea, and we talked to her about the 
church and enjoyed our time with her. 
We have agreed that, given the success 
of our projects, it would be nice to try 
feeding the poor on a regular basis, and 
not wait for next Christmas. Thanks to 
the efforts of the Chapmans and Christina 
Hasbrouck, we were able to provide for 
almost 90 people at a cost effective rate. 
On December 24, Stephen Hasbrouck 
organized a shovel brigade of five to clear 
sidewalks in Marpole and a Vancouver 
intersection which was completely impass-
able. They also dug out cars stuck in the 

snow. A young man of 18 needed some 
volunteer hours, so Stephen talked to 
him about life and the Bible while they 
worked on the snow removal, and signed 
his forms when they finished.
 Delta: We welcomed back Jay Don and 
Mary Lee Rogers on Dec. 28. Jay Don was 
our speaker, giving a report on the past 
year’s work in Donetsk, Ukraine.
 Oakridge: Jay Hawkins, who partici-
pated in classes here as a child when his 
father, Jim, preached for Oakridge, was 
our speaker on Dec. 28. Together with his 
family, he lives and preaches in Caldwell, 
ID. He and his wife, Carrye, have three 
children. Due to the severe weather condi-
tions on their route to Hermosillo, Mexico, 
Joyce Hooper and her sister, Thelma, 
decided it would be best to postpone their 
annual trip south until September. Money 
that the congregation had given to Joyce 
to help with her travel insurance was sent 
instead to an orphanage to buy needed 
medical supplies in the city known as the 
“Ciudad de los Ninos” (City of Children). 
The sisters will take their collection of 
school supplies, toiletries, clothing, small 
toys and more medical supplies with them 
to help the street children, estimated to 
be around 10,000 in this city of some 
2,000,000 people.

by Marion Waugh
3427-82 Street

Edmonton, AB T6K 0G7
Phone: (780) 637-0867

E-mail: waughr1@shaw.ca

(BC news supplied by Barbara Lewis) 

church was Shawn LeBlanc while both 
worked at The Dollar Store. When Shawn 
moved to Stratford, he asked Walter to 
continue their Bible study.
 Windsor: In January the congrega-
tion studied the subject: Science and the 
Bible,” paying special attention to what 
the Bible does not say, and what science 
does not say. The congregation watched 
a DVD entitled: “How Great is Our God” 
on January 18—one which coincided with 
the “Science and the Bible” series. The 
annual “New Beginners’ Celebration” was 
held January 25.

QUEBEC
 Ville-Émard: The congregation enjoyed 
a good year in 2008. During the year, ten 
were baptized, twelve placed membership 
and one was restored. Eight moved away 
giving a new growth of fifteen. Only two of 
the baptisms were children of members. 
The others were visitors, guests of mem-
bers, etc. The final quarter of the year was 
filled with numerous activities designed to 
reach out to the community as well as build 

up the church spiritually. These activities 
included: Soup & Study Wednesdays—The 
brethren prepared a meal to serve before 
services on Wednesday evenings. Men’s 
Power Breakfast—Every second month a 
team of men prepares a hearty breakfast 
for the men on a Saturday morning. This is 
followed by a devotional and then a training 
session in song leading, public speaking, 
etc. Coco & Friends—A community out-
reach for children. This year we registered 
41 children. One great development was 
that this was the first time our own chil-
dren served as organizers, puppeteers, and 
helpers for this project. Prayer & Fasting 
Weekend—This is now a bi-yearly event 
where the entire church is encouraged to 
fast and pray for a 24 hour period. Each 
member is responsible for a ½ -1 hr. block 
of prayer time. In this way we try to be a 
congregation in constant prayer for a 24 
hour period. We then come together for a 
“break-fast” and devotional at the build-
ing at the end. Holiday Activities —Ladies 
Ornament Exchange Brunch—Orphan’s 
Christmas Dinner—Food basket collection 
for the community—New Year’s Eve Family 

Fun & Devo. Despite the snow and cold— 
it’s a warm and busy place at Ville-Émard.  
In November I travelled to Oklahoma to 
visit my sponsoring congregation and did 
a seminar on the topic of worship. I then 
flew to San Diego to visit several congre-
gations (Canyon View, El Cajon Blvd., and 
Murrieta) along with many of our indi-
vidual supporters. While there I was able 
to preach and make presentations about 
the Montreal work. Of course a highlight 
of the San Diego visit was seeing our new 
granddaughter, Sophia Marie Cienfuegos. 
What a great joy Lise and I experienced 
in seeing her and our other grandchild, 
Christian.  SUPPORT—2009—We were 
very encouraged by the positive response 
of our sponsoring congregation and other 
supporters. In this time of economic uncer-
tainty the feedback we received was one of 
faith and encouragement. We have many 
plans for growth and expansion and know 
that through your faithful support we will 
continue to proclaim Christ here—good 
weather or bad.  (From year end report 
of Michael Mazzalonga)

News East… continued from page 10
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 Mozambique: The sunrise wake-up call 
made the “Herald of Truth” team realize that 
they were in a different culture because it 
was the Muslim call to prayer that awoke 
them. Although they were in Muslim terri-
tory, they were there to conduct a campaign 
in the town of Gurue, where they had been 
invited by local congregations to preach, 
and to give out literature and Bibles. Local 
authorities had granted them permission 
to have the event in a local park. Meetings 
were started with singing to attract a crowd, 
followed by announcements inviting people 
to come to watch a movie. Movies based on 
the life of Christ were shown each night. 
By the end of the series, around 2,000 
respectful and attentive people had gathered 
to watch. Brief sermons were preached 
before the start of the movie, during an 
intermission, and again at the close, the 
latter emphasizing the need for a personal 
response to Jesus. People were encouraged 
to contact one of the local churches of Christ 
or visit one of the local ministers. From the 
way they were dressed, it was obvious that 
many were Muslims, but most remained 
each night for the entire program. After the 
last service, four teenage boys approached 
one of the team members and asked to be 
baptized. One of the local evangelists talked 
with them awhile to determine that they had 
heard and understood the full message of 

Jesus and the Gospel. Later that night, the 
whole church walked down to a local pond 
to witness their new birth after beating the 
water awhile to make sure it was clear of 
snakes and crocodiles. The young men were 
so excited about their baptism that they were 
eager to spend another two hours being 
taught about how to live as new disciples of 
Christ. Only God knows the good that these 
four, and others still to come, will do for the 
kingdom in this part of Mozambique. In com-
ments on the work of “Partners In Progress” 
Bill and Marie-Claire McDonough made the 
following comments with particulars of the 
work in Cambodia, Myanmar and Guyana. 
“You have given Hope to the hopeless, Joy 
to the sorrowful, and the Love of God to 
thousands, who without you, would still be 
languishing in apathy. In their names, we 
say “Thank You” and wish you and yours 
a happy, blessed New Year.” 
 Cambodia: “The work in Cambodia 
continues to move ahead with unbeliev-
able response. Partnering with us, you 
have shared your blessings with countless 
thousands of people in some of the most 
destitute areas of the world. In Cambodia 
you have fed more than 1,000 malnourished 
children daily and provided health care from 
the Ship of Life to 36,400 people (who had 
no hope of getting medical assistance). You 
kept over 300 children in school, who had 
dropped out due to a lack of family income, 
and provided 16,000 hours of Bible instruc-
tion to university students who had never 
heard of Jesus, while also growing churches 
across central Cambodia.”
 Myanmar (Burma): “You have provided 
food, clothing and shelter to 5,000 people 
in nine villages that were destroyed by 
cyclone Nargis. The cyclone left more than 

150,000 dead and missing and over 200,000 
homeless. Churches are now being planted 
among Buddhist villages that prior to this 
devastating storm had never heard of the 
love of God and Jesus Christ.”
 Guyana, South America: “Medical teams 
have been sent for the work that has been 
going on since 1987. What we have done 
there has been acclaimed by the Guyanese 
government as the most significant humani-
tarian impact their country has had.”
 Iraq: Sponsored by a donor who is 
interested in the possibilities for taking 
the Gospel into Iraq, John Bailey, founder 
and president of BandS (Body and Soul, 
Inc.) made his first trip into that country 
last year. He treated patients for several 
days, but was not at liberty to reveal who 
he worked with or much about conditions 
there, but he reported that he was allowed 
to move freely about the country and did 
not see any USA military at any of the check 
points he went through. One afternoon, he 
spent several hours going through a war 
museum and driving to some of the mass 
burial sites of the ‘90s. One only recently 
excavated revealed that men, women and 
children were buried there alive. He said 
that he could see many needs and oppor-
tunities, but wasn’t sure whether BandS 
was equipped to help at this time. (Annual 
Report from Dr. John Bailey)
 The Phillipines: In Dr. Bailey’s annual 
report, he included a full page listing the 
Surgical, Medical and Dental work done 
in 2008 by Dr. Samuel Cariaga and his 
wife, Elvie, for the poor in the Philippines. 
Starting with the Sunrise Christian College 
in Butuan City where they worked on 2,200 
patients in January, they saw another 182 
in two other cities by the end of the month. 

In November, the next 
largest number treat-
ed in one city added 
up to 1,543, making 
the approximate total 
for the entire year 
10,492 adults and chil-
dren (the number in 
six different cities in 
December was esti-
mated). Dr. Cariaga 
and his family planned 
to move to Canada 
last month. As he has 
been responsible for 
all of the medical work 
done for the poor in 
the Philippines and 
another doctor has not 
been found to carry 
on this work, funds 
provided by BandS 

Barbara Lewis 
4920 N. Penn Ave.
Spokane, WA 99206-4475
e-mail: ray-bjl@comcast.net
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and the possibility they may be reached by observing 
the assembly. It is obvious that their presence in the 
assembly did not change its purpose or focus as a time 
to encourage and strengthen the church.
 This suggests that those who want to build the “wor-
ship assembly” (perhaps a more Biblical description than 
“service”) to attract non-believers have missed the most 
important point—it was never intended to be for “outsid-
ers.” It is for Christians. In the early church assemblies, it 
was not uncommon for unbaptized individuals (“seekers”?) 
to be dismissed during the Lord’s supper time, a practice 
still followed by a few groups. Along the line of history, as 
John Wesley’s outdoor “altar calls” and the subsequent 
“tent meetings” moved into permanent facilities and 
church buildings, the model of evangelistic meetings was 
transposed onto the Biblical assembly of many denomi-
nations. The result may be something which is unable 
to effectively either to build up and encourage the body 
or reach unbelievers. John MacArthur wrote, “Certainly 
there were times when unbelievers might come into an 
assembly of believers (cf. 1 Cor. 14:23). First-century 
church meetings were essentially public meetings, just 
as most are today. But the service itself was designed 
for worship and fellowship among believers. Evangelism 
took place in the context of everyday life, as believers 
went forth with the gospel. When a church makes all 
its meetings evangelistic, believers lose opportunities to 
grow, be edified and worship.”
 At this point, it would be appropriate to consider how 
many of the “one another” passages of the New Testament 
relate to our family assembly. Teach, encourage, edify, 
sing and others all involve participation and involvement 
together. 
 However, Paul also shows the need for the assembled 
believers to be aware of and in effect, to be “seeker sensi-
tive” to the presence of those who are not yet Christians, 

knowing that those who hunger for God in their lives may 
well be drawn by observing the true heart-felt worship 
of believers and the “one another” encouragement and 
support. 
 Our assembly is an expression of our common faith 
as well as our love and community with each other. It is 
the body of Christ gathered in unity together—in wor-
ship, fellowship and edification. Let us “with one heart 
and mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Romans 15:6).

Full Time Ministry Position
The Tintern Church of Christ is a congregation of 160+ 
with elders, deacons, well established minstries and a 
fulltime minister. Built on a rich heritage, the Tintern 
family consists of a blend of all ages (including 60 
children). Tintern is located in the Niagara Penninsula, 
one hour from Toronto and Buffalo. 

The Tintern Church of Christ is looking for a second 
minister who has good personal and relational skills to 
join the ministry team. In addition to having a passion 
for the scriptures, as well as preaching and teaching 
skills, the applicant will have positive experiences in 
some of children's, youth, family and senior’s ministries. 
This person should have an evangelistic orientation, 
the ability to work co-operatively with the established 
ministry teams and the ability to turn ideas into action 
plans and programs. 

For further information and to apply, please contact 
us at: tinterncofc@gmail.com
 Search Committee
 Tintern Church of Christ
 4539 Spring Creek Road
 Vineland, ON Canada L0R 2C0

Editorial… continued from page 4

will be diverted to other areas of need, 
Dr. Bailey says. With much prayer, these 
choices are now being considered by the 
Board of Directors.
 Papua New Guinea: Ruth Zimmerman 
writes in her December report: “We’ve 
been having 90-100F weather for the past 
few weeks and I’m actually starting to miss 
snow, or at least the white Christmas part of 
it!… In September I had a chance to assist in 
the visit of two elders from Perth, Australia. 
In thanks, the congregation sent funds to 
purchase a hot water system for our house! 
We now have a 25L electric water heater 
with connections to both the kitchen sink 
and the shower. No more boiling water in 
the kettle to get a hot sponge bath in rainy 

mid-August!!… I have been having ongo-
ing health problems throughout this year. 
Please pray for me as I await test results 
for thyroid function. May God richly bless 
each of you in the New Year.”
 Japan: Joel Osborne returned to Sendai 
on Friday, January 9, 2009; Debi Hobelman 
also returned to Sendai after being in North 
America over the holidays. Special needs: 
1) Sasha Ingle, one-year intern in Sendai, 
is in North America raising funds to return 
to do further mission work. Sasha has 
proved invaluable to the Sendai work by 
her Bible studies following up with Let’s 
Start Talking contacts. Please remember 
her in prayer and assist her financially if 
you can. 2) Bank fails and missionaries 

lose their support: When their Tokyo bank 
failed, the Tachikawa church of Christ had 
to discontinue their support of two of their 
missionaries.. If your congregation can help 
these families, please contact the Bramalea 
church of Christ.For information or reports 
of the Japanese work, please contact: 
bencberry@gmail.com or 
 http://www.benberry19.blogspot.com;
joelosborne4@yahoo.com; 
http://debihobelman1413.blogspot.com; 
http://sashainsendai.blogspot.com;
jstrake@yahoo.com, 
http://strakerhouse.com, or 
 http://hijimino.exblog.jp/;
Or contact the Bramalea church at 
mail@bramaleacofc.ca.
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deceit of their own minds. Therefore 
thus says the Lord concerning the 
prophets who prophesy in my name 
although I did not send them, and 
who say, ‘Sword and famine shall 
not come upon this land’: By sword 
and famine those prophets shall be 
consumed. And the people to whom 
they prophesy shall be cast out in 
the streets of Jerusalem, victims of 
famine and sword, with none to bury 
them—them, their wives, their sons, 
and their daughters. For I will pour 
out their evil upon them’” (Jeremiah 
14:13–16). There is a tragedy in the 
making here when they listened to and 
believed the false prophets.  Perhaps 
they had some excuse since they were 
hearing what the prophet had to say 
without benefit of the revealed will of 
God printed and at hand. Whatever, 
today we are without excuse when 
we listen to false teachers and accept 
their message when that message 
disagrees with the revelation of God 
in His word.
 One of the main “pillars” 
of the Lord’s Church that 
are under attack today is 
the authority of scripture in 
deciding issues of faith and 
practice. What has been 
seen as common beliefs 
among those promoting New 
Testament Christianity is 
losing favour with many. If 
one is travelling he cannot 
accept the sign over the door, 
The Church of Christ Meets 
Here, as a sure sign that the 
worship will be like it is at 
home. The introduction of 
instruments into the wor-
ship, taking communion on 
Saturday evening and women 
leading in worship are things 
that have been introduced by 
congregations that were a 
part of our fellowship, some 
for many years. Sadly, these 
changes have led to division 
which has further hurt the 
work of the Lord’s Church.

 Jude encourages brethren to work 
toward godliness by keeping in mind 
the truth of God’s word and taking 
note of those who do not do so in 
their teaching or practice. “Beloved, 
although I was very eager to write 
to you about our common salvation, 
I found it necessary to write appeal-
ing to you to contend for the faith 
that was once for all delivered to the 
saints. For certain people have crept 
in unnoticed who long ago were desig-
nated for this condemnation, ungodly 
people, who pervert the grace of our 
God into sensuality and deny our 
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Now I want to remind you, although 
you once fully knew it, that Jesus, 
who saved a people out of the land 
of Egypt, afterward destroyed those 
who did not believe” (Jude 3 – 5). Jude 
was concerned about the perversion 
of the gospel that would be brought 
in by “certain people.” His solution to 
the problem is that Christians should 
“contend for the faith that was once 
for all delivered to the saints.”

 Every congregation must be on 
guard because the danger of wolves 
and perversion is REAL. One thing 
that will help congregations and 
individual Christians guard against 
perversion is to know the enemy and 
understand that he does appear in 
“costume.” In verse four, Jude tells 
us these wolves are ungodly in their 
actions. The problem is they may not 
appear, at first glance, to be ungodly. 
In fact, their perversions may seem to 
work. Since numbers are important, 
that which brings people into our 
buildings must be right! Correct? You 
and I both know this is not true. The 
social gospel is appealing but often 
does not hold to truth in things like 
how one is saved, church government 
and worship.
 The importance of Bible author-
ity is given lip service in many of 
these groups but their activities and 
practices are based on emotion and 
acceptance of the many rather than on 
truth. Over the years I have made the 
statement in reference to the denomi-

national world is that “we do 
not disagree over what the 
Bible says, but what it does 
not say.” While it may not 
be as simple as that, what I 
mean by this statement is that 
honest Bible readers ought to 
be able to understand what 
God desires of His people, the 
denominational world goes 
along with changes to clear 
scriptural teaching that are 
passed down by their rul-
ing bodies. (Sprinkling for 
baptism and baptism as an 
outward show of an inward 
change are examples of this 
idea.) 
 May lip service never be 
a part of our thinking. We 
know that the church in the 
first century had to deal with 
this problem. The Church 
at Galatia, it would appear, 
suffered from this attitude at 
one point in their history. Paul 
wrote, “I am astonished that 
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you are so quickly deserting him who 
called you in the grace of Christ and 
are turning to a different gospel - not 
that there is another one, but there 
are some who trouble you and want 
to distort the gospel of Christ. But even 
if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach to you a gospel contrary to the 
one we preached to you, let him be 
accursed.  As we have said before, so 
now I say again: If anyone is preach-
ing to you a gospel contrary to the one 
you received, let him be accursed” 
(Galatians 1:6–9). These words of 
Paul are very strong and likely hit 
some people very hard. Perhaps some 
were angered at Paul and thought of 
him as been a hard-headed legalist! 
However, he was simply a Christian 
teacher trying to get the brethren to 
understand the importance of watch-
ing for the wolves who were destroying 
them spiritually. He goes on to state 
his reason for this response to their 
actions.  “For am I now seeking the 
approval of man, or of God? Or am I 
trying to please man? If I were still 
trying to please man, I would not be 
a servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10). 
This is a question that every teacher, 
church leader and Christian needs to 
ask. All of us need a sobering aware-
ness of our accountability to KNOW 
and OBEY the truth.
 Let us close by giving some thought 
to one of the most frightening mes-
sages that came from the mouth of 
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount. 
Just after talking about the danger of 
“wolves in costume” Jesus said, “Not 
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. On that day 
many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in your name, and 
cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name?’  
And then will I declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness’” (Matthew 
7:21–23). This passage teaches at 
least two very important lessons.
 First, one must obey, not simply 

give lip service, to the will of God. The 
following comment from the Gospel 
Advocate Commentaries, gives clear 
emphasis to this truth. “Jesus laid 
down here the principle in a negative 
way of entering his kingdom; it is by 
obedience to the will of God. His warn-
ing here is against formal and mere 
external worship, and includes not 
only entering the church or kingdom 
of God on earth, but also of gaining an 
entrance into the heavenly kingdom; 
we must do the will of God to enter 
the church, and we must continue to 
do the will of God to enter heaven. 
No mere profession of piety or wor-
ship will do; the will of God must be 
done by all who receive the reward 
of heaven. Not all who profess Christ 
repeatedly and loudly by saying “Lord, 
Lord” shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven; God’s real spiritual kingdom, 
where Christ rules in the heart, must 
be entered by doing God’s will; all who 
remain as citizens in that kingdom 
must do his will. False pretences are 
of no avail.” 
 Secondly, this passage teaches that 
many will think they are doing God’s 
will but are not. It is frightening to 
think that a person might be very 
busy in doing “religious service” only 
to be failing to honour God. The call-

ing of “Lord, Lord” surely expresses 
a desire to honour Him. While these 
people have been busy, according to 
their claim, prophesying in the name 
of the Lord, casting out demons in His 
name and doing many mighty works 
in His service, the response from Jesus 
is, “I never knew you!” The truth is 
that these false teachers and all who 
would follow them are, in the words 
of Jesus, “workers of lawlessness.”
 Again, consider the following from 
the Gospel Advocate Commentaries.  
“Jesus had testified that every tree 
in his vineyard was to be judged 
according to the fruit it produced; by 
this he gave to us the true standard 
of knowing teachers. He now warns 
against these false prophets and false 
motives of heart. Doing the things 
he has commanded is the test and 
declaration of our faith in God and 
willingness to obey him. Faith that 
does not work is dead. The only test 
of man’s confidence in God is found in 
his doing what God commands, and 
doing it because God commands it. A 
man may do things God commands 
from other motives than to do God’s 
will and please him. It is not accept-
able service to God unless done to 
obey and please him.”

continued on page 16
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The story is told of an American 
tourist in Paris who picked up 
an amber necklace in a trinket 

shop. When he arrived in New York 
and went through customs he was 
shocked at the high duty he had to 
pay for the necklace. So when he 
came home, he spoke with a jeweller 
and the jeweller told him he would 
give $25,000 for the necklace.  The 
man was stunned and suspected that 
there was a reason for the offer. So 
he took the necklace to an expert 
who appraised it at an astronomical 
amount.  
  When he asked the appraiser what 
made the necklace so valuable, he 
told him to look into the magnifying 
glass and see for himself.  When he 
placed his eye next to the glass, he 
saw an inscription which read: “From 
Napoleon Bonaparte to Josephine.” It 
was the name on the necklace that 
gave it extraordinary worth.
  We have no intrinsic value—that 
is to say, we are not of great value 
because of who we are or what 
we’ve accomplished. Our value is 

determined by the One who bought 
us and owns us. Those of us who are 
Christians have the name of Christ 
“stamped” on our lives to remind 
us who we are and whose we are.  
Knowledge of this truth causes us to 
rethink what we do with our lives.
 For example, if you have an old 
pair of ragged tennis shoes, you 
may think nothing of getting out in a 
muddy garden to do some work. But 
if you’re wearing an expensive pair 
of dress shoes, you’ll be hesitant to 
wear them in the mud. The value of 
what you’re wearing will keep you 
from going certain places and doing 
certain things.
 Paul says that’s why we, as 
Christians, should avoid sexual immo-
rality (as well as other misuses of the 
body). If our bodies were of little value 
(as some believe), we would think 
nothing of “dragging them through 
the mud.” But knowing the value 
of our bodies, we’re forced to think 
twice about where we go and what 
we do.
 “For you were bought at a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 
(I Cor. 6:20).
  Look closely at the inscription on 
your life. You’ll notice the name of 
the One who bought you and owns 
you. Your value just went up!  
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 “Here Jesus gives us beforehand 
a conversation at the last judgment. 
These people were honest at that day 
and made the claim that they had 
served the Lord and had done many 
works in the name of Jesus. They 
thought they had really done these 
things or they never could have made 
this plea at the judgment seat of God. 
Yet they were deceiving themselves 
in reference to this service, and so 
fatally and fearfully doing it that only 
the sentence of the Judge, “Depart 
from me, all ye workers of iniquity,” 
would undeceive them. God regards 
all service to him, save obedience to 
his commands, as iniquity and sin. 
Since this is true, many who claim 
to be his servants and doing won-
ders in his name will be driven from 
the presence of God for doing what 
they imagine good service to him. 
We cannot be too cautious in doing 
his commandments and in rejecting 
from his service everything not com-
manded by him. “If a man love me, 
he will keep my word” (John 14:23) 
is the law of God by which man must 
be judged.”
 Let us be people who test every 
teaching (1 John 4:1) and not be led 
astray by the teachings of “wolves in 
costume.” May we be wise enough to 
understand that some of those wolves 
may come from within and so give 
careful attention to every teaching to 
see that it truly is the word of God.

Max’s Musings… continued from page 15
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Merling, Joseph Charles
With broken hearts we sadly announce 
Joey’s passing after a courageous 
battle with cancer, on Sunday, October 
12, 2008, at the tender age of 18. He 
was the cherished son of Henry and 
Wendy, beloved brother of Katy and 
Dearly loved grandson of Wes and 
Isabel Taylor. Joey will be deeply 
missed by Uncle Larry and Aunt 
Lynda, Aunt Cheryl and Uncle Ross 
and cousins Christy (Trevor), Jason 
and Lianne. Joey found friendship and 
Christian love at Great Lakes Christian 
College for grades 9, 10 and 11 until 
he was struck by cancer last October. 
His adoring dogs, Charlie and Missy 
are missing him terribly
 Nearly 400 friends came by 
the Crestmount Funeral Home on 
Thursday, October 16 to share in the 
family’s grief. Then on Friday morn-
ing approximately 300 gathered at 
Carmen’s Banquet Hall to celebrate 
Joey’s life. In addition to remarks 
by Art Ford and tributes being paid 
by two long-time family friends, the 
Great Lakes Christian High School 
Chorus sang to honour Joey. 
 During the year between his diag-
nosis and his death, Joey showed us 
that as well as living by faith, it is 
possible to face death through the 
eyes of faith. 
  Donations to Great Lakes Christian 
College, 4875 King Street, Beamsville, 
ON, would be greatly appreciated by 
the family. On-line condolences or 
tributes can be made at www.mem.
com.
 “Joey, you are FOREVER in our 
hearts”

– Art Ford

Order your supplies from the 
Gospel Herald Bookstore.

Local: 905-563-7503
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Western Christian College is currently seeking applications for a 
College Academic Dean. The ideal candidate will have five years of job 
related experience, have experience in administration and have a passion 
for ministry and Christian education; have strong organizational and 
administrative skills. The ideal candidate will hold a graduate or doctoral 
degree in one of the following fields: Biblical studies, theology or ministry. 
Candidates who hold graduate or doctoral degrees in education, psychology, 
business or the humanities will also be considered. Benefits package 
available. Start date is upon availability of the right candidate, ideally June 1, 
2009. Position open until a suitable candidate is selected. If you or someone 
you know is interested, please contact us.

Western Christian is a dynamic ministry that seeks to be faithful to the 
Bible, train young people for leadership and service and provide relevant 
resources for Christians in the twenty-first century. The strategic plan of 
the institution seeks to mature the school and extend our rich legacy of 63 
years into the future. To help us with this mission, Western Christian seeks 
men and women who are committed Christians, who love Christ and the 
church, and who have a passion for Christian education, to help lead the 
school successfully into the future. Western Christian is located in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Canada. 

As chief academic officer of the college program, you will be responsible 
for the operation and strategic development of the department, including 
the delivery of an excellent post-secondary academic program. In this role, 
frequent communication and a strong sense of teamwork will be essential. 
You will function as a peer in the Administration team. The Administration 
team is the senior management of the institution and works closely with the 
President in leading the school. As the Academic Dean of the college, you 
will have supervisory responsibility for the college faculty (full-time, 
part-time, and adjunct) and the college Registrar. You will also be 
responsible for and have control over the college budget, including salaries. 
The full specifics of the qualifications and job description are posted on our 
website: www.westernchristian.ca

All applicants must be a committed Christian and an active member of a 
church of Christ. A criminal and vulnerable sector record check and credit 
check must be submitted prior to employment. For full consideration, submit 
your application including your curriculum vitae, cover letter, professional 
references, philosophy of education, transcripts and a sample of any 
academic writings by email to: business@westernchristian.ca, drop off/mail: 
Western Christian College Attn: Dorothy Davis, Human Resources 
100 - 4400 Fourth Avenue, Regina, SK, S4T 0H8 Phone: (306) 545-1515 
ext 223, or fax (306) 352-2198. All applicants must be a committed Christian 
and an active member of a Church of Christ. A criminal and vulnerable sector 
record check and credit check must be submitted prior to employment.
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 PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

CALGARY: (Northside): 803-20A Avenue N.E., 
T2E 1S1; Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7; recorded message; 
276-8088; Derek Chambers, ev.. 

CALGARY: 4030 Maryvale Dr. NE, T2A 2S8; 
Sunday 9:45 AM Classes for Children/Teens/Adults; 
10:45 AM Assembly; 11:15 AM Youth Assembly; 
Care Groups - throughout the week; 
Phone (403) 272-2111; Email: info@calgarycofc.com

CAMROSE: 4901-42 St. T4V 1A2 Sunday morning 
Bible Study 10:15; Sunday morning services 10:45; 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7:00 pm; 
780-672-1220 (off) or Dennis Lindstrand 
(780)672-4978 

EDMONTON NORTH: Meeting place in NW of city
13015 – 116 Avenue, T5M 3C9; 
Office 780.455.1049; Fax 780.454.9545; 
Sun. 9:30 am Bible classes; 10:30 am Worship; 
Wed. 7:00 pm Bible Study CAREgroups at the building 
and in various homes (phone for locations and other 
times); Elders: Henri Bouchard, 
Walter Hreczuch; Evangelists: Garth Johnson (Youth), 
Brian Salter (Young Adult), Nate Seecharan (Pulpit); 
Web: edmontonchurchofchrist.org 
E-mail: church5@telus.net

EDMONTON SOUTH: Southwood Community Centre, 
1880 - 37 St in Millwoods area; (Mailing address: 
6320 - 12 Ave, Edmonton AB T6L 2G2). Sunday 
classes 10:00 AM; assembly 11:00 AM. Wed. 7:00; 
PM CARE groups in homes; phone 
for locations; Tim Johnson, ev. 780-913-8060; 
Peter Ross, contact 780-468-9272; 
E-mail: timoutwest2004@yahoo.ca

LETHBRIDGE: 2720 21st Ave. S., T1K 1H8; 
Sun. 10, 11, 7; Wed. 7:00; Mike Gray, ev. 
(403) 328-0855.

MEDICINE HAT: Crescent Heights Church of Christ, 
655 Stewart Dr. NW, T1A 7C2; Sun. 10, 11, 7; 
Wed. 7; Jamie Lobert, ev. (403) 527-7346 or 
(403) 527-7311 (off)

RED DEER: 68 Donlevy Ave., T4R 2Y8; Sun. 10, 11, 
(evening – call for information); John Smith, ev. 
(403) 347-3986 

 PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

ABBOTSFORD (Central Valley): #5 – 2580 Cedar 
Park Place V2S 6B2; Sun. 10,11; Tues. 7:30 at 
address above, Norm Weir, ev. (604) 850-8670 (off); 
859-5973 (res). If no answer 852-5052; 
email: normjen@shaw.ca; 
website: http://allann.dyndns.org/cvcoc

BURNABY (Greater Vancouver): 7485 Salisbury Ave. 
V5E 3A5; Sunday 9:45 am, 6 pm, Sunday School 
10:30, Midweek groups meet in homes. 
Call for times and locations; Kirk Ruch, ev. 
K.M.R@SBChurch.ca; Mike Parker, youth, 
FishFreaks@SBChurch.ca;
Office, office.contact@SBChurch.ca 
(604) 522-7721 (off.); Website: www.SBChurch.ca

CAMPBELL RIVER: 226 Hilchey Road V9W 1P4 
Contact: (250) 923-5233; (250) 923-6396; 
(250) 286-3780

CHILLIWACK: Senior Citizens Bldg. Br 24, 
corner of Cook and Victoria St.; PO Box 327; 
Sun. 10:30, 11; 7:00 p.m. at #102-8075 Mary Street 
at John Forman’s house. Phone # 604-792-7806; 
Al McCutcheon, sec. 604-824-6703

CRESTON: Box 866, Creston, BC, V0B 1G0; 
Phone: 250-428-5937 or 250-428-4376.

CROFTON: 1288 Smith Rd. Box 45, V0R 1R0; 
Phone for time; (250) 246-3659.

DELTA: Delta Christian School, 53rd & 
Ladner Trunk Road, Ladner; 9:45, 10:45; Midweek: 
Call for times; PO Box 18623, RPO Ladner, Delta, BC 
V4K 4V7; contact Jim Hawkins, (604) 581-2169.

KELOWNA: 1317 Ethel St., Kelowna BC, V1Y 2X1; 
Building 250-861-9486, Sunday 10:30 a.m. Worship, 
Evangelist: Barrie Forman, 250-860-4354 and cell: 
250-469-2161, sonlover@shaw.ca, cell 212-0080; 
Elders: Wayne Muirhead, 250-861-4008, 
marwayn@hotmail.com; 
Ted Windmill, 250-763-8445, 
edward_windmill@telus.net

NANAIMO: 1720 Meredith Rd., V9S 2M4; 
Sun. 10:00, 11:00, Wed. meeting in homes 
7:00 PM. Please phone for times and place. 
Wayne Peckett, (250) 758-6985, wjpeckett@shaw.ca

NORTH BEND: North Bend Community Hall; 
Sun. 10; SS 1, Boston Bar, BC V0K 1C0; 867-9420.

PRINCE GEORGE: 9465 Old Summit Lake Road, 
V2K 5S8, 250-962-6978

PRINCE RUPERT: 977 Prince Rupert Blvd.; 
PO Box 324, V8J 3P9; Sunday Bible classes 11:00 
am, worship 10:00 am; Thurs. 7; Dick Brant, ev. 
(250) 624-4449 (off), 624-5834 (res)

SALMON ARM: 2460 Auto Rd. S.E.; Sunday 10:00; 
Call for times and locations of other meetings; 
250-804-3060; Box 51, V1E 4N2; Doug Kendig, 
John Murrey and Gordon Parmenter, elders; 
Ray Fisher, ev. 

SURREY: (Greater Vancouver):15042 92nd Ave., 
V3R 5V7; Sun. 10, 11, 6; Ron Beckett, ev., 
604-594-1796.

VANCOUVER (City Church): Trout Lake Community 
Centre, 3350 Victoria Drive; Worship Sunday 12:30 
– 2:30 PM; Phone: 604-327-9321; Mailing Address: 
1969 E. 49th Avenue, Unit # 1, Vancouver, BC, 
V5P 1T5; Website: www.citychurchofchrist.org

VANCOUVER (Oakridge): 6970 Oak St., V6P 3Z6; 
English services: Sun. 10, 11, 6 
Spanish Bible study Friday 6:30; 
Milton Diaz, ev., 604-432-1749 (res.).
website: www.churchofchristoakridge.com

VERNON: 4107 Pleasant Valley Rd, V1T 4M1; 
Sun. 10, 11; Murray Ververda, ev., 
(250) 545-5256 (res);  545-6892 (off).

VICTORIA (South Island Church of Christ): 
Mailing address: South Island Church of Christ, 
c/o 108-800 Kelly Road, Suite 257, Victoria, BC, 
V9B 6J9; Meeting address: 1289 Parkdale Drive;
Phone for time: D. Morton, 250-479-8480; 
e-mail SICOC@shaw.ca

 PROVINCE OF MANITOBA

BRANDON: 943 7th St., R7A 3V1; Sun. 10:30; 
Midweek; call for location (204) 728-0957; 
Charles Muller, sec. 726-4723.

CARMAN: Main Street S.; Sun. 10, 1:15; Wed. 7:30; 
Box 955, R0G 0J0; contact Ray Winkler (elder), 
745-3226; Dale Elford, ev, 745 6969 (office)

DAUPHIN: 220 Whitmore Ave. W; Mailing address: 
Box 70, Dauphin, R7N 2T9; Sun. worship 10:00; 
Sun. & Wed. nights call for details; 
(204) 638-6321 (off), Fax: 638-0872; 
Randy Foss, ev., email: wwyes@hotmail.com

MANSON: Bldg. in Manson Village; Sun. 10, 11; 
Box 2, R0M 1J0; Wilf Rogers (204) 722-2293 or 
Lloyd Jacobs, (204) 722-2278, elders; Ken Starnes, 
sec. (204) 722-2085.

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE: Contact Gerald Mccutcheon, 
239-1817.

WINNIPEG (Central): Please call for times and 
locations. (204) 475-6462; Fax: (413) 677-6165; 
Mail: 170 St. Mary’s Road, Winnipeg, MB R2H 1H9; 
website: www.winnipegchurch.ca; 
Jim Hobbs, sec. for elders (204) 261-9861; 
Wayne Turner, ev. (204) 257-7926 (res); 
wayne@winnipegchurch.ca; Chad Celaire, youth min. 
(204) 284-6280 (res) chad@winnipegchurch.ca

 PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK

MONCTON: 365 Pine Glen Rd., Riverview (Moncton), 
E1B 4J8; Sun. 10, Wed. 7:30 p.m.; (506) 866-1458; 
Royal Maillet (506) 532-2956; 
other contact: Kenny Woodman (506) 382-9409

SAINT JOHN: Meeting in the home of 
FRED NELSON, 5 Devonayer Court, 
Rothesay E2E 6E2; Sunday meetings flexible; 
Phone (506) 847-2802.

 NEW YORK STATE

BUFFALO (Linwood): 2523 Main St., 14214; 
Sun. 9:30, 10:45, 6; Training Class 5; Wed. 7; 
John Smiley, ev. (716) 832-7171.

NIAGARA FALLS: 359 14th St., Niagara Falls, NY, 
14303; Off (716)285-6534, Home (716) 297-6563; 
Sunday Bible study 10 am, worship 11 am, evening 
6 pm, Wed. 7 pm. Minister Eddie J. Cornelius; 
e-mail: niafallscofc@aol.com

 PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA

HALIFAX: 48 Convoy Ave., B3N 2P8; 
Sun. 10, 11; Midweek, check for day and place; 
ev. (902) 443-9628 (off), Wayne Taylor, sec. 
(902) 876-7402; Kevin Cleary (ev) 902-446-5818

KENTVILLE: 177 Middle Dyke Rd. exit 12 off 
Hwy 101, Sun. 11, 10; Wed. 6; Box 26, B4N 3V9; 
Elders: Kevin Irvine, Jack Bearden; (902) 678-8881

SHUBENACADIE: Mill Village Church, 3613 Indian 
Rd.; Sun. 10:15, 11; Wed. 6:30; R.R. 1, B0N 2H0; 
(902) 758-4252 D. Hallett (902) 758-2133; 
J. Mackey, (902) 758-2633; 902-758-4252 bldg, 
email:sdboehner@xplornet.com 

 PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

AJAX (Serving Durham Region): Ajax Community 
Centre, 75 Centennial Rd., Ajax, ON, 
(mailing address: 290 Harwood Ave. S., PO Box 
21018, Ajax, ON, L1S 2J1); Sun. 9:30, 10:30, 7; 
call for mid-week information; 
Marlon Molina, ev., marlonm@strathmorecofc.ca; 
Malcolm Porter, 905-668-3346 (res). 

AURORA: 15216 Yonge St. S.; 
(entrance beside Benjamin Moore Paints); 
Sun. 9:30, 11:00, Wed. 7:30; P.O. Box 71523, 
L4G 1L9; Contact: Scott & Linda Harvey, 
(905) 473-5631 or leave message; 
e-mail: aurorachurchofchrist@hotmail.com 
or Clare Preston, (905) 841-2272

BARRIE: 345 Grove St. E. (at Cook), L4M 2R6; 
Sun. 10, 11, 6:30; Wed. 7:00; (705) 722-7155 (off.); 
Shawn Redding, ev. (705) 792-5024 Home; 
(705) 718-6876 Cell. sdredding89@rogers.com

BEAMSVILLE: 4900 John St., L0R 1B6; 
Sunday 9:30 am Bible classes and Discussion 
Groups, 10:30 worship, 6:00 pm Contemporary 
worship, Small groups meeting throughout the 
week.; Don Smith, ev. 905-563-7655 (off); ➤

e-mail: beamsvillechurchofchrist@bellnet.ca 
website: www.beamsvillechurchofchrist.ca

BRAMALEA: 750 Clark Blvd., (south of Hwy. 7 on 
Finchgate Boulevard), L6T 3Y2; (905) 792-2297; 
mail@bramaleacofc.ca; Sun. 9:45, 11, 6; 
Thurs. 7:30; Kevin Hunter, ev (905) 455-5796 (res); 
Walter Straker, ev (905) 789-1632 (res); 
www.bramaleacofc.ca.

BRANTFORD: 267 North Park St., N3R 4L2; 
Sun. 10, 11, last Sunday of month 6:30; 
Wed. 7; contact Ray Knight (519) 754-0401; 
Roy Cox, 519-449-3239 
office (519) 759-6630

BRANTFORD: (Costain/Johnson Community Centre) 
16 Morrell St., N3T 4J2; Sun. 10 & 11., Wed. 7; 
call for information on various other mid-week class-
es; 519-758-5673 (75-U-LORD); Rick Gamble (min.); 
519-753-5353 (res.); www.followers.ca or 
e-mail followers@bfree.on.ca

BURKS FALLS: 51B, Ontario Street, Sun: 9:15 am to 
12:00 includes 2 children Classes, Tues 6:30; Mailing 
Address: Church of Christ, c/o Eunice Johnston, 
205 First Avenue; RR# 1, Burks Falls, Ontario 
P0A 1C0; 705-783-6476 (off); 
Evangelist: Hubert Lawrence 705-382-1414; 
e-mail: hubertlawrence@xplornet.com; 
web site: www.churchesofchrist.ca.

CAMBRIDGE: Meeting at Youth Unlimited across 
from 45 Brierdale Rd. Sun. 10:30, call for midweek 
small groups. evs. Greg Whitfied (226) 338-6720, 
Paul Moore (519) 635-7837; www.cambridgecofc.
ca Mailing address: 315-150 Christopher Dr., 
Cambridge, ON N1R 4S4

COLLINGWOOD: 494 10th Street, Collingwood, 
Ontario L9Y 2H1; Email: cchurchofchrist@bmts.com; 
Phone 705-444-0010; Minister: Les Cramp, Phone 
519-538-5184; Cell 519-379-8846; Sunday Study 
10:00 a.m. & Worship 11 a.m.; Study Tues 2 p.m.; 
Please join us for worship, Bible study or fellowship 
at any time.

CORNWALL: 1702 Dover Road, Cornwall, ON K6J; 
Sun 10,11; Wednesday 7:00; call ahead for worship 
times in case of any changes; Allen Bojarski, ev.
Phone (613) 933-1825; Fax (613) 933-2464;
Emails: abojarski@cogeco.ca or 
churchofchrist@cogeco.ca; Jeremy Bojarski, youth 
minister. Phone (613) 933-8445; 
Joel Bojarski, treasurer; Mark Duperron, chairman, 
Phone: (613) 932-3701; website: 
http://home.cogeco.ca/~abojarski/index.html

FENWICK: 765 Welland Ave.; Sun. 9:45, 11, 6:30; 
Wed. 7:30; P.O. Box 416, L0S 1C0; (905) 892-5661; 
email <DonHipwell@AOL.com>

GRIMSBY: 63 Casablanca Blvd., south of Q.E. exit; 
Sun. Worship 9:45, Bible classes 11 am Sun evening 
5, Wed. 7 pm; Box 181, L3M 4G3; (905) 945-3058 
(off); George Mansfield, ev (h) 289-235-9411 
website: www.grimsbycofc.org; 
other contact (905) 945-8668

HAILEYBURY: Meeting at 607 Christian Avenue, 
usually Sundays at 4pm – but call to confirm place 
and time. Week day Bible studies by appointment, 
Mike & Judy Tinney 705-672-9241 or 
e-mail: can@parolink.net

HAMILTON: 321 East 27th Street (at Fennell) 
L8V 3G8 (Mt. Hamilton) Sun. 10, 11, 7; 
Wed. 7:00 p.m. (905) 385-5775 (off); Art Ford, ev., 
(905) 296-1560 (h), artf@hurchofchristhamilton.
com; Chris Gardner, sec., (905) 388-9174; 
www.churchofchristhamilton.com

HAMILTON (North): YMCA building, 
79 James St. S.; Sun. 9:30, 10:30; Wed. 7; 
Joe Sandassie, 905-389-8308, 
286 East 26th Street, Hamilton ON L8V 3E1

HUNTSVILLE: Huntsville Public Library, 
7 Minerva St. E., Sun. 10:00, c/o Dave Preston, 
(705) 789-7697, 491 Fowlers Rd., R.R.#5, Huntsville, 
Ont., P1H 2N5. Other contacts: 
Ken Smith, (705) 789-8292, Steve Watson, 
(705) 788-2332.
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HUNTSVILLE: 36 Hilltop Dr., P1H 1C5 (off Hwy. 11BN); 
Sun. 9:45, 11, 7; Ken Skinner 
705-382-2283 or Evelyn Preston, sec. 705-767-3237.

ICE LAKE (Manitoulin Island): 1-1/4 miles South 
of Hwy 540; Sunday: classes 9:45, worship 11 am; 
7:30 pm Wed.; Contact: Joel Lock (705) 282-8531, 
wjlock@hotmail.com; RR #1, Gore Bay, ON P0P 1H0 

KENORA: 101 Norman Dr.; Sun. 10, 11; 
P.O. Box 2905, P9N 3X8; Earl Rattai, ev., 548-2245.

KINGSTON: 446 College St., K7L 4M7; 
Sunday School 10 am, worship 11 am, 
Sunday evening 4 to 6 “introduction to church”; 
(off) 613-546-5409

KITCHENER SOUTH: Kitchener City Hall (Learning 
Room) 200 King St. W.; Sun. 10, 11; Wed. 7:30 in 
homes; Mailing address: Kitchener Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 25040, SDM Hiway Centre Postal Outlet, 
Kitchener, ON, N2A 4A5; Hugh Pitcher 
519-699-5263 or Julian Smith 519-742-8626.

LONDON: 1750 Huron St., N5V 3A2; 
(519) 455-6730; Sun. worship 10 a.m. 
Bible study to follow at 11 a.m.; Call for mid-week 
opportunities; FAX 645-8088

LONDON (East): 380 Adelaide North, Tolpuddle 
Building Common Rm., entrance off of Adelaide at 
King St. S. Parking in Marshall Street Lot behind 
building. Sun: 9:45 a.m. Exhortation; 10:05 a.m. 
Bible Study; 11:00 Worship; contact Gordon Worrall 
(519)434-1981 

MEAFORD: 113 Nelson St.W. N4L 1G3; Sun. 9:45, 
11, 6; Wed. 7:30; Les Cramp; (519) 538-1750; 
e-mail: meaford-cofc@brucetelecom.com

MISSISSAUGA: Mail address: Mississauga Church 
of Christ; PO Box 42264; 128 Queen Street S., 
Mississauga ON L5M 5Z5; Place of Worship: 
McKinnon Public School, 3270 Tacc Drive, 
Mississauga (10th Line & Tacc Drive); Worship: 9:30 
AM; Bible Class 10:45; Contact name: Tony Lourenco 
905-792-2297 tlourenco@cogeco.ca

MISSISSAUGA: (Living Water Fellowship): 
fellowship, sharing, prayer, 
Monday through Saturday 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.; 
2305 South Millway, apt. #308, Mississauga ON L5L 
3P8; Call Rod Ostil to confirm 647-887-7794

NEW LISKEARD: 554 Helmer Pedersen Drive, 
New Liskeard; Sun. 10:30; Wed. 7:30; Contacts: 
Jim Robertson, PO Box 1556, New Liskeard ON 
P0J 1P0 (705)647-5488

NEWMARKET: 230 Davis Dr.; Box 21581, L3Y 8J1; 
Sunday 11:15 am Bible classes, worship 10 am, 
6:30 pm; Wednesday, please call for time and 
location; Nathan Pickard, ev.; 905-895-6502(off); 
e-mail-pickardnathan@hotmail.com

NIAGARA FALLS: 3901 Dorchester Rd. N., L2J 3A8, 
(905) 356-3412 (turn E. on Thorold Stone Rd. 
from Q.E. and left on Dorchester Rd.); Sun. 10:30, 
Wed. 7:30; Henry Boland, (905) 356-0107 and 
Darrin Douglas (905) 371-1581, evs.

NORTH BAY: 73 Gertrude St. E.; Sun. 10:30; Wed. 7; 
Box 745, P1B 8J8; (705) 472-7040 (off.); 
David Lock, ev. North Bay; 705-840-0303, 
e-mail: davidrlock@sympatico.ca; 
WebSite: www.northbaycoc.com.

OMAGH: 1412 Britannia Road West, Milton,L9T 2X8; 
10, 11; website: http://omaghchurch.n3.net, 
Harold Ellis, Sec., RR # 3, Campbellville, L0P 1B0.

OTTAWA: 1515 Chomley Cres., K1G 0V9; Sun. 9:30, 
10:30, 6; Wed. 7; Robert MacRury, ev., 
613-733-2580 (off); www.churchofchrist.ca

OWEN SOUND: 835 10th Ave. E., N4K 3H8; 
Sun. 9:45, 11:00, 6; Thurs. 7; Brian Thompson, ev. 
(519) 376-6702 (off.), 372-2155 (res.); 
email: oscoc@wightman.ca

PETERBOROUGH: The Board Room, 
Parkway Place Mall, Landsdowne Street W.; 
Mailing Address: 323 Lindan Ave., K9L 1K9; 
Sunday 10 & 10:45; Wed. The Board Room, 7:00 pm, 
Peter McPherson (705) 742-5349

PINE ORCHARD: 16716 Warden Ave (just south of 
Vivian Rd.) 3 km east of Newmarket; Sun. 10, 11; 
(905) 953-9386. Mailing address: Bruce Brandon, 
Sec., RR 2, Uxbridge, L9P 1R2 (905) 852-5026

PORT COLBORNE: 700 Steele St., L3K 4Z2; 
Sun. 11, 10, 6:30; Wed. 6:30; (905) 834-5775 (off).

REXDALE: Meets Sunday for SS 9:30, worship 
10:30 at 1485 Albion Road, Etobicoke, corner of 
Albion and Kipling. mail goes to Derrick Grant, 
29 Revelstoke Place, brampton On L6R 3G3, 
phone 416-628-9620 (D. Grant) or 
416-656-9309 (Rupert Comrie)

ST. CATHARINES: 439 Ontario St. N., L2N 4M9; 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30, 6; Wed. 7:00; 935-9581 (off.); 
Jeremiah Cisco, ev.; Email: churchofchrist@bellnet.ca; 
WebSite: www.stcatharinescofc.ca

ST. THOMAS: 60 S. Edgeware Rd, N5P 2H6; 
519-633-2210 Sun 10,11 Call for midweek date 
and place; Wil Maddeaux, 519-637-0741.

SARNIA: 796 Errol Road E., N7V 2G7; Sunday 9:30, 
10:45, 6:30; Wednesday 7; Joseph Woodford, ev., 
(519) 339-1161 (off.), (519) 542-6071 (res.); E-mail: 
minister@sarniachurchofchrist.ca

SAULT STE. MARIE (Pinehill): 
132 Cunningham Rd, P6B 1N4 (705)949-4988
Sun 9:40A, 10:40A, call for PM time, Wed 7PM
Elders: C. Whitfield 705-254-6153 
L. Hotchkiss (705)759-0649

SELKIRK: 1/2 km n. of village, Reg. Rd.#53. Sun. 10 
& 11. Wed. 7:00; PO Box 247, Selkirk, ON N0A 1L0; 
Michael Toby: 905-776-0015; medt@kwic.com  
Alt. Paul Ross: 905-7762644 or pmross@netscape.ca

SMITHVILLE: 246 Station St. L0R 2A0, PO Box 451; 
Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7:30. Chris Nicholson, ev. 
(905) 957-6039

SOUTH RIVER: Jaspar St. S.; off Ottawa St. W.; Sun. 
10, 11, 6; Wed. 7:00; Box 549, P0A 1X0; 
Jim Nicholson, ev. (705) 384-5215,
church bldg. (705) 386-2551.

STONEY CREEK: 105 King St. E., L8G 1L1; 
(905) 664-1130 (off.); Sun. 9:45, 11; Sun.; 
Robert Priestnall, sec.; email: emailus@sccoc.ca; 
website: www.sccoc.ca

STRATFORD: 478 Brunswick St.,N5A 3N6; Sunday 
Worship 10:00, Wed. Bible Study 7:00; voice mail 
(519) 273-5280; Larry Hoover (519) 271-9545; 
Shawn LeBlanc, ev. 519-305-0457

SUDBURY: 2663 Bancroft Dr. P3B 1T7; 
Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7:00; Edward Klym (ev), 
705-560-3964, Wes Bailey, sec. 523-0933, 

SUNDRIDGE: Hwy. 11 N.; Sun. Bible classes & 
worship – 10:30–12:00; Wed. 7; P.O. Box 927, 
P0A 1Z0; (705) 384-5214; Steve May, ev. 384-0597.

THESSALON: 8 Albert St. off Hwy. 17;
Sun. 10, 11, 7; Wed. 7:30; Jim Kent, sec, 
RR2 Thessalon P0R 1L0, 705-842-5538.

THUNDER BAY: 501 Edward St. N. (at Redwood), 
P7C 4R1; Sun. 9:45, 11 (call for summer hours); 
Wed. call for information; (807) 577-2213 (off.).

TILLSONBURG: 1 mi. N. on Hwy. 19; Sun. 9:30; 
Wed. 7:00; Box 331, N4G 4H8; 842-7118.

TINTERN: 4359 Spring Creek Rd. Vineland ON 
L0R 2C0; Worship at 9: 45a.m. with classes to fol-
low; Sunday pm call for times and locations; Wed. 
7:00 pm; Noel Walker ev. (905) 563 6311 (off.).

TORONTO (Bayview Ave.): 1708 Bayview Ave., 
M4G 3C4 (1 block S. of Eglinton); Sun. 10, 11; 
Wed. 7; Michael Hilborn, sec., mhilborn@rogers.com; 
63 Campbell Ave., M6P 3T9; (416) 489-7405 (off.).

TORONTO (Scarborough): 700 Progress Avenue, 
Unit # 14 Scarborough, Ontario M1H 2Z7; 
Sun. 9:45am; 11:00am. (Mailing Address: P.O. Box 
47011, 300 Borough Dr. Scarborough, ON 
M1P 4Z7; Church Phone: 416-970-3835; 
Devon Bennett, ev. 905686-2486, 
cell: 416-209-2529, Fax: 905-686-0612; 
e-mail: devon.bennett@sympatico.ca
Phillip Brown ev.905-231-9304, cell: 905-406-9160; 
e-mail: philkare@gmail.com.
Website: www.scarboroughchurchofchrist.net

TORONTO (Harding Ave.): 47 Harding Ave., 
M6M 3A3; Sun. 10, 11, 7; Wed. 7; Dick Forsyth, ev., 
Beamsville, 563-7874; Aikins Wiredu, sec., 
905-791-0694; contact, Kaso Ramcharitar, 
416-652-7266; Twi service available.

TORONTO (Strathmore Blvd.): 346 Strathmore Blvd. 
M4C 1N3 (across from Coxwell subway station); 
416-461-7406; Sun. 9:45, 11, 6; Wed. 7; 
Elders: Marvin Johnson (416) 752-0325, 
Stephen Gill (416) 265-2496, Peter Dwomoh 
(416) 462-3616; Jean Volcy (416) 267-6820; 
Max Craddock, ev. (416) 461- 7406, 
e-mail <maxc@strathmorecofc.ca>; 
Fax (416) 424-1850; Santiago Molina (Spanish) ev, 
(416) 751-6879, website: www.strathmorecofc.ca

VANDELEUR: E. off Hwy #10 (2 km S. of Markdale) 
along Artemesia Township sideroad 10 7 km; Sun. 
10, 11; Ian Boyce, sec., PO Box 1196, 
450 Countess Street S, Durham ON  N0G 1R0; 
Phone 519-369-1731; 
Gordon Dennis, 240 Elgin St. N., Box 274; 
Mount Forest, N0G 2L0; (519) 323-2424

WATERLOO: 470 Glenelm Cres., N2L 5C8; 
(519) 885-6330 (off); Sun, 9:30, 10:30, and 6:00 
(except 4th Sunday), Wed 7:30; David Dunn ev., 
519-669-4319; Jamie Azzoparde, 519-578-8553 
(res), e-mail: azzoparde@gmail.com

WALKERTON: Victoria Jubilee Hall; 111 Jackson st.; 
Sun 10 a.m. and 11a.m.; Gregory Smith 
(519) 392-8128; Mailing- RR2 Teeswater, ON N0G 
2S0; email- gregory@gregorycnsmith.com

WINDSOR (West Side): 2255 Totten St., N9B 1X6 
(E. of Huron Church Rd.); 254-6262 or 945-4851; 
Sun. 9:45, 11, 5:30; Wed. 7:30; Drew Chapados, ev., 
785 Sandison Ave., Windsor, N9E 4T3; 
(519) 250-4407; Email: wsidecoc@sympatico.ca; 
wwwgeocities.com/wsidecoc.

 PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

MONTREAL (French): 2500 Charland, H1Z 1C5; 
Sun. 10:15, 11:00; Wed. 7:00 (Fr. class); 1st Sat. 
6:30 p.m. “Phoebe” women’s class; last Sat. 6:00 
youth meeting; 387-6163 (off.); Fredeick Feruzi, ev. 
e-mail: feruzikj@hotmail.com

MONTREAL (English/French/Ashante/Ghanian): 
598-5 th Avenue, Lachine; Sun. 10, 11, 6:30; 
Wed. 7:00 (English); Fri. 7 (French); PO Box 66 
Westmount Station, H3Z 2T1; 514-637-7604;
Leonard Amanatey, ev; 
email: churchofchristmontreal@hotmail.com;
website: www.greatermontrealchurchofchrist.com.

MONTREAL (South-West – English/French/Spanish): 
Ville Emard Church of Christ, 6259 Monk Blvd., 
Montreal, QC, H4E 3H8 (2 streets east of the Monk 
subway station); (514) 765-8919. Simultaneous 
electronic translation: Sunday 10, 11, Wed. 7; 
Website: www.vecoc.org; Michael Mazzalongo,ev. 
(514) 766-4911; e-mail: Mazzalongo@videotron.ca; 
Roger Saumur, ev. (450) 635-5105 
e-mail: rogersaumur@sympatico.ca 

MONTREAL (Spanish): 7378 rue Lajeunesse, 
Rm.#101, Montreal, QC H2R 2H8; Sunday 10, 11; 
Héctor Méndez info (514)948-0917; e-mail: 
303012@gosympatico.ca; Roberto Herrera info 
(514)328-1467; e-mail: robertoro38@hotmail.com

PLESSISVILLE: Centre Communautaire, André Côté, 
CP21, G6L 2Y6; Sun. 6 & 7 pm; Yvon Beaudoin, 
(418)728-5240; email: ybeaudoin@oricom.ca.

QUEBEC CITY: 2980 Verteuil, Ste-Foy (corner 
Jean-Noel); Sun. 9:30, 10:30 (French); Wed. 19:30; 
C.P. 9041 Ste- Foy, G1V 4A8; 
Yvon Beaudoin, ev. (418) 728-5240; 
office 418-651-3664; email: ybeaudoin@oricom.ca.

 PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN

BENGOUGH: E. side Hwy. 34; Sun. 10:30, 11:15; 
Norman Kemp, Box 134, S0C 0K0; (306) 268-4522.

ESTEVAN: 1302 8th St., S4A 1H6; 634-3116; Sun. 
10, 11, 7; Wed. 7; Tim Pippus, ev., 634-8195, res.
E-mail: estevan.cofc@sasktel.net
website: www.estevanchurchofchrist.org

GRAVELBOURG: 300-2nd Ave. E.; Sun. 10:30, 
Box 507, S0H 1X0; Wendell Bailey, ev 
(306) 648-3435; Edna Johnson, sec.; 
Gerry Bell and Stan Bell, elders.

KENOSEE VILLAGE: Moose Mountain Church of Christ, 
Mailing address: Box 322, Wawota, SK S0G 5A0; 
Sun. 10; Mid-week call: Brent Olson, ev., 306-577-2477 
or contact Cam Husband, 306-739-2882

LLOYDMINSTER: 56 Ave. and 47 St., Box 88, 
S9V 0X9; Sun. 9:30, 10:30; Lee Patmore, ev.; 
(780) 875-4056; email: patmores@sasktel.net

MOOSE JAW: 901 James Street, Moose Jaw, SK S6H 
3H5; (306) 693-4064 (off.); mjcoc@sasktel.net
Website: http://mjchurchofchrist.blogspot.com; 
Call fro times of worship, Darrin Ashby, ev

RADVILLE: in private Residence at (810 Mann Ave.); 
Richard Thue, sec., Box 532, S0C 2G0; 
(306) 869-3103 (res.).

REGINA (Glen Elm): 1825 Rothwell St., S4N 2C3, 
Minister: Jason Bandura; Youth Minister: 
Blair Roberts; (306)757-1825; FAX (306)757-5727; 
e-mail: office@warmwelcome.ca, Website: 
www.warmwelcome.ca; Please call for times

REGINA: Northwest Church of Christ, 
4400-4th Ave., S4T 0H8 – on the campus of Western 
Christian College; Sunday 9:45; Classes 11:15; (306) 
539-2280; Kirk Hinnergardt, Minister; 
Website: www.thenorthwestchurchofchrist.com ; 
E-mail: kirkinsk@hotmail.com

SASKATOON: Sunday, Worship 10 AM, Wed,7PM; 
Phone for summer schedule; Office:343-7922;
Ministers: Bob Parker; Mike Parker.
Location & Mail: 134 Cardinal Cres. S7L 6H6;
Fax: 343-1589; Email: stooncofcoffice@sasktel.net

SWIFT CURRENT: Church of Christ, Box 1103, 
Swift Current, SK, S9H 3X3; Sun. 10, 11; 
Wed. 6:30; Susan Eidem, sec., 306-773-9043; 
(call for location of meetings).

WEYBURN: 1115 First Ave. NE (Hwy. 13E), 
S4H 0N2; Sun. 9:30, 10:30, 7; Wed. 7; Scott Wade, 
ev., (306) 842-6424 (off); (306) 848-2032 (res).
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Your support of the Key To The Kingdom ministry is needed daily in 2009 

➢ Pray daily for this outreach...
➢ Advertise the programme to your family, friends and community…
➢ Support the ministry financially in your personal and church budgets…

On May 3 we invite congregations to focus their worship service on 
evangelism in Canada and the Key To The Kingdom ministry in particular by:

Having special prayers offered in support of this work...

Taking a special contribution to help with the financial requirements of the 
ministry…

The Vision Network 
Friday mornings, 8:30 (Eastern Time)

The Christian Channel 
Thursday mornings, 7:30 (Eastern Time)

CHNU JOYTV, Channel 10 
covering Vancouver, Victoria & the Fraser Valley Friday mornings at 8:00 (Pacific Time)

Strathmore Blvd Church of Christ
346 Strathmore Blvd
Toronto, ON  M4C 1N3
416-461-7406
Email: maxc@strathmorecofc.ca

Please contact the Strathmore leadership with any 
questions concerning the Key Ministry at:

Key To The Kingdom Day, 
MAY 3, 2009


