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It is a simple fact of nature; if 
we cease to reproduce cells, we 
are dying. I do not know if we 

can trust the University of Califor-
nia Santa Barbara, but their web 
site claims that in a healthy human 
body the process of cell reproduc-
tion goes on at a rate of hundreds 
of thousands per minute. Old cells 
die; new cells are formed, constant-
ly. Thus, a body that is not growing 
is dying. And the church is such a 
body (1 Cor 12:12-13).

  A church of 100 that is baptiz-
ing 10 new members per 
year might expect that in 10 
years it will be a church of 
200 (since 10 baptisms per 
year for 10 years would = 
100 new members). But it does not 
work that way. The ten new Chris-
tians per year may be just enough 
to keep up with the death rate. If it 
is an older church, it may not be. 
Older members might die off even 
faster than new ones are added.

  I am not a believer in trying to force 
or rush growth. Stretching children 
on the rack to make them taller is 
a very bad idea. Keep them healthy 
and they should grow naturally. The 
same is true with churches.

  I have seen churches that talked 
about little other than evangelism; 
I have seen such churches sud-
denly collapse. They forced growth 
and neglected important aspects 
of health. This led to disaster. But 
we do need to be concerned about 
growth. Growth is an indicator of 
health, lack of growth an indicator 
of some kind of underlying health 
problem.

  Many of our churches are in de-
cline, serious decline. Part of that 
decline may have to do with the 
overall spiritual/moral/social cli-
mate in Western society; but to 
some extent I think that has become 

an excuse. Yes, nearly all churches 
(not just churches of Christ) stopped 
growing some years ago, but that 
could be because nearly all church-
es were unhealthy. Perhaps most 
were self-focused. Perhaps most 
had lost sight of their mission and 
message. Whatever the causes, we 
have to find a way to turn things 
around or more than half of the 
churches in existence today will be 
closed ten to fifteen years from now.

  Over the next four months I in-
tend for us to examine some of the 

possible causes of our declining 
numbers. But in this introductory 
article, I want to consider some is-
sues raised by the two scripture 
texts listed above.

Hidden opportunities
  I believe that these texts would 
call on us to look for opportuni-
ties within the very obstacles with 
which our culture confronts us. 

  We see this most clearly in the 
Acts 11 text. The Jerusalem church 
was scattered. The church was per-
secuted. Admittedly, persecution 
is never fun; but even persecution 
presents opportunities. 

  “Now those who were scattered 
because of the persecution that 
arose over Stephen traveled as far 
as Phoenicia and Cyprus and An-
tioch, speaking the word to no one 
except Jews. But there were some 
of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, 
who on coming to Antioch spoke to 
the Hellenists also, preaching the 
Lord Jesus” (Acts 11:19-20, ESV).

  Christians are no longer being 
ignored in Western society. We are 
targets for discrimination. But it is 
likely better that we be hated than 

that we be simply unnoticed. As the 
first Christians took advantage of 
persecution, finding opportunities 
within the obstacles, so must we. 

Seek the Lord’s hand
  These texts also remind us that we 
must seek the Lord’s hand, instead 
of thinking that success is within 
our power. When things were going 
well, it was easy to think that prog-
ress was within our grasp. Perhaps 
we have been too self-confident 
and self-reliant. It was “the hand 

of the Lord” that caused the 
great numbers to turn (Acts 
11:21). It was not so much 
that these early believers 
had some sure-fire method.

  We see this all through the Isaiah 
49 passage as well. It is the heav-
enly action that turns the tide and 
enables his people to honor him 
(49:1, 2, 6).

Out of our box
  Lastly, these texts remind us that 
we must be willing to reach out-
side our cultural box. To put that in 
slightly different terms, we must be 
willing to see the outward appear-
ance of the church change. I admit 
that this one bothers me. I know 
that it is biblical, but it bothers me.

  It is biblical. We can see it clearly 
in the text from Acts 11. Those Jew-
ish believers needed to share the 
message with Gentiles, even though 
doing so would radically transform 
the church. We see it also in the 
Isaiah 49 text. It is too light a thing 
that only one nation be raised up. 
God’s glory demands that his light 
go to all.

  But it bothers me because I fear 
that too few within the church to-
day have the biblical and spiritual 
maturity to make sound judgments 
as to what really matters. Some will 
refuse to allow anything to change. 

THOUGHTS ON CHURCH GROWTH

Grow or Die – ISAIAH 49:1-6; ACTS 11:19-26
Thayer Salisbury

Growth is an indicator of health, lack of growth an 
indicator of some kind of underlying health problem.
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Others will “throw out the baby with 
the bathwater” not seeing that the 
changes they tolerate fundamental-
ly transform the message.

  The choices are not always easy, 
but they must be made.

  Which would we rather see in 
our communities twenty-five years 
from now? Would we want to see 
something secular, possibly a pre-
school or a movie theater or a quilt 
shop operating in what is currently 
the meeting place of the church? 
Or would we rather that there be 
a church that to all outward ap-
pearance looks a lot like us (middle 
class, middle aged, politically con-
servative)? But what if it 
is a church teaching some 
human-centered message? 
Would we not rather that 
there be a church that in 
outward appearance looks very 
different from our current congre-
gation, possibly made up mostly 
of minorities, perhaps following a 
rather different order of worship, 
but teaching the fundamental bibli-
cal gospel? 

  Clearly the last is what we should 
choose, but how to make that ideal 
the reality is the difficulty.

Our best evangelistic tool
  As an undergraduate at Okla-
homa Christian, I had occasion to 
hear Stafford North speak several 
times. I recall that one of his favor-
ite themes was to recount what he 
called the most significant sermon 
preached on American soil. The 
preaching of Walter Scott had been 
the subject of North’s M.A. thesis at 
Louisiana State University. He be-
lieved that Scott’s sermon at New 
Lisbon, Ohio (now called simply 
Lisbon) on November 18, 1827 was 
that most significant sermon. 

  To that point in time virtually 
all frontier preaching was long on 
emotionalism while being short on 
both logic and scripture. Hyper-
Calvinism was the order of the day. 

People believed that they must have 
a violent emotional experience or 
they could not know if they were of 
those elected to salvation. 

  Scott preached a straight-forward 
recapitulation of Peter’s sermon at 
Pentecost and ended by inviting 
those who wished to be saved to do 
what Peter had said should be done 
(Acts 2:37-38). There was no need 
to get a case of the barks, or to have 
a fainting fit, or to weep uncontrol-
lably. One just needed to do what 
God had commanded and trust God 
for salvation. A respected citizen 
named William Amend responded 
to this sermon. Scott, and others, 

began to preach similar sermons, 
and the Restoration Movement be-
gan to really make progress.

  I heard that story several times, 
but recently I was able to learn 
some additional details that are of 
significance.

  A.S. Hayden, in his book A His-
tory of the Disciples on the Western 
Reserve, tells us that Scott had been 
trying to preach in a similar manner 
for two months or more, but had 
done so with no visible success. In 
the days leading up to the meeting 
at New Lisbon, Scott had given him-
self to prayer. He had asked for the 
Lord’s leading. Was his understand-
ing of our response to the gospel 
correct? If so, he needed the Lord to 
open hearts to this new (old) mes-
sage. So Walter Scott gave himself 
to prayer in a special way leading 
up to the preaching in New Lisbon.

  In regard to that night at New Lis-
bon, Scott was long puzzled. Scott 
had not noticed Amend in the audi-
ence until near the end of the ser-
mon. It seemed as if Amend might 
have responded to a sermon that he 
had not actually heard.

  Eventually Scott wrote to Amend 
to raise this question. In reply 
Amend confirmed that he had ar-
rived quite late. He had not heard 
very much of the sermon. But he 
responded because of the way the 
little bit he did hear touched upon a 
commitment he had made. 

  Amend, a prominent member of 
the Presbyterian Church, had long 
felt a conflict between what he read 
in scripture and the preaching he 
heard in his own church. One eve-
ning early in November, after read-
ing Acts 2, Amend had told his wife 
that “the first man I meet who will 
preach the gospel thus, with him I 

will go.”

  So when Amend arrived 
late at the Baptist meet-
ing house, where Walter 
Scott was preaching, he was 

prepared to respond to what Scott 
was preaching. In a sense, William 
Amend was not responding so much 
to Scott’s preaching as to his pray-
ing. Scott had prayed that the Lord 
would prepare hearts to receive the 
message, and the heart of William 
Amend was prepared.

  We need to use the best methods 
we can find; but ultimately we must 
recognize that the best method 
available to us is to cast ourselves 
upon the Lord. We are at best weak 
and flawed messengers, mere jars 
of clay (2 Cor 4:7f). The body of 
Christ on this earth has no comeli-
ness to it that would attract outsid-
ers (Isa 53:2). When we attempt to 
jazz up the church and elocutionize 
our preaching, we generally make 
fools of ourselves. The power is in 
the seed of the word (Lk 8:11). We 
must scatter that seed and pray that 
the Lord will prepare the soil of hu-
man hearts to receive it.

  If the church does not grow it will 
die. But we cannot make it grow. We 
may plant and water, but the Lord 
alone will give the increase (1 Cor 
3:6). Let us pray for that increase.

Toledo, Ohio

We may plant and water, but the Lord alone will give  
the increase (1 Cor 3:6). Let us pray for that increase.
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Back in the mid-1960’s, a 
group of teens from a congre-
gation in New York listened 

to a recording of a relatively new 
comedian. They laughed loudly at 
his material, especially his charac-

terizations of the encounters between Noah and 
God and the instructions to build an ark and 
gather the pairs of animals. They roared with 
laughter when Noah became a little cheeky, and 
was asked, “Noah, how long can you tread wa-
ter?” For decades since, that comedian became 
the standard for clean comedy and a wholesome 
image – appearing in an animated children’s 
show, movies and television shows including an 
extremely popular, long running sit-com, and 
commercials for family-friendly products, like 
Jello. The Wikipedia article about him today 
calls Bill Cosby, a “stand-up comedian, actor, 
musician, author and convicted sex offender.” It 
notes that “more than 60 women accused him” 
of a range of inappropriate assaults. He is now 
serving a sentence of three to ten years.
  It was disappointing, if not even disillusion-
ing for some, to see the fall of such a popular 
icon. We have seen many celebrities “crash 
and burn” from their inability to handle the 
wealth, fame and wide range of opportunities 
for misbehaviour. Yet, should we be surprised 
when the cult of stardom creates stars who are 
classed as “idols”—people to be followed and 
adored and given vast sums of money for pro-
viding the world with the diversion of entertain-
ment, whether through acting, music or sports? 
In this context, the term “idol” has become an 
accepted and even desired description of status 
and popularity. Yet, few seem to survive the ac-
colades. Many end up as suicides, over-doses, 

accidents, or in alcohol or drug rehabilitation, 
not to mention divorce courts. These “idols” of 
our world are not examples to be emulated and 
adored. Yet, how many of those who profess to 
be Christians help support this system?
  Perhaps we need to step back and remind 
ourselves of Paul’s admonition in Romans 12, 
“Do not be conformed to this world…” or as 
Phillips puts it, “Don’t let the world press you 
into its mold.” Admittedly, we are designed and 
encouraged to appreciate beauty—the creation, 
the good that people can accomplish. We should 
focus our minds on those things that are good, 
lovely, excellent, beautiful…as Paul instructs. 
But does that include elevating the status of an-
other human being to almost god-like stature? 
Are the “gods” of entertainment, sports, rec-
reation and leisure leading God’s people away 
from Him? Are they distracting and lessening 
the influence of Christians? Our culture creates 
and venerates idols. They may not be religious 
in the traditional sense. Yet, people adhere to 
them with the same adoration and loyalty as 
any deity. Certainly, fans can be fickle, rapidly 
exchanging one idol for another. But, they are 
all found in the same or a similar “temple” – 
theatre, arena, stadium…whatever.
  The irony is, how many of these idols have 
come crashing down in scandal, personal failure, 
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injury only to be replaced by another? The gen-
eral public does not learn that human beings are 
not worthy of veneration and worship. We can-
not help but remember how the Old Testament 
prophets pointed to the folly of man-made idols, 
how a man might cut a piece of wood in half, 
burn one part in a fire to create heat and carve 
the other into an idol and worship it saying, “You 
have made me.” Similarly, throughout the his-
tory of God’s people, bowing down in worship to 
any mortal was abhorrent. Daniel’s three friends 
were willing to face death in a fiery furnace as 
was Daniel in the lion’s den rather than kneel 
before a man. Even part of the story in Esther 
was the unwillingness of her uncle to bow. Early 
Christians faced death rather than burn incense 
and proclaim, “Caesar is Lord!”

  In the eighth and ninth century, a contro-
versy raged in the religious world. The western 
church (Catholic) used and venerated objects, 
statues, etc. that were known as icons. The 
eastern churches (Orthodox) strongly opposed 
their use. This became known as the Iconoclas-
tic Controversy. This became violent, as people 
opposed to statues attacked Catholic churches 
and broke the statues, giving rise to the term, 
“iconoclast” (breaker of statues). Much later, 
those favoring the use of icons would be called 
“iconolaters”—a blend of icon and idolater. 
Worship and adoration of either images or peo-
ple is unacceptable.

  The first command of the Decalogue was 
“You shall have no other Gods before me.” God 
was to be honoured above all. His worship was 
to be unique, reserved only to Him. In the Sh-
ema, in Deuteronomy, this is framed in a pos-
itive way, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.” 
Jesus stressed this as the first and greatest 
command. Jesus put it in such a way it cannot 
be mistaken. After God, all other loves in our 
hearts appear as hate.

  In the late 1700’s William Cowper expressed it 
The dearest idol I have known,
whate’er that idol be,
help me to tear it from Thy throne
and worship only Thee.

Coming in January 2019
A One Quarter Bible Class Guide  

on the Book of Colossians
Written by: Thayer Salisbury

Toledo, Ohio 

Paul wrote the Church in Colossae to 
strengthen their resolve to stand against 

false teachers who might trouble them. Paul 
wanted them to understand the superiority of 
Jesus Christ over all human ideas, traditions 
and philosophies. He reminds them of the 

Preeminence of Christ, “He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation” – 
Colossians 1:15-16 (ESV). Paul encourages 

the brethren to focus on heavenly rather than 
the earthly, which is a real danger as we live 

here on earth. Written from prison, this letter 
should have been an encouragement for Godly 

living to them and to us in the 21st Century.  

We pray this resource can be used 
by congregations and individuals for 
congregational and individual study

COMMUNION SETS NEEDED
Santiago Molina, Spanish minister at 
Strathmore Blvd. Church of Christ in 
Toronto, is in need of communion sets for 
congregations in Central America. If your 
congregation has a set not being used that 
could be donated, please send them to: 

Santiago Molina 
105 Wexford Blvd, Toronto, ON M1R 1L7  
or call him 416-751-6879 

Help with this need is greatly appreciated.
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The events in the Old Testament 
have great value for us as we 
see what God expected of His 

people and how He dealt with their 
obedience and their disobedience. 
Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron, 
were priests of God serving Him 
in the tabernacle. They had been 
“set apart” or “consecrated” for 
this work. Note what Moses wrote 
in Leviticus about preparing Aaron 
and his sons for service. “The LORD 
spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Take Aar-
on and his sons with him, 
and the garments and the 
anointing oil and the bull of 
the sin offering and the two 
rams and the basket of un-
leavened bread. And assem-
ble all the congregation at the en-
trance of the tent of meeting.’” And 
Moses did as the LORD commanded 
him – Leviticus 8:1-4 (ESV). This was 
the beginning of the process of con-
secrating them for service.

  Moses goes on in this chapter to 
discuss the preparing of animals 
for sacrifice and the purifying of the 
items of worship. He then writes, 
“Then Moses took some of the 
anointing oil and of the blood that 
was on the altar and sprinkled it on 
Aaron and his garments, and also on 
his sons and his sons’ garments. So 
he consecrated Aaron and his gar-
ments, and his sons and his sons’ 
garments with him” – Leviticus 8:30 
(ESV). So Aaron and his sons are set 
apart, consecrated, made holy, to do 
the work of priests of God.

  The matter of holiness is very im-
portant in the life of the servant of 
God. Those appointed to take con-
trol of the spiritual life of the Jew-
ish people were to be holy in their 
conduct and life. In talking about 
this idea of holy or holiness, Vine’s 

Expository Dictionary of Biblical 
Words offers this comment, “In one 
sense the word describes an object 
or place or day to be “holy” with 
the meaning of “devoted” or “dedi-
cated”. God has dedicated Israel as 
His people. They are to be “holy” in 
their relationship to the “holy” God. 
God’s intent was to use this “holy 
nation” as a “holy and royal priest-
hood” among the nations. Based on 
the very intimate nature of this re-
lationship, God expected His people 

to live up to His “holy” expectations 
and, thus, to demonstrate that they a 
“holy nation”: “You shall be holy to 
me, for I the LORD am holy and have 
separated you from the peoples, that 
you should be mine” - Leviticus 20:26 
(ESV). The priests needed to be shin-
ing examples of this holy and obedi-
ent lifestyle. Since we who are Chris-
tians are priests of God, “As you come 
to him, a living stone rejected by men 
but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, you yourselves like living 
stones are being built up as a spiri-
tual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ” – 1 Peter 
2:4-5 (ESV), should we not take the 
lesson that if God expected holiness 
in the life of His priests under an im-
perfect law He will now expect us liv-
ing under the perfect law, to live lives 
of holiness?

  In Leviticus chapter 9, Aaron and 
his sons begin their service. In the 
early part of that chapter, under the 
guidance of Aaron the High Priest, 
they prepared themselves and the 

sacrifice and offered them to God. 
Everything went well. At the end of 
the chapter we read, “Then Aaron 
lifted up his hands toward the peo-
ple and blessed them, and he came 
down from offering the sin offering 
and the burnt offering and the peace 
offerings. And Moses and Aaron 
went into the tent of meeting, and 
when they came out they blessed the 
people, and the glory of the LORD 
appeared to all the people. And fire 
came out from before the LORD and 
consumed the burnt offering and the 
pieces of fat on the altar, and when 
all the people saw it, they shouted 
and fell on their faces” – Leviticus 
9:22-24 (ESV). Had the story ended 
there, it would have been wonderful. 

  It was a joyful time for the people 
of God and God was honoured by the 
faithful obedience of Aaron to the 
command of God. However, it was 

not to last. The sons of Aaron, 
Nadab and Abihu, were next to 
perform spiritual duties for the 
people of Israel. However, God 
was not honoured as they did 

not follow the instructions given as 
concerning their service. Leviticus 
10:1-2 gives the details: “Now Nadab 
and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each 
took his censer and put fire in it and 
laid incense on it and offered unau-
thorized fire before the LORD, which 
he had not commanded them. And 
fire came out from before the LORD 
and consumed them, and they died 
before the LORD” (ESV). The word 
“unauthorized” is used in the NIV as 
well. The NKJV uses the word “pro-
fane” and the RSV the word “un-
holy” to describe the fire they used. 
They offered strange, unauthorized 
fire to the Lord. 

  *Based upon Scripture, it probably 
means that they took the fiery coals 
from some fire burning nearby, some 
convenient fire. This was wrong, for 
God had insisted that the fiery coals 
come from the altar of Burnt Offer-
ing, never from any other source, 
“And he shall take a censer full of 
coals of fire from the altar before 
the LORD, and two handfuls of sweet 
incense beaten small, and he shall 
bring it inside the veil and put the 

Articles for this page or reactions to it should be sent to 
Max Craddock, Editor, PO Box 338 Clarksburg PO, Clarksburg, ON N0H 1C0, 
Phone 416-706-5633, e-mail <maxc@strathmorecofc.ca>

Lessons from the Sin of Nadab & Abihu

Don’t be fooled into thinking that it does not 
matter as long as some effort is made.
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incense on the fire before the LORD, 
that the cloud of the incense may 
cover the mercy seat that is over the 
testimony, so that he does not die” 
– Leviticus 16:12-13 (ESV). *Preach-
er’s Outline and Sermon Bible - Com-
mentary 

  Why such strong punishment for 
failing to use the authorized fire? 
Can it really matter that much? It 
wasn’t that they did not “worship” 
by burning the incense. with a dif-
ferent fire source, did it? Since wor-
ship implies that one is being given 
honour and respect, is it really wor-
ship when one fails to follow the 
specific instructions for worshipping 
they have been given?

  Notice what Moses says about it, 
Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is 
what the LORD has said: ‘Among 
those who are near me I will be 
sanctified, and before all the people 
I will be glorified.’” And Aaron held 
his peace” – Leviticus 10:3 (ESV). 

Clearly, God had not been sanctified 
(set apart, honoured, respected) and 
not glorified by the disobedience of 
these two. God can only be glori-
fied by humble obedience to His ex-
pressed will. It seems to me that this 
story is even more tragic because 
these were the individuals who had 
responsibility to lead the people to 
the throne of God in their worship.

  Sadly, there are many like Nadab 
and Abihu in the world today. Sup-
posedly, these religious leaders are 
helping their followers draw closer 
to God. However, they are not fol-
lowing the sound doctrine of Christ 
by being committed to doing Bi-
ble things in Bible ways. They are 
teaching what people want to hear 
and are not preaching the Gospel of 
Christ truthfully. 

  While we do not see people burned 
alive by God for failing to honour 
and glorify Him by failing to teach 
and do the “whole will of God”. Don’t 

be fooled into thinking that it does 
not matter as long as some effort is 
made. God has called us to be holy 
and that can only be accomplished 
by walking as He has directed in His 
word. Each of us is responsible to 
God to walk in the light of His word 
which brings daily blessings, “But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin” – 1 
John 1:7 (ESV). What a wonderful 
ongoing promise.

I don’t know about you but I want 
to be remembered in how I live my 
life by living in a way that what was 
said about Jesus by Luke can be 
said about me, “In the first book, 
O Theophilus, I have dealt with all 
that Jesus began to do and teach…” 
– Acts 1:1 (ESV). With the help of 
the Lord we too can be His followers 
who not only teach truth but also fol-
lowers who do it. May God bless your 
daily walk with Him.
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One of my favourite passages of 
Scripture is Romans 12. After 
a rather deep theological dis-

sertation in the first eleven chap-
ters of his letter, Paul gives some 
here’s-how-all-that-should-play-out-
in-your-life application in chapter 
12. I like this chapter because in a 
few short verses, we are given con-
cise, easy to understand instructions 
which cover many aspects of our re-
lationship to God and to one another. 
However, applying the prin-
ciples laid down in Romans 
12 isn’t always easy. One of 
the areas where we often 
come up short is verse 15. 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn”  
(NIV 1984). 

  Unless we are struggling with envy 
or jealousy, we likely do well in re-
gard to rejoicing with those who 
rejoice, but we frequently miss the 
mark when it comes to mourning 
with those who mourn. It isn’t that 
we do not wish to do so, but we may 
not know how to best go about it.

  One of the reasons we have diffi-
culty with this is that when those we 
care about are hurting, we would like 
to fix whatever is wrong and make 
the hurt go away. We cannot do that 
with grief and in attempting to do so 
we very often do the opposite and 
make it more difficult for them to 
work through their grief. Our words 
may hurt rather than help to heal. 
This is true of many of the platitudes 
commonly expressed to one grieving 
the loss of a loved one. Many also 
give the wrong impression of God. 
These can push someone away from 
God at a time when they desperately 
need Him.

  When tragedy strikes, it is natural 
for people to try to fix blame or find a 
reason for what has happened. More 
often than not there are no answers 
or anyone to blame and so we say 
such things as “God needed another 
angel”, “God took him/her”, “God 
does things for a reason”. While there 
are people who believe the dead be-
come angels, we know from Scripture 
that such is not the case. Statements 
like these imply (1) that God did not 
have the foresight to create a suffi-
cient number of angels, (2) that He 

randomly snatches individuals away 
from their loved ones for unexplained 
reasons. These statements do not 
create a mental image of a very lov-
ing God. Death, which is the result of 
Adam and Eve’s sin, takes our loved 
ones. If they were faithful to Christ, 
then God will receive them when 
death steals them from us. 

  We seem to feel that if we can 
somehow explain the death a per-
son’s grief will go away. It won’t, so 
don’t try. It is far better to keep our 
words few when trying to comfort 
the mourning. Express your love and 
your own heartache at their pain but 
do not offer trite platitudes which 
misrepresent God. To truly be a com-
fort to the mourning say little or noth-
ing and just be there. Give hugs. Hold 
hands. Cry with them. Saying nothing 
is better than saying the wrong thing.

  Another reason we may have prob-
lems mourning with those that are 
mourning is that grief makes us un-
comfortable. What do you say or do 
when someone is crying? Do you try 
to stem the flow of tears or do you cry 

with them or hold them while they 
cry? What if they talk of nothing but 
the deceased for weeks on end? Do 
you avoid them or change the sub-
ject? Do you continue to mourn with 
them or once the funeral is over do 
you forget all about it? Do you say 
things which show you do not want 
them grieving in your presence or im-
ply that they should be finished griev-
ing by this time?

  We may say or do the wrong things 
because we do not know what to do. 
As in all areas of life, we need to fol-
low Jesus’ example. In John 11:35 we 
have the very brief statement, “Jesus 
wept”. Those who saw this event mis-
understood. They thought Jesus was 
weeping because of His own grief at 
losing a friend, but it was seeing those 
He loved weeping which brought on 
His tears. He was, as Paul instructed, 

weeping with those who weep.

  We need to realize that grief 
is a gift from God. “Grieving is 
as natural as crying when you 
are hurt, sleeping when you are 

tired, eating when you are hungry 
or sneezing when your nose itches. 
It is nature’s way of healing a bro-
ken heart.”1 To be able to effectively 
mourn with those who mourn we 
need to understand grief. 

  “Grief is a major wound. It does 
not heal overnight. You must have 
the time and the crutches until you 
heal. No one knows how long this 
should take. There is no timetable. 
You will heal in your own way and on 
your own timetable. To get over grief 
in a hurry does not mean you are su-
perior. To take a long time does not 
mean you are weak. Quick recovery 
does not mean you did not love. Long 
recovery does not mean you did love. 
You will react to grief and recover 
from grief just like you react to all 
other things in life… Grieving is the 
natural way of working through the 
loss of a love. Grieving is not weak-
ness nor absence of faith…. Grief is 
not an enemy—it is a friend.”2 

  We can suppress someone’s grief 
and make their grieving more dif-

Articles for this page or reactions to it should be sent to:  
GHbywomen4women@aol.com
Virginia Hipwell, Editor

Good Grief!

 To be able to effectively mourn with those 
who mourn we need to understand grief.
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ficult by our attitudes, our words or 
our neglect. Following are some sug-
gestions which come from those who 
have walked through grief.

  *Pray with the person not just for 
them. It is wonderful to know that 
people are praying for you but even 
more comforting to actually hear the 
petitions that are being made to God 
on your behalf.

  *Be slow to speak and quick to lis-
ten (James 1:19). Don’t avoid talking 
about the one who has died. Don’t 
try to change the subject when the 
one left behind starts talk-
ing about their loved one. 
Share your own stories 
of that person if you have 
them. Hearing such stories 
is a wonderful source of comfort.

  *Don’t forget as soon as the funeral 
is over. The one grieving hasn’t! Some 
of their loneliest and most difficult 
days will come later. Special days 
may be especially hard.

  *Allow tears! Allow time! Don’t 
try to stop or shorten their weeping 
and don’t imply by your words or at-
titude that they “should be over this 
by now”.

 *Come with cookies. A grieving per-
son needs some time alone but they 
also need friends. Their world has 
just undergone a major upheaval. 
They may not know which way to 
turn or what to do with themselves, 

especially if the one they lost was 
someone they spent much of their 
time with. So the gift of companion-
ship is a great help and comfort. 

  There is a growing trend in Can-
ada and the United States in recent 
years which makes it more difficult to 
mourn with those who mourn. This 
is the tendency to do nothing when 
a loved one dies. No visitation. No fu-
neral. No memorial of any sort. Of-
ten this is done at the request of the 
one who has passed away and typi-
cally the decision was based on the 

mistaken view that it will make it 
easier on those left behind. Sadly, it 
does just the opposite. It cripples the 
grieving process.

  Grieving people need people. They 
need to be ministered to and comfort-
ed by friends and family. If there is no 
form of open gathering the grieving 
one is cheated out of the support they 
desperately need. There may be a few 
who will come to the aid of one who 
has just lost a loved one but nothing 
near the outpouring of love and sym-
pathy which comes when there is an 
announced gathering. 

  People also need the chance to 
say good-bye in their own way. They 

need to be able to show how much 
their loved one meant to them and 
they need the freedom to do that in 
whatever way feels right to them. A 
funeral or memorial gathering allows 
them to to do those things and affords 
an opportunity for others to “mourn 
with those who mourn”. If you truly 
wish to make things easier for your 
loved one(s) be prepared for the in-
evitable. 

  First and foremost, be prepared 
to meet the Lord because we do not 
grieve as those who have no hope (I 

Thessalonians 4:13). Sec-
ondly, as much as is possi-
ble be prepared financial-
ly because something will 
need to be done with the 

body you leave behind and there will 
be cost involved in that. And, thirdly, 
be testate. Make sure the one who 
will be left with the responsibility of 
handling your affairs knows where 
all the pertinent information is locat-
ed. These things will make it easier 
to deal with all the business which 
comes with the death of a close fam-
ily member. However, the only thing 
which helps to make grieving easier 
is for us to follow Paul’s instructions 
to “rejoice with those who rejoice and 
mourn with those who mourn”. 
1	 Don’t Take My Grief Away  
	 by Doug Manning; Harper & Row,  
	 San Francisco, 1979. p. 60.

2	 Ibid. pp. 65-67.

Grieving people need people. They need to be 
ministered to and comforted by friends and family.
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IN  SEARCH  OF  BALANCE: 
UNDERSTANDING  STRESS  AND  

MAKING  A  BETTER  LIFE 

A workshop led by 
DR.  ED  GRAY 

Professor of Counselor Eucation 
Harding University Graduate School 

Memphis 

NOVEMBER 9 & 10 
7:00 pm – 9:15 pm 

OLD PELHAM TOWN HALL 
491 Canboro Road,  Ridgeville 

Sponsored by Fenwick church of Christ
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NEW YORK

  La Salle (Niagara Falls): Sun-
day, September 30 was filled with 
prayer, praise, songs and fellow-
ship. We were honored to host the 
area-wide fifth Sunday singing 
and had approximately 50 souls 
in attendance (and boy, did we eat 
cookies). Additionally, we spent 
the Sunday worship time prais-
ing God for the privilege to be in-
volved with the Potter Children’s 
Home and Family Ministries. We 
spent time asking God to use us to 
protect and serve the children but 

also to become like them (as Jesus 
calls His followers to be).

ONTARIO

  Barrie: We had a fine gospel 
meeting with Shawn Redding 
preaching, September 29 – 30. 
The church has been blessed 
with many interested community 
people and studies are progress-
ing with them. We would appre-
ciate your prayers for the work 
here. Several of our older mem-
bers reached milestones: Hank 
Kavanaugh is now 90 years old, 
Bob and Margie Baylis celebrat-
ed their 65th anniversary and 
Fred and Marlene Hampshire 
their 56th. Our ladies are busy 
planning their October 20 La-
dies Day entitled “Gone with the 
Wind.” Monthly men’s breakfasts 
have resumed, each followed by 
a Bible study. Come and be with 
us if you’re in the area.

  Fenwick: Ruth Zimmerman 
reported on her work in PNG on 
the evening of September 23. 
Thirteen members from Fenwick 
attended the GLCC/GLBC Part-
nership Dinner at which Ruth 
was honoured for her missionary 
work.

  Toronto (Bayview Ave): Bay-
view’s Congregational History 
has been completed by Bon-
nie Porter, Althea Branker and 
Gail Baddeley on the occasion 
of our 75th anniversary. Steve 
Gill from Strathmore is helping 
us with the necessary prepara-
tion for printing. Chad Comfort 
led the Bible class and preached 
on Sunday, September 30. As 
an introduction to the Ten Com-
mandments, he dealt with cov-
etousness, a good lesson for us 
all. Afterwards 30 people gath-
ered for our 5th Sunday potluck 

by Harold Bruggen
Church of Christ, Box 416

Fenwick, ON L0S 1C0
Email: Harold Bruggen at  

hbruggen@gmail.com
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over 45 years of experience and a growing list 
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www.brokerforce.ca

Not sure if your  
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policy is giving you  
the coverage  
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in the lower auditorium and en-
joyed food and fellowship.

  Toronto (Strathmore Boule-
vard): Since early June we have 
been dealing with the unan-
nounced closing of the company 
hosting our websites. After lead-
ing us on for some weeks, they 
simply disappeared. Work is pro-
ceeding on rebuilding the sites 
for Strathmore Blvd, Key To The 
Kingdom and the Strathmore 
Spanish. Also rebuilding of the 
Gospel Herald, Canadian Church 
of Christ Historical Society and 
Three Fishes Christian School 
are under construction. A suc-
cessful Ladies Day (it seems most 
Ladies Days go well…perhaps we 
men could learn a lesson from 
our Sisters?) was held on Sep-
tember 8 with Joy Tabieros, a 
sister at Strathmore, leading the 
studies on the theme, “Becoming 
A Woman of Influence”. A good 
number attended, and all reports 
were that it was a wonderfully 
upbuilding day. Juan, Kyle and 
Kathlean Douag were baptized at 
Ice Lake during at trip to a Mani-
toulin Island with a group of our 
Philippine brethren. Gloria Ech-
everry was also baptized recently 
as a part of the Spanish congre-
gation. Key To The Kingdom was 
filmed at Grimsby and Omagh 
on September 22. Then on Octo-
ber 13, filming was done at Port 
Colborne and Fenwick. Thus far 
in 2018 there have been 226 re-
quests for the Correspondence 
Bible studies and 165 requests 
for the Bible study DVDs. Santi-
ago Molina attended the annual 
Iberoamerican Encounter in Bo-
livia. Jean and Marie Volcy trav-
elled to Fonds-Parisien in Haiti 
to work with the church and or-
phanage there on October 19. 
They plan to return to Canada on 
November 12.

  Windsor – (West Side): We are 
offering ESL classes on Thurs-
days at 7:00 pm. It is in a coffee 
club and conversation format. 
October 7 through the 10 we at-
tended DownRiver Life Enrich-
ment Series. This is an annual 
event, this year hosted by the Al-
len Park Church of Christ. Dan 
Chambers was the guest speaker.  
On October 14 we began a new 
series which will go through No-
vember entitled Prayers From 
A Prison Cell. The apostle Paul 
wrote some of our New Testa-
ment books while under arrest 
and in prison; in these books he 
mentioned prayers he had for 
those young churches. We will 
look at application lessons on 
what drove the prisoner of God 
on his knees.

ALBERTA

  Edmonton (Northside): Kate-
lyn Boland was baptized.

  Edmonton (Southside): We 
held a Ladies Day and the theme 
was “Made by God for God: Be-
coming the Women We Are Cre-
ated to Be”. There were three 
lessons (Created on Purpose for a 
Purpose; Created for the Family 
of God; Created for Eternity).

BRITISH COLUMBIA

  Delta: Jim Hawkins “Got It 
Right’ when his first October 
Sermon considered how Habak-
kuk “Got It Right”. In the story 

starting in chapter 2, verses 
1-4. We noted there was a total 
of seven October birthdays and/
or anniversaries just in our little 
congregation. It was felt that we 
could help with the expenses of 
the Dogan’s last trip to Israel this 
month.

  Oakridge (Vancouver): We 
were complimented by visitors 
the Sunday our children gave 
their special fall program, com-
menting to Milton that “we had 
everything so well organized”. 
Milton told them that he felt 
“the children and teachers had 
brought something beautiful to 
our attention in their perfect pre-
sentation”. We were grateful to 
have Brother Jeff Winters back to 
preach for us again on Sept. 16. 
(Grandsons are helpful to us as 
they are a big incentive for fre-
quent visits).

  Salmon Arm: Even with an 
ailing husband to tend to, not to 
mention the bulletin, mail, etc., 
it is amazing that Morris’s wife 
can still find a few moments to 
read a book! (See last month’s 
report). She also manages to 
be a constant encourager to all 
who read her weekly bulletin. 
Both of our elders are conduct-
ing life groups during the week, 
as well as a Ladies Bible study 
every week. There is regular 
news from Dane Bengaard, for-
mer preacher in Kamloops. He 
has found a place where he is 
very effective working in the 
prison ministry in Arizona with 
his brother.

  Surrey: We nearly set a new 
attendance record for 2018 on 
Sept. 16 when we had 103 pres-
ent for our morning service and a 
contribution record of $1,720.50. 
This figure assured us that our 
$1500 budget was still in line 
with our capability!

by Marion Waugh
#7, 420 Hunters Green
Edmonton, AB T6R 2X3
Phone: (780) 637-0867

Email: waughr1@shaw.ca
(BC news supplied by Barbara Lewis) 
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MANITOBA 
  Winnipeg: The Mountain Men 
Workshop was held October 26-
27. The workshop was an oppor-
tunity to discuss pertinent mat-
ters of faith and spiritual growth 
relevant to Christian men. The 
theme was “From Distraction to 
Devotion: Psalm 24:3-4”. Facili-
tator was Jay Manimtim. Edvige 
(Edie) Forest, Jensen Lock, Tiara 
Lock, and Jordon Knutson were 
all baptized. “Daniel Plan” for 
the ladies is a 6 week journey to 
learn God’s plans to help us grow 
spiritually, mentally and physi-
cally fit. A special collection was 
taken to support the work of the 
Dunns in Ireland.

SASKATCHEWAN
  Weyburn: Remheart Quenanola 
has been preaching and teach-
ing as he helps serve the evacu-
ees from the Philippine mudslide. 
He is getting requests for Bibles 
from people who are learning 
of God and Jesus, some for the 
first time. We have sent funds for 
him to purchase Bibles. The An-
nual Harvest Fellowship Keynote 
speaker was Jay Bailey of Bed-
ford, Texas. Clearview Christian 
Camp annual general meeting 
was held Saturday during a noon 
meal. The theme for the week-
end was “Family Resemblance: 
Attributes of God and His Chil-
dren”. Keynote addresses were: 
Living in Community, Peacemak-
ers, Generosity and Preserving 
Grace, Elevated Conversations 
and Abounding in Love. Classes 
were: The God of Family (3 class-
es: The Basics, Hurting Families 
and Legacy Building) by Evan 
Burdan; The God of Compas-
sion by Glen Knutson; The God 
of Design by Tim Lock; The God 
of Justice by Garth; Ladies – Min-
istering by Saying Yes by Loopie 
Williams and Teens – Finding 
Life by Paul Rasmussen.

ETHIOPIA: Located in southwest 
Ethiopia is an area populated 
heavily by people of the Muslim 
faith, making it one of the hard-
est places to find a reception of 
the Gospel message. The chal-
lenges found here are different 
from other parts of the country, 
which means we have to find new 
ways in which to introduce Jesus 
and His message to the inhabit-
ants. As the majority of our stu-
dents in our schools come from 
families that have never known 
any other faith, it means not only 
are there many teaching oppor-
tunities, but also being careful as 
to how we introduce this new-to-
them concept of God and His Son. 
Brother Degu Mosissa has been a 
preacher for the Jimma congega-
tion where we have had a kinder-
garten for many years and is still 
patiently serving the community 
even in times of unrest, although 
we have never been the subject 
of any hostility. He writes about 

a Brother Mitidu Mekonnen who 
came from a charismatic church 
but is one of the ministers there 
after obeying the teaching given 
him by Brother Mosissa. Sent 
to Nekemte, he graduated from 
the School of Preaching with a 
zeal to reach the lost. Areb, a 
young man brought to the Jimma 
church to study, went with Mitiku 
to the Nekemte School of Preach-
ing and they graduated together. 
Areb, though from a Muslim fam-
ily, is a very courageous young 
man and is now working in a 
small town called “Seka”, which 
is some 30 kms away from Jim-
ma where Mitiku is working with 
Brother Degu.

  ALSO In Ethiopia: “Our schools 
for the deaf began with twelve 
deaf children and one school. 
Now it has grown to five schools 
with more than 800 children 
which starts in October and 
doesn’t finish until July. The 
Ethiopian school system has 11 
years of school, dividing grades 
from beginners to grade six. 
Junior High is grades seven 
through eight, and high schools 
are nine and ten. Tenth grade 
graduates have a choice of ei-
ther private trade schools or 
grades 11 and 12. Only a few of 

The Carman church of Christ  
is looking for a full time Evangelist. 
Our congregation of approximately 85, is seeking a Godly man 
true to the word who is willing to work under the direction 
of the elders and interested in sharing the Gospel in this 
community. The candidate would be fully supported. Carman 
is a prosperous community located in southern Manitoba and 
within an hour of Winnipeg. Please submit an application to 
Wayne Taylor phone number 204-745-0290.  
Email wctoakview@gmail.com or mailing address 
Carman church of Christ Box 955 Carman MB R0G0J0.

Barbara Lewis 
4920 N. Penn Ave.
Spokane, WA 99206-4475
e-mail: ray-bjl@comcast.net
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The Thessalon, ON Church 
of Christ is seeking applications for the 
position of full time evangelist. 

Thessalon and area has a population of 
about 2,500 and is located on the north 
shore of Lake Huron, about one hour east 
of Sault Ste Marie.

Our congregation of about 70 members 
wants to work with an enthusiastic and 
dedicated individual in ministering to our 
Church family and community. A three 
bedroom house with a finished basement 
is included.

	 Email applications to  
	 rpm186nlr@yahoo.ca or phone  
	 Roger Mulligan at 705-842-2933  
	 if you have any questions.

Andrea Des Groseilliers
Proprietor

81 Jefferson Ct. W.
Welland, ON
L3C 7G5

FOR THE PERSONAL TOUCH!

- Experienced
- Efile Available

- Pick up & drop off
- Reasonable rates

(905) 964-9887 Niagara
(289) 799-2338 Hamilton

asharondes@cogeco.ca

asharondes@cogeco.ca

FOR THE PERSONAL TOUCH!

Bookkeeping & Tax Preparation

Bookkeeping & Tax Preparation

Look for me on Facebook!

“Andrea has filed Joyce’s and my income tax papers 
the past several years promptly, effectively and cheerfully. 

No problems. I heartily recommend her services”
Ralph Perry

these graduates are able to go on 
to enter the schools available to 
the deaf in Addis Ababa.

  GUATEMALA: Tim Archer 
and Bruno Valle were involved 
in a campaign held in the out-
skirts of Guatemala City by the 
Herald of Truth. Students from 
the Biblical Institute of Central 
America knocked doors dur-
ing the day while five different 
congregations hosted preaching 
events each evening. On Sunday, 
four hundred and fifty came to-
gether for a joint service. There 
were forty-seven baptisms with 
numerous ongoing studies. One 
interesting note was that each 
of the preachers for the various 
congregations involved are vo-
cational ministers, meaning that 
they all work in secular jobs to 
support their ministry.

The News Pages give fellow 
Christians a glimpse into other 
congregations and their good 

works along with the spreading of 
the Good News in their little corner of 
God’s kingdom. When you help and 
encourage God’s servants, you become 
a fellow worker with them in spread-
ing the truth. The brotherhood faces a  
challenging moment. Twisted doctrines 
fly from congregation to congregation. 
Denominational and postmodern influ-
ences flow freely. 

  We, as a board of directors and edi-
tors of the Gospel Herald, seek to serve 
a brotherhood that sets Scripture as 
its infallible and only guide, that finds 
in the New Testament its pattern for 
work and worship and that depends 
upon the power of God’s Spirit to 
function in the world in following our 

Saviour. We also seek to highlight those 
congregations and saints who follow 
those convictions. It is a difficult task, 
one for which we are all too aware of 
our inadequacies. 

Here are some guidelines we would like 
you to refer to when presenting news 
for the news pages.

  1) Significant Birthdays 80 + 
  2) Significant Anniversaries 50 + 
  3) Baptisms 
  4) Deaths 
  5) Good news/Outreach that the 
congregation  
 wants to share with others
  6) Good works to share with others
  7) Gospel Meetings
  8) Special days (homecomings, 
friend days, etc.)
  9) Results of your good works,  
 gospel meetings, etc.

Guidelines for News Pages
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It’s really sad how often we 
hear of someone separating, 
and eventually divorcing, who 

claims the name of Christ. If you 
have ever spoken to someone about 
the cause of these events, frequent-
ly the reasons given for the diffi-
culty fall along the line of “we just 
don’t love each other anymore.”

  Like many areas of life, in the 
area of marriage we have been 
influenced by our society’s ideas 
of what a marriage is; and we 
need to get back to what God in-
tended all along. If we have the 
moral courage to do so, we will 
find an incredible path of bless-
ing. If we fail to return to what 
God intended, we will suffer.

Binding Love  
Around Your Neck

  When it comes to ideas of “fall-
ing” into or out of “love,” we should 
consider the words of Solomon to 
his son:

“Let not steadfast love and faith-
fulness forsake you; bind them 
around your neck; write them on 
the tablet of your heart” (Pro. 3:3).

  According to many, love is some-
thing that just happens to you; you 
are just walking along, minding 
your own business, when sudden-
ly – you fall into something called 
love. It is a marvelous, dizzying, 
uncontrollable and wonderful 
feeling. 

  If that were actually love, how 
would one follow the inspired ad-
monitions of Solomon and some-
how bind this feeling around your 
neck as something to possess? 
How could you possibly “write” 
this loopy feeling on your heart, if 
it is some ooey-gooey emotion that 
just suddenly overcomes you?

  You cannot, and you should not 
try. For what the world calls “love” 
is nothing more than infatuation, 
or even lust. It is a chemical-based 
response to the attractiveness we 
momentarily feel toward another. 

  Infatuation is a great feeling, 
and it is present at times in any 
good marriage. As one wise be-
lieving lady expressed to her hus-
band, “I always love you, but to-
day I really like you!” What she 
was expressing is biblically sound! 
For she had bound the covenantal 
requirement to love around her 
neck, but on this day she was feel-
ing an intense and amorous pas-
sion toward her husband. That’s a 
beautiful moment, and we should 
praise God for these!

  Those are fun times – but not ev-
eryday (and sometimes, not even 
every year) is filled with such emo-
tionally fulfilling feelings of attrac-
tion. There are days, weeks, and 
sometimes perhaps years of mar-
riage when we must fulfill our cov-
enantal duty to love in spite of our 
feelings!

The Central Premise  
of God’s Design

  When we speak of “commit-
ment” in marriage, we are not 
speaking of God’s design. This 
word is far too weak, because it 
speaks of a human agreement. I 
can say, “I am very committed to 
you” today, and say next week that 
I have changed my mind. 

  Yet when Malachi was speak-
ing the word of God to Israel, he 
said this about marriage, speaking 
both of Israel’s relationship with 
God as well as their daily relation-
ships as husband and wife:

“…The LORD was witness between 
you and the wife of your youth, 
to whom you have been faithless, 
though she is your companion and 
wife by covenant” (Mal. 2:14).

  A biblical covenant is a situation 
in which God defines the terms of 

something, and we voluntarily en-
ter into agreement with His terms 
by means of a vow or oath. In the 
Hebrew understanding, the cov-
enant was never made, it was in-
stead cut; it was understood that 
it could only be broken under the 
pain of death. 

  Practically speaking, this means 
that each marriage is a three-per-
son relationship, with God being an 
ever-present partner and witness 
to what goes on. Therefore, being 
that marriage is not a commitment 
between two people but rather is 
a solemn, sacred, and spiritual re-
lationship between three; we must 
realize that our primary duty in 
marriage is covenant-keeping! 

  Neither do we children of the 
Wonderful One have to grope 
about in the dark wondering what 
love is. God made sure that he not 
only recorded what it was, but 
how to do it:

“By this we know love, that He [Je-
sus] laid down His life for us, and 
we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brothers” (1 Jn. 3:16).

  This is critical. John is telling us 
that we can know what love is by 
observing what Jesus did for us on 
the cross. 

  It is obvious that He did not go 
to the scourging and crucifixion 
filled with the aforementioned 
ooey-gooey feelings of strong af-
fection for us! He instead did what 
we needed the most when we de-
served it the least, at great person-
al cost. He did so out of His love 
for the Father and a desire to do 
His will.

  We are called, in our three-way 
covenantal marriages, to choose 
to do the same. Each day and in 
each moment, we are to prayer-
fully and with the strength which 
God supplies, choose to do what 
our spouse needs the most, when 
they deserve it the least, and at 
times - at great personal cost.

Are You Open  
to Marriage by 
God’s Design?

Stephen K. Moore
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  When we do so, the unsaved 
around us will marvel. When they 
see husbands loving their wives 
“as Christ loved the church” (Eph. 
5:25), we will have their attention. 
When we love someone who “…
stumble[s] in many ways…”(Jas. 
3:2), and they love a fellow sinner 
in return, the unsaved will wonder 
why anyone would do such a thing. 
If we are wise, we will share with 
them the reasons for our marital 
permanence.

  The world considers the posses-
sion of a good relationship as an 
indicator of compatibility, marry-
ing the right person, and just plain 
luck. The world is wrong! 

A great marriage relationship be-
gins with the fear of the LORD (Ps. 
111:10). When we fear God, and 
we accept his terms for the mar-
riage covenant through our mar-
riage vow (Eccl. 5:4, 5), we then 
find ourselves in a place of bless-
ing. With God presiding in our 
marriage, we have no choice but 
to love. Divorce is not an option. 
The strength of our commitment is 
irrelevant. The strength and sov-
ereignty of God is all that matters.

  Would I violate my vow with God 
simply because I feel unfulfilled? 
Never. Would I leave my covenant-
al spouse simply because I have 
received a better offer? Unthink-
able. How could we in the sight of 
God do such a thing? How can we 
drag the name of Jesus into the 
mud because of our own selfish 
desires? 

  The covenant of marriage is 
God’s gift to us. It removes uncer-
tainty and fear. Jesus is married 
to His church. Although His bride 
misbehaves at time, He has never, 
and will never, divorce Her! Praise 
God!

  Finally, Jesus gives us His bride 
as a resource to help us through 
the difficult times which inevitably 
come when two selfish, arrogant 
and sinful people have troubles 

in their marriage. We are called 
to “bear one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfill the law of Christ” 
(Gal. 6:2). When we have troubles, 
we must share them and work 
through them with our church 
family. It is a blessing not to be 
left alone to figure out the difficult 
challenges of life!

Dickson, Tennessee 

God has His own timing that 
may not match or corre-
spond with ours. 

  Mark, in his Gospel, records 
“Immediately the leprosy left him 
and he was cured. Jesus sent him 
away at once with a strong warn-
ing: “See that you don’t tell this 
to anyone. But go, show yourself 
to the priest and offer the sacri-
fices that Moses commanded for 
your cleansing, as a testimony to 
them.” Instead he went out and 
began to talk freely, spreading the 
news. As a result, Jesus could no 
longer enter a town openly but 
stayed outside in lonely places. Yet 
the people still came to him from 
everywhere” (Mark 1:42-45 NIV).

  Have you ever had a problem 
keeping a secret? Especially if 
that secret involves good news. 
There is a timing that is ideal for 
releasing information. Jesus un-
derstood the importance of tim-
ing. When He performed His first 
healing miracle He instructed the 
man He healed with leprosy to not 
tell anyone. That would be diffi-
cult, not to share being healed 
from leprosy with your friends 
who have known you and your 
condition. He could not keep the 
secret. As a result, Jesus could no 
longer enter a town openly but 
stayed outside in lonely places. 
Yet the people still came to Him 
from everywhere. Jesus desired 
to do more things in that city, but 

because the man could not keep 
quiet, He could not do so.

  How often has Jesus not been 
able to move in your situation be-
cause you have failed to honor the 
right timing of the situation? Per-
haps you have moved ahead when 
you were not supposed to move. 
In the Old Testament, David was 
fighting the Philistines. He won 
the first battle, but they were com-
ing against him again. He inquired 
of God and God said, “Do not go 
straight up, but circle round be-
hind them and attack them in front 
of the balsam trees” (2 Samuel 
5:23 NIV). There was a strategic 
timing associated with his actions. 
Solomon said, “There is a time for 
everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven” (Ecclesias-
tes 3:1 NIV).

  Isaiah said “Yet the LORD longs 
to be gracious to you; he rises to 
show you compassion. For the 
LORD is a God of justice. Blessed 
are all who wait for him!” (Isaiah 
30:18 NIV). Have you ever noticed 
that God is not in a hurry? It took 
40 years for Moses to receive his 
commission to lead the people out 
of Egypt. It took 17 years of prepa-
ration before Joseph was delivered 
from slavery and imprisonment. It 
took 20 years before Jacob was re-
leased from Laban’s control. Abra-
ham and Sarah were in their old 
age when they finally received the 
son of promise, Isaac. So why isn’t 
God in a hurry?

  God called each of these servants 
to accomplish a certain task in His 
Kingdom, yet He was in no hurry 
to bring their mission into fulfill-
ment. First, He accomplished what 
He wanted in them. We are often 
more focused on outcome than the 
process that He is accomplishing 
in our lives each day. When we ex-
perience His presence daily, one 
day we wake up and realize that 
God has done something special in 
and through our lives. However, 

God’s Timing
Harold Bruggen
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the accomplishment is no longer 
what excites us. Instead, what ex-
cites us is knowing Him. Through 
those times, we become more ac-
quainted with His love, grace, and 
power in our lives. When this hap-
pens, we are no longer focused on 
the outcome because the outcome 
is a result of our walk with Him. 
It is not the goal of our walk, but 
the by-product. Therefore, when 
Joseph came to power in Egypt, he 
probably couldn’t have cared less. 
He had come to a place of com-
plete surrender so that he did not 
worry about tomorrow or his cir-
cumstances.

  This is the lesson for us. We 
must wait for God’s timing and ac-
cept wherever we are in the pro-
cess. When we find contentment in 
that place, we begin to experience 
God in ways we never thought 
possible. The apostle Paul said, “I 
have learned to be content what-
ever the circumstances” (Philippi-
ans 4:11 NIV).

  Remember, “Godliness with con-
tentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 
6:6 NIV).

Port Colborne, Ontario

The new minister stood at 
the church door greeting 
the members as they left 

the Sunday morning service. Most 
of the people were very generous 
telling the new minister how much 
they liked his message, except 
for one man who said, “That was 
a very dull and boring sermon, 
preacher.” A few minutes later, 
the same man again appeared in 
line and said, “I don’t think you did 
much preparation for your mes-
sage.” Once again, the man ap-
peared, this time muttering, “You 
really blew it. You didn’t have a 
thing to say, preacher.”

  Finally, the minister could not 
stand it any longer. He went to one 
of the elders and inquired about 
the man. “Oh, don’t let that guy 
bother you,” said the elder. “He’s a 
little slow. All he does is go around 
repeating whatever he hears other 
people saying.”

  I am sure we all have heard a 
lot of jokes about preachers. But 
have you ever asked yourself why 
preaching is so important? Why do 
we need preachers? Sometimes I 
have heard people refusing to go 
to a worship service, unless there 
was preaching. 

  Paul reminds us, in Romans 
10:14–15 why preaching is so im-
portant, he states, “How then shall 
they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed? And how shall 
they believe in Him of whom they 
have not heard? And how shall 
they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written: “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who 
preach the gospel of peace, who 
bring glad tidings of good things!”

  The primary way God has cho-
sen to reach people is through 
people—people who preach and 
teach the gospel. 

  In answer to this question, I 
preach because God is a God who 
speaks. His words need to be pro-
claimed. As we open the pages 
of the Bible we see from the very 
beginning that God has always 
existed and that He spoke this 
world into existence (Genesis 1). 
God continued to speak. He spoke 
to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, 
David, Elijah and many others. 
Hebrews 1:1-2, states, “God, who 
at various times and in various 
ways spoke in time past to the fa-
thers by the prophets, has in these 
last days spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir of 
all things, through whom also He 
made the worlds”. 

  So, the Bible teaches that God 

has spoken and now has spoken 
through  His son Jesus Christ. So 
what did Jesus speak? Mark 1:38-
39, “But He said to them, “Let us 
go into the next towns, that I may 
preach there also, because for this 
purpose I have come forth. And He 
was preaching in their synagogues 
throughout all Galilee and casting 
out demons”.

  Notice that while Jesus was 
on earth he preached. He states, 
“…for this purpose I have come 
forth.” It was Jesus’ goal to come 
to this earth and to preach the 
Good News of Salvation and of the 
Kingdom to the whole world.

  Beginning in Galilee, Samaria 
and Judea Jesus preached, and 
taught His message of good news to 
all who would listen. He preached 
till He went to the cross: even after 
He was resurrected from the dead 
He continued to preach.

  Jesus still speaks today through 
His word. Jesus tells us, “Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away” – Mat-
thew 24:35. 

  This being true, Jesus’ words still 
need to be preached and shared 
with  all people. Mark 16:19-20, 
“So then, after the Lord had spo-
ken to them, He was received up 
into heaven, and sat down at the 
right hand of God. 20 And they 
went out and preached every-
where, the Lord working with 
them and confirming the word 
through the accompanying signs. 
Amen.” Jesus has left his minister-
ing servants an example, that they 
should follow his steps, to strive to 
go into the world to every person 
and share the words that He has  
spoken.

  1 Peter 4:11 reminds us, “…who-
ever speaks, as one who speaks 
oracles of God; whoever serves…”. 
This is why I preach, because I be-
lieve in a God who has spoken, and 
His words are still relevant, and 
people need to hear them today.

Why I Preach 
Romans 10:14-15

Mark Tonkery
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  I preach because people need to 
hear the Gospel. A young minis-
ter in a college town was embar-
rassed by the thought of criticism 
from his cultured congregation. 
He sought counsel from his father, 
a wise old minister, saying, “Dad, 
I am handicapped in my ministry 
in the pulpit I am now serving. If 
I cite anything from geology, there 
is Prof. A, teacher of this science, 
right  before me ready to correct 
me. If I use an illustration from 
Roman mythology, there is Prof. B 
ready to trip me up for any little 
inaccuracy. If I mention something 
in English grammar, I am cowered 
by the presence of the learned man 
that teaches that branch. What 
shall I do?” The wise old man re-
plied, “Do not be discouraged; 
preach the gospel. They probably 
know very little of that.”

  We live in a world that is very 
educated, very knowledgeable, 
and very  aware of many things 
but many do not know the gospel 
of Christ. It is sad that very few 
people truly know the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. We must understand 
the urgency to teaching those who 
are lost and do  not know the Gos-

pel. Christianity is a taught reli-
gion, as illustrated by Jesus Christ 
and as taught in Scripture. Ro-
mans 10:17, “So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ”. Remember what 
Paul has stated right before this 
in Romans 10:14–15, “How then 
shall they call on Him in whom 
they have not believed? And how 
shall they believe in Him of whom 
they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preach-
er? And how shall they preach 
unless they are sent? As it is writ-
ten: “How beautiful are the feet 
of those who preach the gospel of 
peace, who bring glad tidings of 
good things!”

  Paul was so burdened to preach 
the Gospel he declared, in 1 Corin-
thians 9:16, “Woe is me if I do not 
preach the gospel!” We must have 
a burden for lost people, or noth-
ing will happen in the way of effec-
tive evangelism. Does your heart 
ache for lost people? My heart 
does every time I go to a large 
stadium; I think about all the lost 
people that are there. Then the 
second thing I think about is how 
amazing it would be if I could just 

for 15 minutes speak to the whole 
crowd about their salvation. 

  How would our world be differ-
ent if we looked at people not by 
the color of their skin or the type 
clothes they had on but as people 
needing a Savior? Mark, in Mark 
16:15 gives us the Great Commis-
sion, “And He said to  them, ‘Go 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.’” Jesus 
is telling each of us to go into all 
our world and preach the gos-
pel—into our families, into our 
workplace, into our campus, into 
our sphere of influence, anywhere 
where Jesus is not and share the 
gospel. 

  His words were not merely ad-
dressed to preachers, teachers, 
evangelists,  and missionaries. 
They are addressed to every fol-
lower of Jesus Christ. We cannot 
be disengaged from or disinter-
ested in this subject because the 
literal eternal destinies of people 
hang in the balance.

  Although it is true not all of us 
can or are even able to be pub-
lic proclaimers of God’s work, we 
each can do something to help oth-
ers to come to Christ. The young 
salesman was disappointed about 
losing a big sale, and as  he talked 
with his sales manager he lament-
ed, “I guess it just proves you  can 
lead a horse to water but you can’t 
make him drink.” The manager  
replied, “Son, take my advice: 
your job is not to make him drink. 
Your job is  to make him thirsty.” 
So it is with evangelism. Our lives 
should be so filled  with Christ that 
they create a thirst for the Gospel. 
(Preaching Nov-Dec,  1985). This 
is why I preach, because I want as 
many people as possible to know 
the Gospel of Christ and the sal-
vation Christ offers everyone who 
will accept it.  

Parkersburg, West Virginia

William H. Bunting
PO Box 708, Thessalon, ON L0R 1P0 
scatterministry@mail.com

Are you a small isolated congregation of the Lord’s people 
without an evangelist? 

Would you like to be able to share the gospel in one-on-one 
Bible studies via a DVD? 

Do you have shut-ins and loved ones in nursing homes that can 
no longer attend worship service?

If you have answered “YES” to any of the above questions then the “Scatter Ministry” is for YOU!

We are mailing (at no charge) to you Bible lessons on DVD’s throughout Canada, the USA and internationally 
to now over 300 locations!

We would love to partner with you in sharing the gospel in your area. Please contact us at the above 
email address if we can be of service to you or if you know of someone that would like to be added to 
the mailing list!

We praise God for His continual blessings on this ministry.
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Order Form:
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Postal/Zip Country

Why the Disciples Divided in Ontario
at the Close of the Nineteenth Century:
An account of the Division in the Restoration 
Movement in Ontario (2018) 
By Edwin Broadus

(ISBN 978-0-9699923-4-9); 
published by Gospel Herald Foundation. 275 pages, 
$21.95. Reviewed by Geoffrey Ellis

Order: The Gospel Herald, Max Craddock, 
428187 8th Con. A, Feversham, ON N0C 1C0 
416-706-5633; craddockmax81@gmail.com

An Account of the Division in the 
Restoration Movement in Ontario

Edwin Broadus 

Why the Disciples 
Divided in Ontario
at the Close of the 19th Century

Newly Published by the Gospel Herald Foundation

Edwin Broadus has now completed his 
anticipated, Why the Disciples Divided 
in Ontario, a companion volume to his 
earlier acclaimed works, How the Disciples 
Came Together in Early Ontario and How 
the Disciples Grew in Ontario. This latest 
offering is without equal in its compre-
hensive coverage and insightful analysis 
of the Restoration Movement at the close 
of the 19th Century in Ontario.
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
This listing includes most but not all of the churches of Christ in Canada along with a few in 
bordering states. Please help us to keep it useful by updating the information regularly. The 
information, unless otherwise specified, is in the following order: Place of meeting; times of 
Bible Class, Worship and mid-week gatherings; mailing address if different from meeting place; 
(Post Office is at the beginning unless otherwise indicated); preacher; phone. 

The Gospel Herald Publication exists to serve the non-instrumental Churches of Christ. The 
church directory is included as a service to the congregations. It should be understood that 
inclusion of a congregation in the church directory does not necessarily imply complete 
endorsement, by the editors, of all practices of those listed.

  PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

CAMROSE: 4901 42 Street T4V 1A2;
Sunday AM Bible study 10 am; Sunday AM worship
service 11 am; Thursday Bible Study 7 PM;
Phone: (780) 672-1220 (Office);
Evangelist: David Friesen;
Email: info@camrosechurchofchrist.org
Website: www.camrosechurchofchrist.org 

EDMONTON Church of Christ: meeting place in
Northwest of city, 13015 – 116 Avenue NW;  
Ofc 780-455-1049; Mail: 11532 – 130 Street NW, 
Edmonton AB T5M 1A4; Sun 9:30 am Bible classes; 
10:30 am Worship; Wed 7 pm Bible study  
CARE groups at the building and in seven homes  
(phone for location and other times);  
Elders: Henri Bouchard, Walter Hreczuch, Kirby Salter;  
Evangelists: Bruce Boland 905-380-8479, 
Emanuel Burnstad 587-599-9445;  
Email: church5@telus.net;  
Web: edmontonchurchofchrist.org

SOUTH EDMONTON: Southwood Community Centre
1880 – 37 street NW, Edmonton, AB;
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 42126 Edmonton, AB T6K 
4C4; Evangelist: Roy Graneau; 780-902-1329
Sun. 10:00 adult & children’s Bible class, 
11:00 worship; Midweek CARE Groups in homes 
(phone evangelist for details);
Web: southedmontonchurchofchrist.org
Email: southedmonton.churchofchrist@gmail.com

LLOYDMINSTER Church of Christ: 4702 56 Ave., 
Mailing Address: Box 88, Lloydminster, AB T9V 0X9; 
Sun. 10:00, 11:00; Mid-week in Homes, call for 
information; Off (780) 875-4056; Lee Patmore, ev.; 
res: (306) 825-2505; cell (306) 821-7446 
e-mail: lee_patmore@me.com

MEDICINE HAT: Crescent Heights Church of Christ, 
655 Stewart Dr. NW, T1A 7C2; Sun. 10, 11, 7; 
Wed. 7; Jamie Lobert, ev. (403) 527-7346 or 
(403) 527-7311 (off)

RED DEER: Davenport Church of Christ, 
68 Donlevy Avenue, Red Deer,T4R 2Y8, 
tel. 403-347-3986; (fax) 403.347.332, Edward Klym, 
Minister/Evangelist; Sunday morning worship: 
10:00 am, Sunday School: 11:00 am; 
Wednesday Bible Class: 7:00 pm
Email: davenportchurchofchrist@gmail.com
Website: www.reddeerchurchofchrist.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/rdcoc 

ST. ALBERT: Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m. at the 
St. Albert Seniors Center at 7 Tache St., St. Albert;
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7:00 at –  
call for address, Mailing Address: 20 Desmarais
Cres., St. Albert, AB T8N 5X7; (780) 690-9947,
E-mail: stalbertcofc@hotmail.com, 
webpage: www.stalbertchurchofchrist.org

  PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

ABBOTSFORD (Central Valley): Sun. 10:30, 11; 
Please call for Thursday evening bible study  
and Wed. morning ladies class locations.  
Meeting place for Sunday mornings only is: 
32026 George Ferguson Way, Abbotsford, 
in the Clearwood Room. Mailing address:  
#4 – 3292 Elmwood Dr.; V2S 6B2;  
Norm Weir, ev. 604-850-8670 (off);  
859-5973 (res). If no answer 604-855-2394;
email: normjen@shaw.ca

CAMPBELL RIVER: 226 Hilchey Road 
Campbell River, BC V9W 1P4; Contact: Office 
(250) 923-5233; Charles Witty (250) 923-6396; 
Jim McGeachy (250) 286-3780;
besijim2@hotmail.com 

COURTENAY: Tslolum Building, Lewis Park, Courtenay;
Worship 10 am; Ev. Bill Pakosz, ph. 250-923-6176; 
Website: www.churchofchristcourtenay.org,  
Email: Churchofchristcourtenay@shaw.ca  
Mailing address: 2239 Oyster Garden Rd,  
Campbell River. BC V9H 1E7

CRESTON: Call for service times and place:
David & Diane Phypers: 250-428-5937

CROFTON: 1288 Smith Rd. Box 45, V0R 1R0;  
Phone for time; (250) 246-3659.

DELTA: Delta Christian School, 53rd &
Ladner Trunk Road, Ladner; 9:45, 10:45; Midweek:
Call for times; PO Box 18623, RPO Ladner, Delta, BC
V4K 4V7; contact Larry Hoff (604) 943-1468;
Ron Bailey (604) 943-7517

KELOWNA: Spring Valley Church of Christ,
#106 - 1580 Springfield Road,
Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 5V4 Sun. 10:30,
Charlie McKnight, ev., Ph. 250-862-8739,
email: McKnight8739@shaw.ca

NANAIMO: 1720 Meredith Rd., V9S 2M4;
Sun. 10:00, 11:00, Wed. meeting in homes
7:00 PM. Please phone for times and place.
Wayne Peckett, (250) 758-6985, wjp.cc79@telus.net

NORTH BEND Church of Christ: 
North Bend Community Hall, 48846 Highline Road, 
North Bend; Sun. 10:30 am; Mailing address:
47220 Green Ranch Road, North Bend, BC, V0K 1C1
Bordy Krogsgaard 604-867-9420

PRINCE GEORGE: 9465 Old Summit Road South, 
V2K 5S8, Sunday worship – 10 AM, 250-962-6978 
or 250-562-6708

PRINCE RUPERT Church of Christ: 
977 Prince Rupert Blvd.; PO Box 324, V8J 3P9; 
Sunday Bible classes 11:00
am, worship 10:00 am; Thurs. 7 pm; 
Contact: Meynard Carlow (250) 624-4449 (off)
or (250) 624-3347

SALMON ARM: 490- 5th Ave, S.W. V1E 1V4; 
Sunday 10:00; Call for times and locations of 
other meetings; 250-833-0927; Doug Kendig, and 
Gordon Parmenter, elders; website: sa4CHRIST.com

SOUTH BURNABY Church of Christ  
(Metro Vancouver): 7485 Salisbury Ave., Burnaby
BC V5E 3A5; Sunday worship: 10 a.m.; Bible classes
for all ages: 10:45; Midweek groups meet in homes.
Kirk Ruch, ev.; K.M.Ruch@SBChurch.ca;
Conor Wilkerson, youth; Office: 
our.office@SBChurch.ca; (604) 522-7721;
Website: www.sbchurch.ca

SURREY: (Greater Vancouver):15042 92nd Ave., 
V3R 5V7; Sun. 10, 11, 6; Ron Beckett, ev., 
604-594-1796.

VANCOUVER (Oakridge): 6970 Oak St., V6P 3Z6; 
English services: Sun. 10, 11, Milton Diaz, ev., 
604-432-1749 (res.).

VERNON: 4107 Pleasant Valley Rd, V1T 4M1; 
Sun. 10, 11; Murray Ververda, ev., (250) 545-6892 
(off) www.vernonchurchofchrist.com; 
email: vernonchurchofchrist@telus.net 

VICTORIA (South Island Church of Christ): 
Mailing address: South Island Church of Christ,  
c/o 1600 Charlton Rd. Victoria, B.C. V9E 2C8; 
Meeting address: Westshore Chamber of Commerce, 
2830 Aldwynd Rd., Langford, BC.;  
Worship service 11:00 am – 12:00 pm,  
Contacts: Dick Morton 250-479-8480,  
L/S Walters 250-478-7275, Don Knox 250-382-0824;  
e-mail: southislsndchurch@gmail.com

  PROVINCE OF MANITOBA

BRANDON: 943 7th St., R7A 3V1; Sun. 10:30; 
Midweek; call for location (204) 728-0957; 
Charles Muller, sec. 726-4723.

CARMAN: Main Street S.; Sun. 10, 1:15; Wed. 7 PM;
Box 955, R0G 0J0; contact Ray Winkler (elder),
204-745-3226; Randy Foss, ev, 745 6969 (office)

DAUPHIN: 220 Whitmore Ave. W; Mailing address:
Box 70, Dauphin, R7N 2T9; Sun. worship 10:00;
Sun. & Wed. nights call for details;
204-638-6321 (off), Fax: 204-638-0872

MANSON: Box 2, Manson, MB, R0M 1J0; Meeting 
Sunday Mornings – 10 & 11, (most Sundays) at 
Elkhorn Leisure Centre, 10 Richhill Ave E, Elkhorn, 
MB: Call to confirm meeting place or other 
information: Wilf Rogers, 204-722-2293 
or Ken Starnes,306-435-2512: 
email: kennyg1@myaccess.ca

WINNIPEG (Central): Sun. Worship 10, Bible classes 
11:15, Eve. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.; (204) 475-6462;
Fax: (413) 677-6165;
Mail: 170 St. Mary’s Road, Winnipeg, MB R2H 1H9;
website: www.winnipegchurch.ca;
Jim Hobbs, sec. for elders (204) 261-9861;
Shawn LeBlanc ev. (shawn@winnipegchurch.ca)
Jay Manimtim youth min (jay@winnipegchurch.ca)

  PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK

MONCTON: 365 Pine Glen Rd., Riverview  
(Moncton), E1B 4J8; Sun. 10, Wed. 7:30 p.m.; 
Stephane Maillet, ev., (506) 204-8365  
(Office) (506) 872-3179 (H) (506) 988-0098 (C)  
Emails: stephanemaillet@rogers.com;  
moncton.churchofchrist@gmail.ca
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/
AddedMembersOfChurchOfChrist

SAINT JOHN: Meeting in the home of
Fred and Linda Nelson at 10:00 AM.
Call 506 847 1780 for directions Mailing
address: 61 Bel-Air Avenue Rothesay, N. B. E2E OL5 
Thursday night Bible study at 6:30 p.m.

  NEW YORK STATE

NIAGARA FALLS: 2011 Tennessee Ave.,
Niagara Falls, NY, 14305; Off (716)285-6534,
Home (716) 297-6563; Sunday Bible study 10 am,
worship 11 AM, Wed. 7 PM.
Minister Eddie J. Cornelius; cell:716-478-5278,
e-mail: niafallscofc@aol.com;
website: www.niagarafallscofc.com 

NIAGARA FALLS: LaSalle church of Christ
1121 North Military Rd, Niagara Falls NY 14304
Phone: 716-283-1214; Sun. Bible Study 9:45 a.m.,
Worship 11:00 a.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Evangelist: Mark R. Dailey (716-754-2752)
Email: minister@lasallechurchofchrist.org
Website: lasallechurchofchrist.org

  PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA

HALIFAX: 48 Convoy Ave., B3N 2P8;
Sun. 9:45 & 11 am; Tuesday 7 pm
David Cariaga, ev. (902) 443-9628 (off),
Cell (902) 410-8496
Wayne Taylor, 9sec. (902) 876-7402

KENTVILLE: 177 Middle Dyke Rd. exit 12 off
Hwy 101, Sun. 11, 10; Wed. 6; Box 26, B4N 3V9;
Contact Jack Bearden; (902) 538-3329
or Ray Fisher rcfisherofmen@gmail.com
www.live4jesus.ca

MILL VILLAGE: 3557 Indian Road Shubenacadie, NS 
B0N 2H0; Sunday Worship Times: Fellowship at 9:30 
a.m., Bible class and Sunday school at 10 a.m.;
Worship at 11 a.m. Tuesday night Bible study
at 7 p.m. Ladies Bible study class at noon on
Thursdays. 902-758-4252 (to leave a message
at the church building), 902-758-2633 J. Mackey,
natbrown@ns.sympatico.ca

  PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

Ajax Church of Christ: 75 Centennial Road, Ajax, 
Ontario L1S-4L4, 2nd floor, Duffins Room
Sunday School 10:00 am-10:45 am, 
Worship 11:00 am; Wednesday night Bible class in 
different brethren homes; Steve Chubry, Minister, 

Residence 905-728-6125; Cell # 647-378-7231
e-mail: ajaxcoccentennialroad@gmail.com
Personal e-mail steve.chubry@sympatico.ca
Find us on Facebook at Ajax Church of Christ
Centennial Road 

BARRIE: 345 Grove St. E. (at Cook), L4M 2R6;
Sun. 10, 11, 6:30; Wed. 7:00; 
Tim Johnson, ev. 705-718-0017 (cell); email: minis-
ter@barriechurch.ca

BEAMSVILLE: 4900 John St., L0R 1B6;
Bible Classes: 9:30 am, Worship: 10:30 am,
Small groups meeting throughout the
week; Don Smith, ev. 905-563-7655 (off);
e-mail: beamsvillechurchofchrist@bellnet.ca
website: www.beamsvillechurchofchrist.ca

BRAMALEA: 750 Clark Blvd., L6T 3Y2;
(905) 792-2297; mail@bramaleacofc.ca;
Sunday worship 10:00, Bible class 11:15;
Adult Bible Study Thursday 1:30 pm,
Kevin Hunter, ev, (905) 455-5796 (res);
www.bramaleacofc.ca

BRANTFORD: 267 North Park St., N3R 4L2;
Sun. 10, 11, Mid-week, call for times;
contact Curtis Thompson, 519-504-6185;
email: Godlovesfaithfully@hotmail.com
Mike Gray 905-387-5680, email: thegrays1@shaw.ca
office (519) 759-6630

CHESLEY & AREA: Call for time and place of
meetings. Padfield: 519-934-0441; David Vance:
519-507-5070; Ron Zavitz: 519-506-6952 

COLLINGWOOD: 494 10th Street, Collingwood,
Ontario L9Y 2H1; Email: cchurchofchrist@bmts.com;
Phone 705-444-0010; Minister: Les Cramp, Phone
519-538-5184; Cell 519-375-0559; Sunday Study
10:00 a.m. & Worship 11 a.m.; Study Thursday  
2 p.m.; Please join us for worship, Bible study or  
fellowship at any time.

CORNWALL: 105 3rd St W Cornwall, ON K6J 2N9
Mid-week study: Wednesday 7 pm
Sunday Service: 10 am Bible Study/Children’s 
Classes: 11 am Service
website: churchofchristcornwall.ca
ph: 613-933-1825; email: albojarski@hotmail.com
Evangelist: Allen Bojarski
Chairman: Jeremy Bojarski
Treasurer: Mark Duperron

FENWICK: 765 Welland Ave.; Sun. 9:45, 11, 6:00;
Wed. 7:30; P.O. Box 416, L0S 1C0; (905) 892-5661;
email: cofcfenwick@gmail.com 
Website: www.fenwickchurchofchrist.ca

GRIMSBY: 164 Mountain Rd. Grimsby, 
Sun. Worship 10 am; Bible classes 11 am;
Sun evening 7 pm, Wed. 7 pm; Box 181, L3M 4G3;
(905) 945-3058 (off); George Mansfield, ev
(c) 905-401-3482; website: www.grimsbycofc.org

GUELPH: Sun. 10:00, 11:00, Wed. 7:00
evs. Johnathan Ledbetter (226) 343-0925 
Jason Rollins (519) 760-4694
Call for meeting locations.
www.GuelphChurchOfChrist.com

HAILEYBURY: Meeting in homes, usually Sundays at 
4 PM but call to confirm place and time. Week day 
Bible studies by appointment, Mailing address: 
Box 702, P0J 1K0; Mike & Judy Tinney 
705-672-9241 or e-mail: can@parolink.net

HAMILTON: Fennell Ave. Church of Christ,
321 East 27 Street (at Fennell),
L8V 3G8; Sunday 10:00, 11:00, 6:00;
Wednesday 7:00; (905) 385-5775 (off.);
Randy Morritt, ev.
email@churchofchristhamilton.com
Chris Gardner, sec., (905) 388-9174:
Website: www.churchofchristhamilton.com

NORTH HAMILTON: Sun. Bible Study, 9:30–10:30;
Worship: 10:30–11:30; meetings at YMCA building, 
79 James St. S. Wednesday Bible Study 6:30–7:30 
For information re. place of meeting,
please call 905-389-8308
c/o Joe Sandassie, 286 East 26th Street, Hamilton
ON L8V 3E1; email: rjwss@cogeco.ca 

HAMILT0N (Stoney Creek): 105 King St. E., L8G 1L1
905-664-1130 (off); Sun. 10, 11;
(summer worship 10) Contact Ben Wiebe;
Website: www.patchworkinthecheek.com
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HUNTSVILLE: Huntsville Public Library,
7 Minerva St. E., Sun. 10:00, c/o Dave Preston,
(705) 789-7697, 491 Fowlers Rd., R.R.#5,  
Huntsville, Ont., P1H 2N5. Other contacts:
Ken Smith, (705) 789-8292

HUNTSVILLE: 36 Hilltop Dr., P1H 1C5 (off Hwy. 
11BN); Sun. 9:45, 11, 7; Ken Skinner, 705-382-2283 
or Evelyn Preston, sec. 705-767-3237.

Ice Lake (Manitoulin Island): (1 mile South of 
Hwy 540, Ice Lake, ON); Mailing address: 
408A Robertson Rd., Gore Bay, Ontario P0P 1H0; 
Sunday: classes 10 am, Worship 11 am; midweek – 
call for information: David Cariaga 905 872-2098

KENORA: 101 Norman Dr.; Sun. 10, 11;
P.O. Box 2905, P9N 3X8; Phone 807-466-1449
Earle Rattai, ev., 807-548-2245;
email: erattai@sympatico.ca

KINGSTON: 446 College St., K7L 4M7; 
Sunday worship 11 AM; (off) 613-546-5409

KITCHENER (Southwest): Sunday 10:30 AM, Please 
find us at http://swkitchenerchurchofchrist.org/  
or Facebook.com/swkcoc.

LONDON: 186 Gammage Street, London ON 
N5Y 2B3; (519) 672-2426; Sun. Worship 10 AM,
Contact: M. Pennington, 519-872-7629;
Email: pmpennington40@gmail.com;
P. Fewster, 519-672-2426;
Email: peter.fewster@gmail.com

MEAFORD: 113 Nelson St. W. N4L 1G3; Sunday
School 9:45–10:30 a.m., Morning Worship 11:00
Sunday night: home locations will be posted on the
web page each month; Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
Kevin Cleary, ev.; (519) 538-1750;
e-mail: meaford-cofc@brucetelecom.com
website: http://www.meafordcofc.ca/
Check website for monthly changes

MISSISSAUGA: Mail address:
Mississauga Churchof Christ; PO Box 42264;
128 Queen Street S., Mississauga ON L5M 5Z5;
Place of Worship: McKinnon Public School,
3270 Tacc Drive, Mississauga ON L5M 0H3;
Worship: 10:30–11:30 AM;
Bible Class 9:30 to 10:15 AM;
Contact name: Tony Lourenco; tlourenco@cogeco.ca;
Bill Currie, 905-826-4816,
Email: wjcurrie65@gmail.com
Web address www.mississaugacofc.ca
Email: mail@mississaugacofc.ca 

NEW LISKEARD: 554 Helmer Pedersen Drive,
New Liskeard; Sun. 9:30, 10:30; Wed. 7:00; 
Contacts: Jim Robertson, PO Box 1556, 
New Liskeard ON; P0J 1P0; (705) 647-5488, 
Email: ccstone65@hotmail.com

NEWMARKET: 230 Davis Dr., L3Y 2N4;  
Sunday worship 10 am, 
Bible classes 11:15 am; Wednesday, please call  
for time and location; Nathan Pickard,  
ev.; 905-895-6502 (off); 
email: pickardnathan@hotmail.com
www.newmarketchurchofchrist.ca

NIAGARA FALLS: 3901 Dorchester Rd. N., L2J 3A8,
(905) 356-3412 (turn E. on Thorold Stone Rd. from
QEW and left on Dorchester Rd.); Sunday Worship
10:30 AM, Sunday School 11:30 AM Wed. 7:30
Adult & Children’s classes; Darrin Douglas, (minister)
905-356-3412, darrin@niagaracoc.com;
Bruce Boland (youth/involvement minister)
905-356-3412, bruce@niagaracoc.com; 
website: www.niagaracoc.com 

NORTH BAY: 73 Gertrude St. E.; Box 745, P1B 8J8; 
Sun. 10:00; (705) 472-7040 (off.);
email: church@northbaycoc.ca; 
Website: www.northbaycoc.ca

OMAGH: 9850 Britannia Road, Milton, ON L9E 0E4;
10, 11; website: www.omaghchurch.org,
Mailing address: Harold Ellis, Sec., 7435 Twiss Rd., 
RR # 3, Campbellville, ON L0P 1B0

OSHAWA: Cedar Park Church of Christ
566 Simcoe St. N, Oshawa, L1G 4V3
Sun. 9:45, 11:00, 7; Thursday 7:00 pm;
Church Phone. 905-434-1258 (Please leave a  
message) Santiago Molina, ev. 416-751-6879

OTTAWA (Riverview Park): 1515 Chomley Cres.,
K1G 0V9; Sun. Sunday School 10 am,
Worship 11 am, 6 pm, Wed. 7 pm
Robert MacRury, ev., 613-737-0701,
Website: www.ottawachurchofchrist.com
Ottawa church of Christ facebook

OTTAWA (West): The Olde Forge Community
Resource Centre, 2730 Carling Avenue, Ottawa;
Mailing Address: West Ottawa Church of Christ,
c/o Bill Schlarb, 361 Viewmont Drive, Ottawa, ON,
K2E 7R9; Sunday morning: 10 am. Bible study,
11 am; Worship service Contacts: Bill Schlarb,
613-224-8507; Bruce Veinot, 613-592-0291
email: westottawacofc@gmail.com,
website: www.westottawacofc.ca

OWEN SOUND: 835 10th Ave. E., N4K 3H8;
Sun. 9:45, 11:00, 6 pm; Thurs. 7; Brian Thompson,
ev. (519) 376-6702 (off.), 372-2155 (res.);
email: oscoc@wightman.ca
website: www.owensoundcofc.com

PETERBOROUGH: The Board Room,
Parkway Place Mall, Landsdowne Street W.;
Mailing address: c/o Bob and Carol Myers,  
2567 Dummer-Asphodel, Norwood, ON K0L 2V0. 
Sunday 10 & 10:45; Wed. The Board Room, 7:00 pm, 
Bob Myers (705) 760-2661

PINE ORCHARD: 16716 Warden Ave (just south of
Vivian Rd.) 3 km east of Newmarket; Sunday School 
10 am except July/August, Worship 11 am; 
Mailing address: Judy Yaksich, Sec.
S12125 Sideroad 17, RR #1, Sunderland, ON
L0C 1H0; phone: (705) 357-1224
Email: jayaksich@yahoo.ca

PORT COLBORNE: 700 Steele St., Port Colborne, ON 
L3K 4Z2; Sun. worship 10:00, SS 10:15, 
Adult SS 11:00; (905) 732-2465

REXDALE: Thistle Town Community Service Centre
925 Albion Rd, Etobicoke, ON
Bible Class: 10:00 AM Worship: 11:00 AM
Minister:Derrick Grant Contact: 416-893-2241 
email: derrick.grant101@gmail.com

ST. CATHARINES: 439 Ontario St. N., L2N 4M9;  
Sun. 9:30, 10:30, 6; Wed. 7:00; 935-9581 (off.); 
Jeremiah Cisco, ev.; Email: churchofchrist@bellnet.ca; 
WebSite: www.stcatharinescofc.ca

ST. THOMAS: 60 S. Edgeware Rd, N5P 2H6;
519-633-2210 Sun 10,11 Wednesday 7 pm; 
Bob Jackson, 519-633-1123

SARNIA: 796 Errol Rd E N7V 2G7
Bible Study Sunday 9:30 am
Worship 11:45 am
Bible Study Wednesday 7 pm
mailto: sarniachurchofchrist1@gmail.com
phone (519) 339-1161

SAULT STE. MARIE (Pinehill): 132 Cunningham
Road, P6B 1N4; (705)949-4988; Sunday 9:40 AM,
10:40 AM; call for Sunday PM time; 
Wednesday 7 PM; Elders: P. Bailey (705) 256-6789), 
C. Whitfield (705) 254-6153; http://pinehillcoc.ca

SELKIRK: 1/2 km n. of village
58 Erie St. N., Selkirk, On. N0A 1P0
Sun 10 & 11am. Wed.7:00pm.

SOUTH RIVER: Jaspar St. S.; off Ottawa St. W.;
Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7:00; Box 549, P0A 1X0;
Chris Nicholson, ev. (705) 384-5252

STRATFORD: 478 Brunswick St.,N5A 3N6;
Sunday Worship 10:00, Wednesday - various
activities 7:00 pm, please call for details;
Voice mail (519) 273-5280; Greg Toohey, ev, 
519-635-5921; Contacts: John Brush
(519) 625-1054; Charles Kippax (519) 539-6931

SUDBURY: 2663 Bancroft Dr. P3B 1T7; 
Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7 PM; 705-560-3964;  
Elders Wes Bailey, Don Stringer

SUNDRIDGE: #10500 Hwy. 124 N.
Sunday School 10:00, Worship 11:00, Wed. 7:00 
Robert Gieg (705) 380-0907 
Email- rbgieg@gmail.com 
Don Preston (705) 384-7058 

THESSALON: 8 Albert St. off Hwy. 17; 
Sun. 10-11, Wed. 7 pm; Mailing address: 
Rick Klazinga, sec, Bill Bunting, interim ev; 
Box 708, P0R 1L0; 705-254-9012(Bill); 
705-842-3340(O/F); email: rick.klazinga@gmail.com

TILLSONBURG: Mailing address: Box 331,  
N4G 4H8; Call for Service Time and Place:  
519-875-2021; 519-688-8121

TINTERN: 4359 Spring Creek Rd., Vineland, ON
L0R 2C0; Worship at 9:45 a.m. with classes to
follow; Sunday p.m. call for times and locations;
Wed. 7:00 pm; Noel Walker ev.;
Cindy Whitfield, Children’s Minister; 
Matthew Burrows, ev.; (905) 563 6311 (off.)
tinternchurchofchrist@gmail.com.

TORONTO (Bayview Ave.): 1708 Bayview Ave.,
M4G 3C4 (1 block S. of Eglinton); Sun. 10, 11;
Wed. 7; Michael Hilborn, mhilborn@rogers.com; 
609-319 Merton St. Toronto, ON M4S 1A5
(416) 489-7405 (office)

TORONTO (Scarborough): 
2035 Kennedy Road, Toronto, Ontario M1T 3G2 
DELTA Toronto East Hotel, (Leaside Suite) Kennedy 
& 401 East; Sunday Shool 10:15, Worship 11:15; 
Thurs. 7:00pm (in homes)
(Mailing Address: 300 Borough Drive, 
P.O. Box 47011, Scarborough, Ontario M1P 4Z7)
Church Phone: 416-970-3835; 
Website: www.scarboroughchurchofchrist.com
Devon Bennett, Minister, 905-686-2486, 
Cell: 416-970-3835; 
Fax: 905-428-1579; email: devonben@gmail.com

TORONTO (Harding Ave.): 47 Harding Ave.,
M6M 3A3; Sun. 10, 11, 7; Wed. 7; 416-244-9152;
contact; Aikins Wiredu, 905-216-6896;  
Bernard Worloson, 416-742-8292; 
Twi service available last Sunday of the month, 
and Spanish Classes, Mondays 7:30 p.m.,  
Santiago Molina (416) 751-6879.

TORONTO (Strathmore Blvd.): 346 Strathmore Blvd.
M4C 1N3 (across from Coxwell subway station);
416-461-7406; Sun. 9:45, 11, 6; Wed. 7;
Elders: Peter Dwomoh 416-462-3616; Stephen Gill
416-265-2496, Marvin Johnson 416-752-0325,
Moises Velasco 905-591-0361, Jean Volcy
905-237-3312; Bob Hibbard, ev. 416-461-7406,
bobh@strathmorecofc.ca; Max Craddock, ev.
(Key To The Kingdom); 647-346-2076,
e-mail maxc@strathmorecofc.ca;
Marlon Molina, ev., marlonm@strathmorecofc.ca;
Santiago Molina (Spanish) ev, 416-751-6879,
websites: www.strathmorecofc.ca;
www.keytothekingdom.ca

VANDELEUR: Now meeting in the home of Morgan 
and Diann Petch, 43 Brackenbury Street, Markdale.
Phone 519-986-2449; Sunday 10 and worship at 11;
Gordon Dennis, PO Box 274 Mount Forest, ON  
N0G 2L0, 519-323-2424; Email: gordot@wightman.ca

WATERLOO church of Christ: 470 Glenelm Cres., 
Waterloo, ON N2L 5C8; (519) 885-6330 (off); 
Sun, 9:30, 10:30, Wed 7:00 pm, Jamie Azzoparde, 
519-885-6330, e-mail: Jazz.wcoc@gmail.com
website: churchofchristwaterloo@gmail.com 

WINDSOR (West Side): 2255 Totten St., N9B 1X6 
(E. of Huron Church Rd.); 254-6262 or 945-4851; 
Sun. 9:45, 11, 5:30; Wed. 7:30; Drew Chapados, ev., 
785 Sandison Ave., Windsor, N9E 4T3; 
(519) 250-4407; Email: westsidechurch@live.com

  PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

MONTREAL: (English/French/Ashante):
5611 RUE ANGERS
COTE-ST-PAUL (MONTREAL) QUEBEC H4E 4A7
Sunday 10, 11, 6:30; Wednesday 7:00 (English)
Ph 514-564-6780; Fax 514-564-6781,
Email: churchofchristofgm@videotron.com,
Website: www.greatermontrealchurchofchrist.com 

MONTREAL: (South-West • English/French/Spanish): 
Ville Emard Church of Christ, 6259 Monk Blvd., 
Montreal, QC, H4E 3H8 (2 streets east of the 
Monk subway station, 10 minutes from Downtown); 
(514) 765-8919. Simultaneous electronic translation: 
Sunday 10, 11, Wed. 7; Website: www.vecoc.org; 
Roger Saumur, ev. (514) 602-5105;
e-mail: rogersaumur@sympatico.ca 

PLESSISVILLE: Centre Communautaire, 
1745 Ave. Fournier; Sun. 6.00 & 7.00 pm 
Ev.Yvon Beaudoin,(418)728 5240;
e-mail: ybeaudoin@oricom.ca ;
Mailing Address: c/o André Coté, 
2069 Ave. St-Louis, Plessisville, QC G6L 2N8

QUEBEC CITY: 2980 De Verteuil St (corner Jean-Noel 
St); Mailing address: PO Box 9041 STN Sainte-Foy, 
Quebec, QC G1V 4A8, Sunday School: 9:30 AM;
Sunday worship: 10:30 AM (French); Wed. 7:00 PM 
(Phone in Summer) 418-651-3664 (of);
Yvon Beaudoin, ev. 418-728-5240; 
email: ybeaudoin@oricom.ca; Roger Paradis, ev. 
418-831-8690; email: rparadis1518@videotron.ca

  PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN

BENGOUGH: E. side Hwy. 34; Sun. 10:30, 11:15;
Doug Coroluick, Box 224 S0C 0K0; (306) 268-2062.

ESTEVAN: 1302 8th St., S4A 1H6; 634-3116; Sun. 
10, 11, 7; Wed. 7; Tim Pippus, ev., 634-8195, res.
E-mail: estevan.cofc@sasktel.net
website: www.estevanchurchofchrist.org

GRAVELBOURG: 300-2nd Ave. E., Box 507,
S0H 1X0; Sun. 10:30; (306) 648-3435
Darrell Buchanan, ev

KENOSEE VILLAGE: Moose Mountain  
Church of Christ, Mailing address: PO Box 184,  
Kenosee Village, SK S0C 2S0; Sunday 10:00;
Office (306) 577-2477 Mid-week: 
or Paul Moore (306) 575-0218
info@moosemountainchurch.com 

LLOYDMINSTER Church of Christ: 4702 56 Ave., 
Mailing Address: Box 88, Lloydminster, AB T9V 0X9; 
Sun. 10:00, 11:00; Mid-week in Homes, call for 
information; Off (780) 875-4056; Lee Patmore, ev.; 
res: (306) 825-2505; cell (306) 821-7446 
e-mail: lee_patmore@me.com

MOOSE JAW: 901 James Street, Moose Jaw, SK
S6H 3H5; (306) 693-4064 (off.); mjcoc@sasktel.net
Call for times of worship.

REGINA (Northwest): 4400 4th Avenue
Regina S4T 0H8 (in the Orr Centre)
Sunday: 9:45am Classes: 11:15am
Contact: Dr. Leslie Williams 
E-mail: lesliejawilliams@gmail.com

SASKATOON: Sunday, Worship 10 AM, Wed,7 PM;
Phone for summer schedule;
Office: 343-7922; Lead Minister: Mike Parker;
Senior Minister: Bob Parker;
Location & Mail:134 Cardinal Cres. S7L 6H6;
Fax: 343-1589;
Bob Parker: stoonchurch@live.com
Mike Parker: mike@skchurch.ca

SWIFT CURRENT: Church of Christ, Box 1103,
Swift Current, SK, S9H 3X3; Sun. 11;
Susan Eidem, sec., 306-741-9925;
(call for location of meetings)

WEYBURN: 1115 First Ave. NE (Hwy. 13E),
S4H 0N2; Sun. 9:30, 10:30, 7; Wed. 6:30 p.m.;
John Smith, ev. 306-842-6424 (off)
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