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An issue that continues to raise its head in the church is 

that of music in the worship. Beginning on page two is an 

article by Thayer Salisbury that addresses this issue in a 

fresh and thoughtful way. The editors pray this article will 

be helpful to all.

I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If a man remains in 
me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing.

JOHN 15:5
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I have no desire to take the place of 
God and say that one’s music choices 
will, by themselves, determine one’s 

eternal destiny. But there are a number 
of issues related to the use of music 
in the church that are being unfairly 
ignored. Our worship decisions have 
serious theological implications. Yet 
many, especially among the younger 
generation in the church, are completely 
unaware of what is involved. They are 
being told that our choice of music 
in the church is a matter of personal 
preference or “tradition.” Personal 
preference is involved, but it is far from 
the whole story.

God-Centred

 Singing is the form of music God has 
commanded under the New Covenant, 
and we honour best when we honour 
someone according to their expressed 
wishes.
 A friend of mine recently visited 
Washington, D.C. While in Washington, 
he visited the graves of John and Robert 
Kennedy. The tour guide said that 
Robert had specifically asked that he 
be buried on family land rather than 
in a public cemetery. Evidently those 
who buried Robert Kennedy, if they 
were aware of this request, chose to 
ignore it. Their focus, I suspect, was on 
the convenience of the masses rather 
than on the desire of the deceased. 
It is, no doubt, handy for the people 
wanting to visit the grave that it was 
placed in a public cemetery. Whether it 
is truly respectful of Senator Kennedy is 
another question. How Robert Kennedy 
would react, if he could react, to this 
disregarding of this wishes, we will 
never know.
 The Bible contains an instance of 
God’s people attempting to honour him 
by means that he did not authorize, and 
we are aware of his reaction. In the days 
of David the people of Israel were thank-
ful for their deliverance from Philistine 
oppression, and they desired to honour 
God by bringing the ark of the covenant 
to a suitable, central location. The story 
of their first attempt to move the ark 
is told in 2 Samuel 6 and 1 Chronicles 
13. This first attempt ends tragically. 

Uzzah, one of the priests helping with 
the transport, is struck dead when he 
touches the ark.
 We normally tell this story from 2 
Samuel (if we tell it at all). We then 
place our own interpretation on it, 
since none is given in 2 Samuel. But in 
1 Chronicles an explanation of what 
happened is given. After reflecting on 
the event for some time, David comes to 
the conclusion that Uzzah’s death was 
not merely the result of his instinctive 
reaction when the ark seemed to be 
in danger of falling, but indirectly the 
result of their failure to do things as 
God had instructed. They had tried to 
carry the ark on a cart, whereas God 
had instructed that it be carried by hand 

with the use of poles. David states his 
conclusion in this way, “Because you 
did not carry it the first time, the LORD 
our God broke out against us, because 
we did not seek him according to the 
rule.” (1 Chron. 15:13)
 There were rules for honouring God 
in regard to the ark. They disregarded 
the rule regarding the moving of the 
ark. Their choice of transport led to the 
incident that cost Uzzah his life. It was 
not just Uzzah’s reaction that was to 
blame. It was the decision of the group to 
use an unauthorized means of transport 
that put Uzzah in this situation.
 I do not claim that his story is an 
exact parallel to the music situation in 
the church today. But these words were 
recorded for our learning. What is it 
that we are to learn from them? If we 
are not to learn that it is important to 
keep to what God has commanded when 
claiming to honour him, then I cannot 

see that we are learning anything from 
this passage.
 When we attempt to honour some-
one according to our wishes the focus, 
unconsciously, becomes us rather than 
the one we are supposedly honouring. 
That is what happened in regard to the 
ark. That is also what is happening in 
regard to music. Even without instru-
ments, our preferences are often put 
ahead of God’s word. Instruments are 
one example of this, but hardly the 
only example of it. It seems that most 
conversations about worship today 
very quickly end up on what we want, 
what we like, and what we think will 
attract others. THAT IS WRONG. Our 
likes and dislikes, and even the likes 
and dislikes of those we are trying to 
attract, are secondary (at best). The 
main question is what God has ordained 
as the means of honouring him under 
the New Covenant. Everything must 
first pass that test before even being 
considered.
 God had never said, “do not carry 
the ark on a cart.” He did say “carry 
it on your shoulders.” Uzzah and his 
associates disregarded this and Uzzah 
paid with his life. I like to think that 
Uzzah did not die in vain. I like to think 
that his death accomplished something 
worthwhile. I like to think that he died 
so that future generations would learn 
to honour God as God instructed, but, 
when I look at the church today, I 
wonder.
 What is at stake is our honouring 
God by limiting ourselves to what he 
has commanded, as opposed to honour-
ing ourselves above him by introducing 
what we enjoy.

In Keeping with the Purpose

 Singing is the form of music God 
commanded under the New Covenant, 
and that fits with his insistence on 
words rather than images throughout 
scripture.
 We are told that people today are 
multimedia oriented and that we need 
to give them the truth in the medium 
they are used to. This idea contains a 
grain of truth, but there is a difference 
between containing truth and being 
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true. The most dangerous errors are 
those that are twisted or overextended 
truths.
 It is true that God desires that 
everyone hear the Gospel in their own 
language. Acts chapter two makes that 
clear enough. Paul’s methodological 
statement in 1 Corinthians 9 (v. 19-23) 
states what Acts 2 shows by example. 
God wants us to speak to people in terms 
that they understand. To an extent, we 
need to be “receptor oriented.” That is, 
to the extent that we can do so while 
being true to God, we need to think from 
the receptor’s point of view rather than 
from our own. Yet the choice of media 
depends more on the nature of the 
message needing to be conveyed than 
on the customs or tastes of the people 
receiving the message. People in Moses’ 
day were accustomed to graphic images 
of their gods. But the Lord did not give 
them ten pictures or ten statues. He 
evidently did not believe that a picture 
is worth a thousand words. In fact he 
forbade pictures. He wants to commu-
nicate by familiar means (Acts 
2 and 1 Cor. 9), but sometimes 
the nature of certain media may 
be incompatible with the nature 
of the message being conveyed. 
In such a case being “receptor 
oriented” is a mistake.
 Images and sounds are pow-
erful for creating moods, but 
they are useless for conveying 
specific information. Evidently 
God wanted to convey specific 
information, for he gave us a 
book, not a sound track. He 
gave his people sermons, not 
statues.
 Within the New Testament, 
God commanded singing rather 
than “music,” perhaps because 
our worship of him is supposed 
to be from the mind – it is 
supposed to have identifiable 
intellectual content. Those who 
would reduce Christian worship 
to feelings need to find – in fact 
are finding – a different god 
than the God of the Bible. There 
is nothing wrong with seeking 

a vaguely spiritual atmosphere in our 
homes, or in our places of work. The 
right kind of background music and 
decoration will contribute to that. But 
Christian worship is supposed to carry 
a much clearer, more specific message. 
It is impossible for musical instruments 
to do that.
 There is no denying that instru-
ments played a part in temple worship, 
but they played a part there because 
they were specifically commanded (2 
Chron. 29:25). Teaching was not the 
central activity of the temple as it was 
of the synagogue and the church. So 
perhaps mood music was more appro-
priate there.
 There is no denying that instruments 
will play a part in heavenly worship. 
Teaching will not be a central activity 
of heaven, praise will be our all in all, 
and there will be no danger of misun-
derstanding, false doctrine or anthro-
pocentrism. Here, we are to praise, but 
our praising is to be carried out so as to 
fullfill a teaching function. It is supposed 

to be intelligible (1 Cor. 14: esp v. 16). 
In heaven our praise will be just praise, 
with no need for instruction.

Participatory

 Singing is commanded to the church, 
and we ought to use songs in which 
most of God’s people can join.
 One of the major differences between 
New Testament worship and pre-
Reformation Roman Catholic worship 
was in the area of participation. At the 
eve of the Reformation, worship had 
become something the priest and the 
choir did while the majority watched. 
Returning to the “priesthood of all 
believers” was a major goal of the 
reformers. Within our fellowship we 
managed to achieve this participation 
to an extent unimaginable in many 
Protestant churches. But are we losing 
our emphasis on the priesthood of all 
believers?
 I recently participated in (or perhaps 
I should say witnessed) a worship ser-
vice that well represents the difficulty. 

I witnessed the service rather 
than participating in it because 
the music chosen was entirely 
new to me and was of such a 
difficult nature that I could not 
catch on to the tune. I am not a 
great singer, but neither am I a 
musical moron. Until last year I 
had never experienced a service 
like this. I had always been able 
to catch on to the tunes of new 
songs in the past. But recently I 
have frequently been in services 
where I could hardly sing a note 
(and where a sizeable percent-
age of the gathering, both young 
and old, were not able to sing). 
Have we collectively lost our ear 
for music?
 The problem has to do with 
the kind of music now being 
written. Prior to the invention 
of the high fidelity phonograph 
(and the rise of Elvis), sheet 
music sales were greater than 
the sale of recorded music, 
even in secular music. Most 
music, certainly most Christian 
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Do you ever stop to ask yourself, “Why am 
I doing this?” The story is told of a newly 
married young woman who, every time 

she cooked a ham, would first cut off its end. Her 
husband was puzzled by what seemed to be an 
unusual practice. He asked her why she did it. 
“I don’t know,” she replied. “My mother did it. 

Let’s ask her.” A few days later, the young woman asked her mother, 
who answered, “I don’t know. My mother always cut the end off 
of her ham.” Sometime later, while visiting at her grandmother’s, 
the young woman asked, “Grandmother, why do you always cut 
the end off your ham?” The older woman answered, “Because the 
ham was too long for my pan.”
 It is human nature to continue a practice long after the reason 
for doing it has been forgotten. Often, we refer to such practices 
as customs or traditions. Over time, they take on an authority for 
being continued on their own. Being effective in life, business, 
even church leadership, means examining and understanding 
the reasons for what we do. Blind repetition of an action without 
any reason is meaningless. Whatever we do, we need to know the 
purpose for doing it.
 For example, why do congregations have a Bible School 
program? Some places seem to have little more purpose than to 
keep the kids occupied while the adults try to have a Bible study. 
Or, perhaps the reason is little more than the fact that “we have 
always had one.” Congregations with effective Bible Schools have 
a purpose of bringing children and adults to faith by teaching them 
to know God, His word and how it applies to their lives.
 Why do (or in some cases did) congregations have an invita-
tion? Is it routine? Tradition? A signal for people that it is time to 
put on their coats? Or, is it to encourage people, based upon what 
has been just taught from the Bible, to take a serious look at their 
lives and their need to be in the right relationship with God?
 One might even wonder how much more effective each congre-
gation would be if each elder, deacon, preacher, teacher, worker, 
member knew and understood the purpose of each activity or 
program.
 In the same way, publications like the Gospel Herald need 
to look at what they are doing and ask, “What are we trying to 
accomplish? Why are we doing this?” We are now faced with such 
a time. The reason for publishing the paper is evident – those of us 
who are involved as co-editors, associates, feature editors, writers 
and board members are all committed to the concept, as our mast-
head boldly proclaims, “For the promotion of NEW TESTAMENT 
CHRISTIANITY.” Through our articles, features and editorials, we 
seek to encourage and prod our readers to steer a straight course 
with God’s Word. The other features, especially the news, share 
different ways that people and congregations are serving God.
 What needs to be asked is, “Why do we have a directory of 
congregations near the end of almost every issue?” Does it have 
a purpose? Is it to “officially recognize” the “true churches” – to 
identify which congregations are in or not in fellowship with God? 
Is it simply a matter of custom that has been done for many years? 

Is it to satisfy some people’s curiosity about how “we” are doing 
across the country? Why is it there?
 To be honest, none of those involved with the Gospel Herald 
(GH) believe they have or want the responsibility of determining 
whether or not a congregation’s candlestick is still standing before 
the Lord or if it should be taken away. We are not the guardians of 
the Lamb’s Book of Life. Neither do we wish to be “paper popes” or 
to assume any authority or oversight over Christ’s Church across 
Canada. While we are all part of the body of Christ and serve in 
various roles in different congregations across the country, we at 
the GH are not the church nor do we have any right or authority 
over it. Like the Christian schools in Canada, the GH is a privately 
owned publication. Each congregation across the country is fully 
autonomous, making its own decisions and determining its own 
actions and direction. We must respect that. Because of this respect, 
among those we serve there is a diversity of views. We have tried 
to maintain positive relationships with all and have intentionally 
avoided unnecessary controversy and refrained from publishing 
articles that we felt to be too abrasive or divisive.
 At the same time, we are people of faith, conviction and con-
science. We believe that there are certain Biblical principles, lying 
at the bedrock of our faith, which we have historically shared 
together and continue to share. Among these is the conviction 
that Scripture represents the word and authority of Christ and 
therefore should direct and shape our faith and practice. However, 
in recent years, a greater diversity of thought has come into some 
congregations. Some of our distinctive convictions have been 
challenged and rejected. The question we have to ask ourselves 
is, “Where is the line?” Should we continue to list congregations 
which differ markedly from other congregations? While we may 
have been uncomfortable at times, we have accepted significant 
diversity. We have tried to avoid being a party or agent of division. 
We believe that division is evil, and that those who create division 
in the church will especially face God’s wrath. (The plural “you” in 
1 Corinthians 3:16,17 shows that it refers to destroying the unity 
in the church). But where’s the line? At what point do we recog-
nize that a congregation no longer shares the same convictions 
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What one desires has a great 
deal to do with what is accom-
plished in his/her life. When 

David was gathering the materials 
together for the building of the temple 
by his son, Solomon, he was thankful 
for the generous spirit of the people. 
In 1 Chronicles 29 he prays a prayer 
of thanksgiving to God. He says, “But 
who am I, and who are my people, that 
we should be able to give as gener-
ously as this? Everything comes from 
you, and we have given you only what 
comes from your hand. We are aliens 
and strangers in your sight, as were 
all our forefathers. Our days on earth 
are like a shadow, without hope. O Lord 
our God, as for all this abundance that 
we have provided for building you a 
temple for your Holy Name, it comes 
from your hand, and all of it belongs to 
you. I know, my God, that you test the 
heart and are pleased with integrity. 
All these things have I given willingly 
and with honest intent. And now I have 
seen with joy how willingly your people 
who are here have given to you. O Lord, 
God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and 
Israel, keep this desire in the hearts 
of your people forever, and keep their 
hearts loyal to you” (14–18). David 
understood how important it was for  
people to have the desire to please God 
in their heart. If the desire was there 
then there was good reason to expect 
a proper response to follow.
 A person who had the right desire 
in his heart was Ezra. After 70 years 
the exiled people of Israel began to 
return and rebuild the temple and city of 
Jerusalem. Among those who came was 
Ezra, who was “...a teacher well versed 
in the Law of Moses, which the Lord, the 
God of Israel, had given...” (Ezra 7:6) We 
are given insight into his character in 
verse 10, “For Ezra had devoted himself 
to the study and observance of the Law 

of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees 
and laws in Israel.” What a wonderful 
and noble three-part desire! There could 
be no higher desire for God’s people of 
all ages.
 Ezra had “devoted” himself to the 
study of God’s law. It was important to 
him and he gave his earnest effort in 
seeking to know the will of God. Ezra 
understood the truth of David’s words 
in Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a lamp 
to my feet and a light for my path.” The 
text also indicates that he understood 
that knowing God’s will required a devo-
tion to study. Is not one of the reasons 
for problems in the church often the fact 
that people are not really “students” of 
the word? Far too many are not able to 
give a reason for their hope in Christ.
 Jesus told his hearers in John 8:32, 
“Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.” Freedom from 
sin and its consequences comes through 
knowledge of the truth. This knowledge 
comes ONLY as a result of devotion to 
learning the truth. Paul reminds us to 
“Do your best to present yourself to 
God as one approved, a workman who 
does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the word of truth” 
(2 Timothy 2:15). What a blessing it 
would be for the cause of Christ today 
if every Christian truly had a heart 
devoted to study of the word.
 As important as having the desire 
to know God’s law is, if it ends there it 
is useless. Note that Ezra also devoted 
himself to the observance of the law. 
Far too many people in the world can 
quote the word of God but do not apply 
it to their daily life. Of course, there 
is the need to be devoted to following 
the law of God as completely as pos-
sible. Surely a part of the vision of the 
Restoration Movement is to apply the 
will of God to daily Christian living.
 A reoccurring theme in the examples 

of conversion in the book of Acts is 
that the people responded immediately 
to the message to become Christians. 
This goes along with the idea in James 
1:22, “Do not merely listen to the word, 
and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says.” However, it must be remem-
bered that the need to obey does not 
stop with those first steps. The Hebrew 
writer says, “We must pay more careful 
attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away... 
how shall we escape if we ignore such 
a great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:1, 3a) 
May the desire of every believer’s heart 
be to hear AND obey.
 Finally, the desire of Ezra was not 
only to know and do the law of God 
but also to “teaching its decrees and 
laws in Israel” (Ezra 2:10) The desire 
of Ezra reflects the desire of God, that 
people know and do his will. “The Lord 
is not slow in keeping his promise, 
as some understand slowness. He is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone 
to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance” (1 Peter 3:9). Christians 
are the “agents” through whom the 
world is to know of God’s desire for 
them. Christians must never be self-
ish and keep the good news of Jesus 
to themselves nor can they be idle in 
sharing the message with those who 
need to hear.
 When the church began in Jerusalem 
on Pentecost, it was a time of great rejoic-
ing for those who became Christians. In 
fact, their newfound relationship with 
God through Jesus was a wonderful 
thing as they fellowshipped and studied 
together. It took the persecution to get 
some to leave Jerusalem and go back to 
their homes. The important thing is, of 
course, what they did then. Luke tells 
us in Acts 8:4, “Those who had been 
scattered preached the word wherever 
they went.” Since it is only the word of 
God that can save, the desire of every 
Christian needs to be like that of Ezra 
to teach the decrees of God to others.
 What do you desire? May it be to 
know, do, and share the laws and decrees 
of God daily with those you meet.
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The romantic notion that a man and 
women can catch each other’s eye 
across a crowded room and fall 

madly in love and stay together for a 
lifetime, is just that, a romantic notion. 
True love, love that will last a lifetime is 
a decision that we act upon. Marriages 
that last a lifetime don’t just happen; 
marriages that last a lifetime take work, 
commitment, and planning. How do we 
plan to be together for a lifetime?
 (1) First we must understand what 
God intends for each of our marriages. 
What God joins together in marriage 
must never be separated by any man 
(Matthew 19:1-12). We discuss marriage, 
divorce and remarriage so much that we 
can lose sight of the simple truth that it 
is God’s will that marriage should last a 
lifetime. Shouldn’t we be planning to do 
God’s will?
 (2) Date long enough! How long is 
long enough? Date long enough that 
you have developed a close friendship, 

long enough to really know each other, 
long enough to see each other’s faults as 
well as good points. Date long enough to 
have developed a relationship with each 
other’s families. How long might all this 
take? We cannot give you a specific time 
frame because it will vary for each of 
us, we are all different. Be patient and 
invest the time and you will be happy 
that you did.
 (3) Talk about important life issues 
before you get married. You cannot 
discuss each and every eventuality, but 
try to at least discuss the major ones. 
Topics for discussion would include:
 • Where you plan to live after you are 
married.
 • Do you plan to have children and 
how many you would like to have?
 • Will mother continue to work after 
children are born or will she remain 
home with the children?
 • Will mom continue to work while 
Dad remains home with the children?

 • Will daycare be employed to care 
for the children and to what extent will 
it be employed?
 • How will money be handled, will you 
each have your own accounts, or will the 
money be pooled into a joint account?
 • Who will handle paying the bills 
and managing the finances?
 • What volunteer involvement or 
church involvement are you planning 
for?
 • What recreational pursuits would 
you like to maintain when you are mar-
ried?
 • Discuss ways of ensuring that your 
marriage will last as long as you both 
live.
 (4) Participate in marriage prepara-
tion classes or premarriage counsel-
ling or both. If the one officiating at 
your ceremony has not offered you this 
opportunity ask him about them. Ask at 
the church you attend to see if something 
might be available there. These classes 
will benefit you greatly as you prepare 
for marriage.
 (5) Throughout your engagement 
spend more time preparing for your life 
together than you spend on preparing 
for your wedding day. Your wedding 
day will be a special day to be sure, but 
it is still only one day, while the rest of 

your life will be many happy years 
together, if you plan for them.
 (6) Spend time together in 
prayer and study. Pray that God will 
bless your life together. Listen to what 
God says in His Word about marriage, 
commitment, and the family. Spend 
time reading some good books on 
building a good marriage, there are 
some great resources out there.
 (7) Plan for your marriage to 
last a lifetime. No escape clauses, no 
“I would leave if this occurred”. Just 
two people committed to one another 
for a lifetime no matter what.
 Marriages that last a lifetime 
don’t just happen; marriages that 
last a lifetime take work, commit-
ment and planning. Make the com-
mitment, plan carefully and do the 
work and God will bless you with 
a wonderful lifelong marriage and 
many years of happiness together. 

Lansdowne House, ON
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We, in the United States, have 
just gone through a presiden-
tial election that seems to have 

dragged on and on. I am typically not 
interested in politics, but it was hard 
to avoid knowledge of what was going 
on because of the constant bombard-
ment of the media, beginning months 
and months ago.
 I do not wish to discuss politics at this 
time – whether or not the right person 
won, etc. – but I would like to draw an 
analogy between this election and our 
campaign for Christ.
 First, let’s look at the financial 
ramifications of this election. It has been 
estimated by experts that approximately 
$4 billion – yes, that’s billion with a “b” 
– were spend on this presidential cam-
paign. How anyone can justify spending 
that amount of money on something 
like that when there are people starv-
ing in this country and people living on 
the streets, where there are so many 
other places that amount of money 
could have been used to improve life 
for many people is beyond me. But, 
the point is that this particular elec-
tion was important enough to a lot of 
people that they were willing to give of 
their funds to help promote their cause. 
My question is, are we willing to give 
financially to help promote the cause 
of Christ? When the plate is passed on 
Sunday or when an opportunity arises 
to give to a missionary or campaign, are 
we able to give freely and cheerfully? 
Can you imagine what would happen 
if Christians gave that much to spread 
the Word all over the world!
 During the past 30 days, you could 

not drive down the street or highway 
without seeing political signs everywhere 
bearing the names of the candidates for 
whom you should vote. The parties also 
launched a strong phone campaign 
during the last few weeks before the 
election. The callers would herald the 
good points of their candidates and, in 
some instances, the negative qualities 
of the opponent. There were lots of 
discussion among friends and foe alike 
about who should be the next president. 
Few people hesitated to voice their 
opinions on this subject. How many 
of us are willing to be so vocal about 
Christ? Are we willing to talk to people 
about His love and what He has done 
for us, to try to lead them to salvation? 
Is that not much more important than 
the outcome of a political election? How 
many of us would be willing to put a 
sign in our yards stating that we believe 
in God? Most people are very loyal to 
their party– are we as loyal to God? Do 
we openly admit that we are Christians? 
The same people who so easily engage 
in door-knocking to convince people to 
vote for a certain candidate suddenly 
become close-mouthed and bashful 
when it comes to trying to convince 
someone to follow Jesus.
 The candidates as well as their sup-
porters and helpers spent hours and 
hours and hours of time during the 
presidential campaign. It is likely that 
the very dedicated workers operated on 
limited sleep for weeks leading into the 
election. How much sleep have we lost 
because we were spreading the Word? 
How much time have we dedicated to 
that cause? Some of us can barely find 

time to attend the worship services of 
the church each week much less extra 
time to speak to others about God.
 This causes us to wonder what would 
happen if Christians decided to put as 
much effort (time, energy, finances) 
into spreading the message of Jesus as 
the United States has recently spent on 
promoting the candidates for this elec-
tion. Many people were willing to put 
signs in their front yards, wear buttons, 
or put bumper stickers on their cars 
promoting their favorite candidate. But 
how many of us are willing to talk to 
our friends about Jesus? Many were 
willing to debate anyone about why 
their candidate should win. But how 
many of us are willing to share with 
others that Jesus is the right one?
 We are told in Matthew 5:13-16 that 
we are “the salt of the earth... the light 
of the world.” It also says that we should 
not hide our light under a basket but 
should let it shine for all to see so that 
they will praise God.
 We need to ask ourselves if we are 
being salt and light. Are we making a 
difference in the Kingdom of God? We 
only have to endure the presidential 
election once every four years, but we 
are faced with eternity every day.
 As we approach the beginning of 
another year, the challenge is before 
us to launch a campaign for Christ that 
will lead many souls to Him. Let’s put 
our energies and talents to use as salt 
and light in this dark world and live so 
that God is always glorified.
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Campaign for Christ
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2nd International 
Ladies Lectureship

Location: on the beautiful Island of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 

West Indies
Date: Saturday, July 30/05 – 

Wednesday, August 3/05
Theme: Be Strong, Armour up 

(Eph. 6:10-18)
Billeting will be arranged. 

For more information contact 
Lucy Stephenson 

<lujay@caribsurf.com>



Have you ever presumed any-
thing? When I was a child 
I presumed that my father 

would like it if I scraped the ice off the 
hood of his nice black car. I found the 
ice came off great with the clawed end 
of the snowbrush. However, when he 
found out what I did for him I didn’t 
get the reaction that I expected. 

 We need to watch that we don’t fall 
into sin because of wrong presump-
tions. To presume means to take for 
granted something as being true in 
the absence of proof to the contrary. 
In the Bible there are examples of 
people who can be accused of false 
presumption, usually with costly 
consequences. 

 For example, the nation of Israel in 
Numbers 14:39-45. “…the Amalekites 
and Canaanites will face you there. 
Because you have turned away 
from the LORD, he will not be with 
you and you will fall by the sword.” 
Nevertheless, in their presumption 
they went up toward the high 
hill country”

 God had already told the 
nation that they would have 
to wait forty years before they 
could inherit the promised land 
because they doubted God’s 
promise. Yet they tried to go 
into the land and conquer it 
presuming that God would be 
with them. They presumed 
wrong. 

 Another example is King 
Uzziah who presumed that 
as king he would be able to 
burn incense to the Lord in 
the temple. Uzziah presumed 
wrong. In his arrogance he 
overreached his authority and 
disobeyed God by trying to 
perform a service that only 
the priests were allowed to 
do. Therefore God afflicted 
him with leprosy. 2 Chronicles 
26:16-20.

 What are some ways can we 
be presumptuous today?  

 1) We can be presumptuous in 
our use of scripture to justify our 
actions.

 The subject of drinking: “Do 
not get drunk on wine, which leads 
to debauchery. Instead, be filled with 
the Spirit” Ephesians 5:18.  Therefore, 
I can go to the bar to drink or drink 
at home just as long as I don’t get 
drunk. This is the type of thinking 
that wants to get as close to worldly 
living as possible without actually 
“sinning”. This is the type of think-
ing that doesn’t like verses such as 
1 Thessalonians 5:22 that tells us to 
abstain from every form of evil. As 
Christians we should want to draw 
closer to God and experience the 
blessings he has waiting for us instead 
of trying to get as close to the world 
as we can. 

 Judging one another. “Do not 
judge, or you too will be judged. For 
in the same way you judge others, you 
will be judged, and with the measure 

you use, it will be measured to you…” 
Matthew 7:1-5. After reading this 
verse some people say that no one 
can judge them, therefore, concluding 
that no one can say anything to them 
about what they do or how they act. 
They say you can’t make judgments 
because you are also imperfect.  Does 
this mean one has no right to say any-
thing when a brother is in error? 

 According to 1 Corinthians 5:11 
– 13, Christians have a responsibil-
ity to hold each other accountable. 
“But now I am writing you that you 
must not associate with anyone who 
calls himself a brother but is sexually 
immoral or greedy, an idolater or a 
slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. 
With such a man do not even eat. 
What business is it of mine to judge 
those outside the church? Are you not 
to judge those inside? God will judge 
those outside. Expel the wicked man 
from among you.”   

 We cannot make condemning 
judgements about people 
but we do have the right and 
responsibility to point out 
and encourage repentance 
in the brother who is not liv-
ing according to the word of 
God. 

 2) We can be presumptuous 
with the time we have. 

 How many times do we as 
people plan months or years 
ahead without any thought 
of our mortality? James 
4:13-16 “Why, you do not 
even know what will happen 
tomorrow…”

 Here James is referring to 
our presumptuous attitudes 
of how we’re going to spend 
the coming years of our lives. 
How we’re going to retire and 
where we’re going to spend 
that retirement, how we’re 
going to buy that boat when 
the house is paid off. James 
tells us that we’re but a mist 
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Seeking applicants for the 2005 season 
(July 8th to August 28th.) for the following positions:

Maintenance Person: Related experience helpful

2 Lifeguards: Must have relevant qualification

Kitchen/Office Assistant: Computer skills required

For an application form, go to www.campomagh.org 
Applications need to be sent to: 

personnelandprogram@campomagh.org 
or contact

David Jaggard 
13 Paisley Avenue South 
Hamilton, ON L8S 1T8 

Applications need to be received by January 31, 2004
All applicants must be 16 years of age or older

Presumption 

Mike McCabe
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that appears for a time and then 
vanishes and that such behavior 
towards our future is considered 
arrogant boasting. What do we know 
about tomorrow? We don’t know 
what tomorrow has in store for each 
of us. This doesn’t mean that we live 
our lives in constant fear but with a 
lifestyle that understands that God 
holds every breath one takes in the 
palm of his hand and if it is his will I 
will live and do this or that. We should 
still plan for a long life but also be 
ready for a short one.

 3) In our opportunities.

 Many of us are great at putting 
off until tomorrow what we should 
be doing today. For example, forgiv-
ing others. How long do we hold on to 
grudges, forgetting that God’s forgive-
ness of us depends on our forgiveness 
of others. Since we don’t know what 
is in store for the future we need 
to forgive people while we have the 
opportunity. (Matthew 6:14, 15) 

 How about relationship with God? 
James says, “Come near to God and 
he will come near to you. Wash your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, 
mourn and wail. Change your 
laughter to mourning and your joy 
to gloom. Humble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will lift you up.” 
James 4:8-10

 Are we living double lives outside 
of the church believing we will have 
plenty of time to become faithful to 
God in later life?  We may be pre-
suming too much! If this describes 
you then, in the words of James, you 
need to make your return to faithful-
ness today without presuming that 
you will have another opportunity 
because you may not. 

 For those who may be reading 
this who do not know Jesus and have 
not made him Lord of your life, you 
should consider very carefully your 
plans concerning Jesus. Many may be 
in the position of Felix, the Governor. 
“Several days later Felix came with 

his wife Drusilla, who was a Jewess. 
He sent for Paul and listened to him as 
he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. 
As Paul discoursed on righteousness, 
self-control and the judgment to come, 
Felix was afraid and said, ‘That’s 
enough for now! You may leave. 
When I find it convenient, I will send 
for you’” Acts 24:24-26 As far as we 
know, he never found a convenient 
time. The same might happen to those 
who are delaying today.

 Tomorrow is not guaranteed to any 
of us. As humans we seem to think 
that we will die in our eighties on a 
bed of white fluffy sheets surrounded 
by our loved ones. Someone told me 
once that they would deal with God 
on their deathbed but what makes 
us think that we’re going to have a 
deathbed? I had a relative die of a 
massive heart attack when he was 
walking into work at the age of 37. 
When I was assistant foreman at the 
Bruce nuclear station I had a young 
lady working in my crew who was 
killed in a car accident on her way 
to work. The driver of the van that 
hit her said she was stooped over in 
the car like she was trying to pick up 
something up when she swerved over 
into his lane. Tomorrow is not guaran-
teed to any of us. When I was putting 
together this lesson I was reminded 
of the hymn, Almost Persuaded:

“Almost persuaded now to believe, 
 almost persuaded Christ to 
receive;
Seems now some soul to say “Go 
Spirit, 
 go thy way 
Some more convenient day on thee 
 I’ll call” 

“Almost persuaded come, come 
today,  
 almost persuaded turn not away; 
Jesus invites you here, Angels are  
 lingering near 
Prayers rise from hearts so dear, 
 O wanderer come.”

“Almost persuaded” harvest is past,  
 Almost persuaded doom comes at 
last!

Almost cannot avail, Almost is but 
to fail!
 Sad, sad, that bitter wail 
– “Almost – 
BUT LOST!”

 You may live into your 80’s, you 
may die in a bed of white fluffy sheets 
surrounded by loved ones, but you 
may not. Your last breath may come 
on a cold slab of pavement on some 
street or perish in an unfortunate 
accident. You may presume to have 
another opportunity to be saved down 
the road but one thing is for certain 
– once you are dead there are no 
second chances. Once you’re in hell 
you’re never coming back.

 Do not  take God for granted. We 
know God is a forgiving God but he is 
also a God that destroyed the world 
with the flood, who reduced Sodom 
and Gomorrah to a smoldering sulfur 
pit. Therefore, do not test God by 
looking for loopholes in scripture 
to justify ungodly conduct or to live 
halfhearted lives for Jesus while 
claiming to be his. Do not hold God 
at arm’s length and say – “I know 
you want me to surrender every area 
of my life to you but I’m not willing 
to do so right now. Later when it is 
convenient ”. We don’t know what 
tomorrow may bring; so do not pre-
sume that we have plenty of time and 
opportunity to get right with God. 
Always be wise with the time and 
opportunities we have and not live 
foolishly presumptuous lives. 
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(Aziz Sarah is the Evangelist with the 
Church of Christ in Jerusalem, Israel. In 
this article he contrasts the legalism of 
Islam with the Grace of God in Christ and 
describes why he chose the latter.)

Muslims around the world started 
the month of fasting on the 
14th or 15th of October (dif-

ferent date in different countries). The 
month of Ramadan lasts 29 to 30 days. 
Ramadan is important in Islam because 
it is said that the Qu’ran itself was 
revealed during this month, the high-
point of revelation somewhere in the last 
ten days of the month called the “night 
of power”, where Muslims stay up, pray, 
remember God, and read the Qu’ran 
until daybreak (Surah 2:185). This is the 
holiest month of the year. Muslims are 
supposed to fast in the day and eat and 
drink at night. One may eat and drink 
at any time during the night until you 
can plainly distinguish a white thread 
from a black thread by the daylight: 
then keep the fast until night.  

 I remember growing up as a Muslim. 
Even though we were not very religious 
we all fasted the month of Ramadan. 
We started to pray the 5 times a day. 
We tried to be good Muslims. I have 
good memories as all my family would 
get together to break the fast. We had 
big feasts at night and sometimes 

up to 100 people would meet for the 
break of the fast at sunset. Muslims 
believe that on the 27th of the month  
the Heavens will be open and God will 
answer many prayers. I remember 
going that night and praying for hours 
and then wondered why my prayers 
are not answered yet.

 However the fasting includes, other 
than fasting from food; smoking and 
sexual relations are also forbidden 
during fasting (Surah 2:187). The good 
that is acquired through the fast can be 
destroyed by things such as the telling 
of a lie, slander, denouncing someone 
behind his back, a false oath, greed or 
coveting. Fasting is one of the 5 pillars 
of Islam which are Announcement of 
Faith, Salaat (praying 5 times a day), 
Zakaat (the right of the poor on the 
wealth of the financially able), Fasting 
during the month of Ramadan, and Hajj 
(once a life time pilgrimage to Kaaba). 
The main reason for this month as 
seems to be stated in Islam are:

 1. The Jews and Christians were 
commanded to Fast so Muslims should 
fast as well. [2.183] “O you who believe! 
fasting is prescribed for you, as it was 
prescribed for those before you, so that 
you may guard (against evil).”

 2. ALHADITH Mohammad said, 
“(Allah said), ‘Every good deed of 
Adam’s son is for him except fasting; it 
is for Me. and I shall reward (the fasting 
person) for it.’ Verily, the smell of the 
mouth of a fasting person is better to 
Allah than the smell of musk.”

 3. Fasting helps keep one from 
doing evil. Fasting is one of the ways 
that Islam suggest for singles to fight 
impurity. Fasting is one way to under-
stand those who are hungry. Fasting 
is for humility before God. Fasting is 
an act of worship. Fasting is to teach 
self control. Islam Claims restoration 
of Judaism and Christianity.

 One of the things that I realized 
when I became a Christian is that Islam 
took many of its ideas and beliefs from 
the Bible and the Jewish or Christian 
traditions. Sometimes it changed some 
details but used the stories or characters 

mentioned in the Bible and claimed it to 
be its core inspiration. There are many 
examples of this but I want to focus on 
the ones about fasting and Ramadan.

 1- The first reason for Muslims to fast 
was that the Jews and Christians did, so 
Muslims should fast as well. Below is 
another example of how much Judaism 
had an effect on Islam. Mohammad 
claimed that Judaism and Christianity 
are from God, and that Moses and 
Jesus were prophets. However, he 
said that Christians and Jews changed 
the content of the Bible and lived as 
they wanted to live not by what was 
originally written, so he claimed that the 
Qu’ran brought back the real teachings 
of the Bible (Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas). The 
Prophet came to Medina and saw the 
Jews fasting on the day of Ashura. He 
asked them about that. They replied, 
“This is a good day, the day on which 
Allah rescued Bani Israel from their 
enemy. So, Moses fasted this day.” The 
Prophet said, “We have more claim over 
Moses than you.” So, the Prophet fasted 
on that day and ordered (the Muslims) 
to fast (on that day).

 2- In the night of the 27th of 
Ramadan Muslims believe that this is 
when God determines the course of the 
world for the following year, and that 
the Heavens are open for prayers to 
go up to God. Many Jews traditionally 
hold the same beliefs about Yom Kippur. 
This is an example of how Islam was 
influenced by the Jewish traditions.

 3- Mohammad in the first few Years 
of his message focused a lot on spread-
ing his message to the Jews. He would 
use examples from the OT so that Jews 
might relate to his teachings, He even 
asked people to pray looking toward 
Jerusalem (holiest place for Jews). how-
ever, later on when the Jews would not 
accept his teaching he started spreading 
his message to the pagan world and to 
do so he asked people to pray toward 
Mecca, since that was the holiest place 
for the pagans.

 Allah’s Apostle said, “The most 
beloved fasting to Allah was the fasting 
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Preacher/Evangelist 
Wanted

Well established, self supporting 
congregation of 80 – 100 people requires 

evangelist dedicated to  sound gospel 
preaching and teaching and able to relate to 
all age groups. Starting time is negotiable. 

Elders & deacons serve.
Carman is a rural community of approx. 
2,800 with excellent health & education 

facilities (K-12) situated about 
1 hour from Winnipeg.

Please forward resume (tape of recent, 
typical  sermons would be helpful)

Mark: Attention of elders
Carman church of Christ

Box 955, Carman, MB. R0G 0J0

Ramadan Through the Eye’s of an ex-Muslim 

Aziz Sarah



NOTE: News for the January 2005 issue needs 
to be in early because of holidays at the printer. 
For the January issue the deadline is December 
10, 2004. Send material to Walter Straker by 
that date, clearly marked “News East”.

NEW BRUNSWICK

 Moncton: The brethren recently pur-
chased a VCR and DVD for their building 
so they could bring in special guests that 
way. Royal Maillet is still taking care of 
the Wednesday and Sunday Bible classes, 
and the Sunday preaching. A ladies’ day 
was planned for December 11 in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia.

ONTARIO

 Ajax: Joel Bojarski has moved to work with 
the congregation with very limited support. 
Please keep him and the Ajax work in your 
prayers.
 Beamsville: A special collection for Haiti 
relief totalled $3,430. With the addition of some 
from the congregation’s benevolence budget, 
a cheque for $3,750 was sent to Strathmore 
Blvd. for Haiti. Added to this was a special 
collection from Great Lakes Christian College 
students. Geoff Taylor delivered the cheques as 
well as a van full of clothing to Strathmore for 
shipment to Haiti. “Operation Christmas Child,” 
a worldwide outreach program to share God’s 
love with children, was begun. The annual 

WAVES “Winter Wonderland” crafts and baked 
goods sale was held November 26-27 to raise 
funds for GLCC.
 Bramalea: Her husband, Ian Meyer, bap-
tized Kathy Meyer into Christ on October 15. 
Kevin Hunter began as the congregation’s 
pulpit minister on November 1. He and his 
wife, Wendy, and their children, Josh and 
Shanna, were honoured at a potluck din-
ner on November 7. Teresa Lipari and her 
daughter, Liana, placed membership with the 
congregation on November 7.An international 
dinner celebrating Bramalea’s multicultural 
congregation was enjoyed November 14.
 Brantford: Jamie Azzoparde, Brantford 
preacher for the last three years, with his 
wife, Bianca, will move at the end of December 
to begin work as campus minister with the 
Waterloo congregation. The youth night is still 
going well at 7 p.m. every Friday. Doreen Ellis 
was guest speaker at a ladies’ luncheon on 
November 6. On November 14 the men were 
scheduled for a dinner and Bible study at the 
building.
 Cornwall: For some interesting infor-
mation on Halloween, write for a copy of 
their October 24 bulletin. Their email is 
churchofchrist@cogeco.ca; their website is 
http://home.cogeco.ca/~abojarski.
 Grimsby: While looking for a preacher, they 
have had guest speakers such as Bill Schwarz, 
Joel Lock, Greg Whitfield, and Noel Walker.
 Fenwick: On October 23 an open house was 
held at Tintern Church of Christ in honour of 
Grace Cook’s 90th birthday.
 Hamilton (West): Charles Ridjab was 
baptized on October 17. Averil Keoughan is 
home for a short visit from her mission work 
in Ghana, West Africa.
 Milton: The Camp Omagh annual meeting 
and dinner was held October 23 at Johnstone 
Hall, Omagh Bible Camp.
 Newmarket: The congregation collected 
food and gifts for young mothers via the Rose of 

Sharon. The GLCC chorus sang at Newmarket 
in November.
 Sarnia: “Leadership” was the Wednesday 
evening study in October, looking toward 
appointing elders early in the New Year. Their 
present ministries have enabled more people 
to be involved in the local church work. Laura 
Doherty passed away on October 14. She was 
immersed into Christ in 1999 at the age of 83. 
In November, Randy and Sandy Jones moved 
from Edmonton to Sarnia.
 Waterloo: “Life in a Fantasy World,” 
GLBC’s youth rally, was held November 20 
with Michael Mazzalongo as guest speaker. 
On November 14 Frank Luri was scheduled to 
report on his trip to Uganda. The GLCC chorus 
was to sing for the congregation on November 
21. A gospel meeting entitled: “Will & Grace: 
A True Story,” with Drew Chapados as guest 
speaker, was planned for November 26-28. A 
“Bring Your Neighbour Day” was held October 
24.
 Windsor (West Side): Keenagers meet on 
Thursday mornings to study I Kings. Their 
annual community-clothing giveaway is to 
take place on December 2, 3 and 4.

QUEBEC

 Verdun: Mike Mazzalongo was recently 
in Winnipeg for a youth rally. The congrega-
tion has a new website: www.verduncofc.org. 
Sunday afternoons the brethren have a puppet 
show, “Coco and His Friends,” in which 25 
members participate to present the program 
to their children and those of the Verdun com-
munity. “Mr. Mystery,” Roger Saumur, who used 
to be a professional magician, is a great draw 
in the neighbourhood, not only to the children 
but also their mothers, grandmothers, aunts 
and neighbours, who are curious to see him. 
Michael and Roger and two other young men 
from the congregation attended the annual 
Bible lectureship at GLCC in Beamsville.
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 U.S. Arlington, TX.: Mission Printing is 
celebrating 25 years of dedication to “World 
Evangelism By The Printed Page” on Dec. 18 
with a potluck lunch followed by a time of 
sharing. Guy and Jessie Lee Caskey began 
this work upon their return from foreign work 
in Africa and Jamaica to fill a great need in 
these countries for the written word. Mission 
Printing was started in the basement of the 
North Davis building with a few volunteers. 
With ever-increasing demands from countries 
all over the world, after a few years it outgrew 
the space available, and with the help of 
several Arlington churches and individuals, 
was able to purchase and renovate its own 
facility. Still manned entirely with volunteer 
labour from churches in Northeast Texas, the 
volume of tracts and other reading material 
printed, packaged, and mailed each week 
now exceeds several tons.
 Papua New Guinea: Velma Forman, a 
nurse from Abbotsford, BC, who has been 
working in Lae for the past 10 years, spoke 
to some two hundred women at the PNG 
Kibung in mid September. Over 600 walked 
eight kilometres from the Highlands Highway 
to Laswara for this annual event. Sessions 
on the theme “Jesus, The Last Man”, took 

place over a five-day period. Eleven people 
made the decision to become Christians, and 
were baptized in a nearby creek. A native 
Christian, Benray, has been hosting a Monday 
night fellowship in his home for up to 30 
people. As a result, two women have been 
baptized, and he has been asked to speak 
at the Lutheran church’s home studies.
 India: In India the sisters prepare flat 
bread (chappati) for the Lord’s Supper. It is 
always homemade, which is how the bread 
had to be prepared for the Passover feast. 
Karen Clayton writes, “How wonderful it 
would be if we had women in the church 
everywhere who cared enough to take the 
time to make the communion bread from 
scratch! I would like to think that I would 
never have to pick up a tiny nibblet or break 
a piece of cracker intended for a Jewish 
worship service in order to commemorate 
the death of our dear Saviour.”
 Ethiopia: AC International, a Danish 
organization that works with children in 
several nations, selected two of our breth-
ren to come to a special seminar recently 
conducted in Denmark to tell them what 
the church is doing in Ethiopia. They were 
especially interested in our work with the 
deaf, the survival drip irrigation projects, and 
our well drilling program. This organization 
has provided assistance for the deaf work 
for several years, underwriting a project 
that helps the families of deaf children to 
be better able to communicate and relate 
to them. Curt King, our well driller, left 
Seattle on Oct. 7 to start the drilling of 50 
new wells in the Badewatcho-Kambatta 
areas of Ethiopia. It took several weeks to 
move his equipment to the new area about 
150 miles from where the last wells were 
completed, but now the drilling has begun. 
These will provide healthy water to some 
200,000 people in an area where the church 
is very strong.
 Thailand: Deborah Wilson, RN, spent 
three weeks with her daughter and son-
in-law, Chris and Heather Carroll, who are 
working near the Laotian border. While there 
she had the opportunity to do much more 
teaching than before. Using material ladies 
in her home congregation in Ft. Smith, AR. 
had used from the book of Esther, she taught 
a weekly class of girls from the university. 
On the last night’s study, she made small 
pastries to symbolize Haman’s pockets, a 
treat that is used by Jews today who cel-
ebrate Purim. They also used noisemakers 
to make disrespectful noises when Haman’s 
name was mentioned, which is another of 
the traditions used during Purim. On the 
last night, she gave the girls cheap card-
board crowns to decorate. As they were 
doing their artwork, Deborah talked with 

them about being princesses when we are 
in Christ, because we are children of the 
King of Kings. Near the end of her visit, a 
ladies’ day at Watcharapon gave her the 
opportunity to speak first about spiritual 
nutrition, from John 6 where Jesus called 
Himself the Bread of Life. Then Heather did 
a physical nutrition talk to some 40 women 
of all ages. Chris and Heather are trying to 
get visas to go into Laos to work in January. 
He has interviewed several English schools 
in the capital of Vientienne in search of a 
teaching position.
 Sendai, Japan: After three busy months, 
the team returned to Japan at the end of 
October. They praise God for the safety of 
their furlough travels and for the many 
opportunities they had to report on the 
Sendai work in North America. They also 
thank the Christians in North America for 
their care and concern for the team dur-
ing their furlough. Sendai news: Osamu 
Suzuki was baptized November 7. He is 
the first man to be converted in Sendai 
since the team arrived there 2 1/2 years 
ago. Please remember him in your prayers. 
“Offering,” the team’s singing group, sang 
at Shokei College’s Annual Gospel Meeting 
on November 11. Pam Keesee, former LST 
intern in Sendai, was able to fly over to 
participate in the event. Upcoming: The 
York College Chorus plans to fly to Sendai to 
perform next spring; and fifteen Christians 
from York, Nebraska, plan to fly to Sendai 
next summer to assist with the work. Above 
all, please remember to pray for: i. God’s 
glorification in the Sendai work. ii. New 
Christians, and the contacts made through 
LST and other efforts. iii. Paul & Mitsuyo 
Mawatari, as they retire as full-time preacher 
and wife, at the end of December and begin 
fund raising for the new Christian school 
at Mt. Zao. iv. Sendai’s church leaders. v. 
Prospective team members, David Moon, 
Lydia Fukishima, and Pam Keesee, as they 
fundraise in North America.
 Through caring Christian brothers and 
sisters, God blessed Jon & Michiko Straker, 
Joel Osborne, and the rest of the team 
with funds to meet their needs during the 
last two years. As you are able, please 
continue this support for their next 3-year 
term. (See pledge form included in Gospel 
Herald.) If you have questions about the 
Sendai work, please contact the Bramalea 
Church of Christ at 905-792-2297 or at 
bramaleacofc@bellnet.ca. You may also 
email Joel Osborne at joelosborne@yahoo.
com or Jonathan and Michiko Straker at 
jstrake@yahoo.com. Or view the team’s 
website at www.sendaimissions.com.

Walter Straker
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Barbara Lewis
1478 Mary Hill Lane
Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 4C3
E-mail: rayel@lightspeed.ca

BAYVIEW
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Bayview is seeking a 
full or part time Minister

“Bayview has been at its present 
location in the centre of Toronto 

for over 60 years.”

Please send resume and 
audio/video tape to:

Michael Hilborn, Secretary 
Bayview Church of Christ

1708 Bayview Avenue
Toronto, ON

M4G 3C4

Email:
mhilborn@rogers.com
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Your Name: _________________________
Address: ___________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
Province/State: ______________________
Postal code/Zip: ______________________
Phone Number: (         ) _______________
Email: ______________________________

I would like to support:
(Circle) Joel / Jonathan / Both
for (CDN / US) $__________/ Mo. / Yr.
beginning ____/_____/_____

Make cheques payable to the Bramalea 
church of Christ.

Joel Osborne and Jonathan Straker are still 
in need of support for the mission work 

in Sendai, Japan. If you would like to find out 
more about this work and how you can help, 
you can check out their website at 
www.sendaimissions.com or contact the

Bramalea church of Christ
750 Clark Blvd. / Brampton, ON  L6T 3Y2
(905) 792-2297
Or you can clip and mail the form below.

Please help the Sendai team in God’s work to makemusic, was written to be performed by amateurs.

 Today, music (including Christian music) is written to be 
performed by highly skilled professionals supported with 
expensive equipment. It is often beyond the skill of a large 
number of Christian worshippers. As we import these songs 
into our services, we are in danger of creating spectator ser-
vices where a few worship while the others observe. While 
I am not completely opposed to occasional use of difficult 
songs (ancient or modern), there is a theological difficulty 
with their regular use. To paraphrase Everett Ferguson, 
“Songs sung by someone else cannot be something that I 
offer to God.” (87) The regular use of difficult music is an 
obstacle to worship for many today.

Conclusion

 Decisions about music in the church are not just a mat-
ter of personal preference. The nature of biblical revelation 
says something about what kinds of music are acceptable. 
The fact that we are all called on to worship says something 
about the kinds of songs that should be chosen. The fact 
that we have been given instruction as to how to honour 
God must be considered.

 I am not the judge of those who use instruments, or the 
judge of those who sing solos while the congregation listens. 
I am, however, the judge of what I will do in worship of God. 
What I will do is what he has commanded: I will sing with 
the spirit and with the understanding. I will not engage in 
music (whether vocal or instrumental) that appeals to the 
moods but fails to convey understandable content. I will not 
lead songs that leave out a sizeable portion of the assembled 
worshippers.

 Uzzah and his friends substituted a method of moving the 
ark learned from the Philistines for the one God had com-
manded. That choice led to a crisis in which Uzzah touched 
the ark and died. The current emphasis on what appeals to 
humans (whether “seekers” or current members), is leading 
us away from the God-Centredness which is the hallmark 
of Christian worship. The current emphasis on creating 
the right mood is putting us at the mercy of our moods, 
and leaving the youth of the church shockingly ignorant of 
basic biblical teaching. Our current tendency to follow the 
world of professional entertainers is making it difficult for 
many to participate. These are issues with serious theologi-
cal implications. We need to face that fact and quit hiding 
behind the claim that it is all about personal preference. 

Regina, SK

 Those interested in a more detailed examination of these issues are referred to Everett 
Ferguson, A Cappella Music in the Public Worship of the Church. Abilene, Tx: Biblical 
Research Press, 1972, and his article on “Music” in the Encyclopaedia of Early Christianity, 
1997. Also very helpful are the articles by the faculty of the Austin Graduate School 
of Theology published in Christian Studies Number 19, 2003. Similar concerns about 
the difficulty of modern music are also expressed in Iain H. Murray’s “Praise! – A 
Concluding Assessment of the Discussion Raised by the New Hymn Book,” published 
in The Banner of Truth issue 451, April 2001.

Music... continued from page 3

The Land of 
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A Land of
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Bilak, Epi Stephan

Epi Stephan Bilak, 78, died on October 27, 
2004, after a long battle with cancer. An evan-
gelist, his radio program, “The Messenger of 
Truth,” was heard throughout Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Union for more than 30 
years. Within three months of the fall of the 
Iron Curtain (December 1989), Stephan and 
his wife, Reba, returned to Ukraine to inves-
tigate possibilities of planting a congregation 
in his beloved homeland. It wasn’t long before 
a group of believers began meeting for wor-
ship. This group is now the Old Park Church 
of Christ in Ternopil, Ukraine.
 Stephan was born May 13, 1926 in 
Kosmeryn, Ukraine, and was the first child 
of Dimitri and Anna Derkach Bilak. At the 
age of 15, the Nazis took him to work in 
forced labour camps in Germany.  
Stephan and Reba (Denny) were married in 
1954. They graduated from David Lipscomb 
in 1957. They did mission work in Canada 
and Plattsburg, New York. In 1959 they began 
to teach at Michigan Christian College (now 
Rochester College). In 1969 they 
moved to Lausanne, Switzerland, a 
neutral country during the Cold War, 
which allowed for easier access to 
correspondence with radio listeners. 
In addition to his mission work with 
the Slavic nations, he served as the 
preacher for the L’Eglise du Christ in 
Lausanne from 1972 to 1985. Reba 
passed away in February 1999.
 In May 2001, Stephan mar-
ried Carolyn Halbert Pletz in San 
Antonio, Texas. They travelled to 
Ukraine to encourage the Christians 
in Ternopil.
 He is survived by his wife, 
Carolyn, two daughters, Rebecca 
(Tim) Meixner, Stephanie (Brady) 
Smith, and son, Paul (Monica). One 
stepson, Randy (Debbie), one stepdaughter, 
Alison Boggs. Eight grandchildren, three step-
grandchildren, one brother and one sister. 
His parents, wife, Reba and one son, James, 
predeceased him.
 A funeral service was held in Lausanne on 
November 2, 2004. May God bless all those 
who mourn his passing.

Adapted from Slavic World 
for Christ Newsletter

Doherty, Edith Eveleen

On October 19, 2004 Edie Doherty, the only 
surviving original member of the Strathmore 
Blvd. congregation, passed away in Kitchener, 
ON, at the age of 95 years. Edie was a part 

of the congregation that moved from Main St. 
and began meeting at 346 Strathmore Blvd. in 
Toronto in 1924. She was an active member 
of the congregation until her health required 
that she move to live with her daughter, Joyce 
Cisecki, in Kitchener.
 Her church family, for her devotion to ser-
vice and her joyful spirit, will lovingly remem-
ber Edie. She will also be remembered for 
her poetry that brought a laugh and/or a tear 
as she wrote about the church family events 
and activities. She provided accommodation 
for many who came to the city for school or 
work and needed a place to live. The “renters” 
found that they were soon “family” and were 
blessed by this saintly woman’s influence.
 Edie was the wife of the late Robert Doherty. 
She is lovingly mourned by her children, Joyce 
(Wally) Cisecki, Maureen (Vic) Trozzi, Gloria 
(George) Stoll, Karen McKenna, and Debra 
(Roger) Toner. Daughters, Glenda Stoll and 
Sylvia Graham, predeceased her. Her grand-
children, family, many friends, and her church 
family also mourn her while rejoicing in their 
memories of her life spent in serving God.
 The writer and Geoffrey Ellis conducted a 
service of thanksgiving for her life on October 
22, 2004. We give thanks for her life lived in 

service to God and pray that God will bless 
those who mourn.

Max Craddock

Laycock, Gordon

Gordon Laycock was born to Tom and Kate 
Laycock on March 1, 1908, in the home of 
his grandfather, John Laycock, Rosebank, 
Manitoba. He had two brothers, Lorne and 
Russell and two sisters, Helen and Alice.
 At four years of age he started school at 
Ager, with his brother Lorne who was six years 
old but too shy to go alone. He took some high 
school in Rosebank and also had piano and 
violin lessons.
 In his early teens he belonged to a calf 

club and had several medals for judging and 
showmanship.
 His father raised purebred Shorthorn 
Cattle, and Gordon developed a keen interest 
in them that continued on for many years.
 Summer fairs were an important part of 
their lives, as they trucked their cattle from 
place to place to enter competitions. Their 
success is evidenced by a quilt made entirely 
of prize ribbons.
 In early years they drove with horses to 
Carman to Church each Sunday. (17 miles) In 
summer they’d take a picnic lunch and eat in 
the park. In winter they would eat at friends’ 
homes before the long trip back to the farm. 
Gordon served as a deacon of the Church for 
most of his adult life.
 In 1940 he married Anne Sinclair, daughter 
of D.A. Sinclair, who was the minister of the 
Church of Christ in Carman.
 In the next few years Gordon and Anne 
had four daughters. He loved children and 
as their own family grew up they opened up 
their home to others. The Manitoba Children’s 
Aid Society acknowledged their 30 years of 
caring for children. Three became perma-
nent family. Amazingly, Dad was 62 when 
Michael, just an infant, came to their home. 

Many, many times during the years 
of elementary schooling Dad would 
hitch up the team of horses to the 
sleigh and transport the girls a 
couple miles across the prairies to 
and from school. In keeping with his 
Godly values, he unselfishly sent his 
children to Western Christian College 
in Saskatchewan.
 It seemed like every summer Dad’s 
home became a vacation refuge for 
the scattered family and the many 
grandchildren can testify to a won-
derful holiday on the farm. And to 
quote Dad,”I can’t find my hammer!” 
In 1990 all the family gathered in 
honour of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. The celebration, a “come 
and go tea” took place in the Miami 

Community Centre, followed by a dinner for 
family and close friends. Fireworks back on 
the farm brought an end to a lovely day.
 At the age of 86, in 1994, Dad began a 
whole new chapter in his life. They subdivided 
off the house and yard and sold it to a young 
couple and bought a home on Mountain Ave, 
in Kelowna. Dad continued to farm a half sec-
tion via a leased arranged with his nephew 
Dennis Laycock. In 1989 the family farm 
named “Springbank”, was acknowledged as 
a “ Century Farm”.
 God blessed Dad with good physical health 
and clarity of mind. He continued to drive the 
car until he was 94. The last place he drove 
was to Church.
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The Barnabas Factor 
realize your encouragement potential

by Aubrey Johnson – Gospel Advocate $12.50 Cdn
We all need encouragement... now more than ever. Aubrey Johnson, minister 
of the Peachtree city, GA Church of Christ, has written the Barnabas Factor to 
equip you with the knowledge, skills and inspiration necessary to maximize 

your potential as an encourager.

continued...



of (the Prophet) David who used to fast on alternate days. 
And the most beloved prayer to Allah was the prayer of 
David who used to sleep for (the first) half of the night 
and pray for 1/3 of it and (again) sleep for a sixth of it.”

 Some radical Muslims still practice this kind of wor-
ship. I know some of my neighbors who used to fast three 
days a week all through the year. And several who woke 
up in the middle of the night consistently to pray. My 
dad did it for some time, and he would worship LOUDLY 
so he could get us to wake up and join him, which only 
had the opposite effect on us.

Why I’m not a Muslim anymore

 One of the main problems with Islam as a religion is 
found clearly in Ramadan. I don’t mean Ramadan itself, 
but some core beliefs of Islam are clearly stated in the 
teachings about fasting.

 1. Fasting can be viewed as a punishment for sin 
which contradicts the concept of fasting as worship. 
“Allah does not call you to account for what is vain in 
your oaths, but He calls you to account for the making 
of deliberate oaths; so its expiation is the feeding of ten 
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 In conclusion, Dad lived a long wonderful life. He trusted God 
and God blessed him. He died peacefully and left a great legacy 
of children, grand children, great-grandchildren and many, many 
memories. Yvonne Parker (Laycock)

Nyarkoh, Georgina Konadu

The death of a spouse is always difficult for the one left, and 
especially so, when a wife and mother dies suddenly, leaving 
behind an 18 month old daughter. Georgina Nyarkoh was born 
in Tema, Ghana, West Africa and came to Canada to be with her 
husband, Kofi, in 2002. She was admitted to hospital on October 
5 and was diagnosed with a brain tumour. Georgina passed away 
suddenly on October 16, 2004.
 Kofi met his future wife, a spiritually minded young lady, in 
December 1991 at a gospel meeting in Tema. They were mar-
ried in July of 1993. In 1995 Kofi came to Toronto to prepare for 
a better life for them here in Canada. During the time of their 
separation, Georgina ran her own hairdressing saloon at Tema. 
Finally, early in 2002, she was able join her husband in Toronto. 
In May of 2003 they were blessed with a daughter, Priscilla.
 As well as her husband and daughter, Georgina leaves her 
parents, Paul Yeboah and Martha Okyere in Ghana, her many 
friends in Ghana and Canada, along with her Strathmore church 
family, to mourn her passing.
 On November 6, 2004 friends and family gathered at the 
funeral home to pay their respects. There was a time of praise 
and thanksgiving in her memory conducted in the Ghanaian tra-
dition, followed by a memorial service conducted by the writer. 
Moises Velasco, a deacon at Strathmore, led the singing. Many 
people attended the services from the Ghanaian community in 
Toronto and from as far away as Texas. There was also a group 
who came from the church in Lachine, QC to give their support 
to Kofi in this time of grief. May God bless those who mourn the 
passing of this young Christian wife and mother.

Max Craddock

Ramadan... continued from page 10
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poor men out of the middling (food) 
you feed your families with, or their 
clothing, or the freeing of a neck; but 
whosoever cannot find (means) then 
fasting for three days; this is the expia-
tion of your oaths when you swear; 
and guard your oaths. Thus does Allah 
make clear to you His communications, 
that you may be faithful.” Surah 5:89

 This was one of the main reasons 
that got me to see that Islam is a 
legalistic religion devoid of grace. Sin 
should always be punished. When 
you do something wrong you have 
to do something else to get righteous 
again with God. However Jesus said 
that we can’t do any thing to get our 
sins forgiving and it is only because of 
Grace that we are forgiven. For all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus. God presented him as a 

sacrifice of atonement through faith in 
his blood. (Romans 3: 23–25).

 2. I have heard people say that in 
Islam and Judaism forgiveness comes 
from sacrificing animals. Concerning 
Islam that is WRONG. Islam does depend 
on sacrifice on some level but it depends 
way more on paying by your deeds and 
works. If you do something in which you 
sin, you should do something else to 
redeem yourself from your sin. Consider 
the following example (Narrated Abu 
Huraira). A person had sexual rela-
tion with his wife in the month of 
Ramadan (while he was fasting), and 
he came to Allah’s Apostle seeking his 
verdict concerning that action. The 
Prophet said (to him), “Can you afford 
to manumit a slave?” The man said, 
“No.” The Prophet said, “Can you fast 
for two successive months?” He said, 
“No.” The Prophet said, “Then feed 
sixty poor persons.” The man in this 
story was asked not just to repent but 

to do something to free him from his 
sin. First was to free a slave. And if you 
can’t you should fast for 60 days without 
breaking one day for any reason. And 
only if you have a good enough reason 
of why you can’t then you have to feed 
60 poor persons. These are all good 
acts, but can we get forgiveness by 
our good acts? There is no way to be 
able to see God’s grace through such a 
legalistic system. I remember thinking 
that I have no way to make it to heaven 
with all these rules. I had to decide 
whether I want to live in hypocrisy or 
be real and not live it at all. When I 
started studying the Bible it was a shock 
for me to see how much grace is there. 
I heard people say… it is hard to be a 
Christian, and I thought. “Man, you’re 
lucky you did not live as Muslim.” By 
living as a Christian, I am able to live 
with the understanding that God is Love 
and He is the God of Grace.

The Case for a Creator by Lee Strobel, 
Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI. 341 pages, 
$20.99 (Cdn)

In this excellent book, Lee Strobel, minister, 
journalist, and former legal editor of the 
Chicago Tribune, uses his journalistic skills 
to interview nine scientists and philosophers, 
experts in their fields, who show that dis-
coveries in cosmology, physics, astronomy, 
biochemistry, biology, and human conscious-
ness point to God. Strobel, himself a former 
spiritual skeptic, presents the arguments that 
led him away from God and the arguments 
that brought him back again.
 The author presents the intricate design of 
our universe as evidence for God. For instance, 
Strobel provides specific examples from physics 
and astronomy that reveal that the Earth and 
the universe are perfectly suited to sustain life, 
and that if they were not designed as they are, 
life would be impossible.
  In another instance Strobel interviews 
biochemist Michael Behe, who demonstrates 
that certain things such as the incredible 
system for transporting proteins within the 

cells and the process of blood clotting are 
“irreducibly complex” systems that could 
not have developed gradually over time as 
Darwinian evolution requires. He concludes 
that these systems are strong evidence for a 
purposeful, intentional design by a Creator.
 This book confirms the faith of believers 
and presents arguments to convince unbeliev-
ers. It is not light reading, but is very thought 
provoking and inspiring.
 You might also be interested in two of 
Stobel’s earlier books: The Case for Christ and 
The Case for Faith.

Reviewed by Jim Holston.

Think Biblically, Recovering a Christian 
Worldview, by John MacArthur 
with The Master’s College Faculty, 
368 pages, $19.99 (U.S.), 
Crossway Books, Wheaton, Illinois

John MacArthur is a conservative, evangeli-
cal preacher and teacher who has written 
many helpful books. Although we disagree 
on some topics like baptism and apostasy,we 
agree on such themes as the inspiration and 

authority of the Bible.
 He writes “The power of God is not found 
in some mystical, extra-biblical source of 
knowledge, the use of signs and wonders and 
ecstatic utterances, the insights of secular 
psychology and philosophy, or clever insights 
into people’s felt needs. But rather the power 
of God resides only in the inspired, infallible, 
and inerrant Word of God. When believers 
read, study, obey and apply Scripture, they 
will realize it has sufficient power to deal with 
any situation in life.” He also sees Psalm 19 
as the most concise and direct treatment of 
the sufficiency of Scripture in all the Bible.
 MacArthur contends that only the Scripture 
can redeem, renew and illuminate the mind 
of man so it can become more Christlike. He 
ably refutes the atheistic beliefs of popular 
authors like Carl Sagan, Charles Darwin, Karl 
Marx and Fredrick Nietzsche. He also says that 
evolution is degrading to humanity, hostile to 
reason and antithetical to the truth God has 
revealed.
 Another chapter deals with “Coming To 
Grips With Sin.” Here he dicsusses Genesis 
3 which he regards as one of most vitally 
important chapters in the Bible. Ezekiel 28 is 
seen as “the clearest account of Satan’s rebel-
lion. But with great inconsistency he partially 
quotes Matthew’s and Mark’s records of the 
Great Commission and omits any reference to 
baptism! Apart from such flaws, this is a good 
introduction to thinking biblically.

Page 16 Gospel Herald

Books to be reviewed in this column should be sent to
Keith Thompson, Editor, 348 Dixon Blvd., Newmarket, ON L3Y 5C4 
(Books may be ordered from the Gospel Herald)
email:bookreviews@gospelherald.org

Ramadan... continued from page 15

Jerusalem, Israel



December 2004 Page 17

ACAPPELLA MUSIC
 When the instruments fell silent F 9
AUTHORITY
 Jesus is the Only One M 16
Bailey, Cecil
 Reflections on Lillian Torkelson’s
  Early Years O 8
BAPTISM
 Baptism:  A Conscious Cleansing F  3
 Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, 
  Leviticus M 2
 Calvin on Baptism Jn 3
 “One Lord, One Faith, 
 Maybe Baptism?” F 4
Birston, Paul
 The Power of the Good Confession
  (1 Timothy 6:12-13) F 6
Broadus, Edwin
 The Power of the Resurrection F 7
 What Are Our Rights? S 2
BROTHERHOOD, THE
 Love the Brotherhood Ja 6
Brown, T. Pierce
 Calvin on Baptism Jn 3
 Is the Entire Bible Inspired? Jl 2
 Paul Stopped the Truth from 
 Being Told! S 8
 Small Perversions? My 2
 Suicide Ja 8
Chapados, Drew
 I’m the Good Guy, He’s Not S 6
Choate, Betty
 Marriage Commitment A 12
CHOICES
 The Challenge of Choice O 5
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
 You Don’t Have To Go It Alone N 5
CHRISTIAN LIVING
 Be Still—The Testimony of 
  a Quadriplegic F 2
 Camping Near Sodom M 4
 Christian, All Day, Every Day—
 A Study (2 Cor. 8:5) Ja 14
 Competing According To 
 The Rules S 5
 Good Days & Bad Days My 5
 Secret Sins O 4
 The Key Ja 13
 You are the Temple of the 
 Holy Spirit Jl 5
CHURCH, THE
 Body Building Ag 2
 Body Building 3—Designer Genes O 2
 How Will They Know Us? S 4
 Music In Christian Worship D 2
 “The Emergent Church” F  14
 The Non-Institutional Church Ja 4
CHURCH HISTORY—BRITISH COLUMBIA
 November 7, 2004 to be a Special Day
  in Kelowna, BC O 8
CHURCH HISTORY—ONTARIO 
 50th anniversary, Owen Sound Ja 1
 80th Anniversary at 
 Strathmore Blvd. My 1
 Pine Orchard Celebrates 
  100 Years N 8
 Strathmore Boulevard’s 80th Jl 7
CHURCH LEADERSHIP
 Leadership (#1) Jl 3
 Leadership for 
 Congregational Growth M 5
 Leadership (#2):  
 The Commissioning of  Joshua Ag 3

 Leadership (#3) 
 The Leadership of Jesus S 3
 Leadership (#4):  
 The Gender Issue O 3
COMMITMENT
 Committed to the Flames M 6
 Committed to the Flames (Part 2) A 7
 Marriage Commitment A 12
CONFESSION
 The Power of the Good Confession
  (1 Timothy 6:12-23) F 6
CONVERSIONS
 A Jailer Finds Jesus A 2
Cordle, Steve
 A Fool for a Client N 3
 Pulling Back:  The Danger is Real Jl 6
 Who is Going to Heaven? Ag 6
Cox, Brian
 Are You Planning To Be 
 Together For a Lifetime? D 6
Cox, Claude
 The Key Ja 13
 What’s our real prison? F 13
Craddock, Bill
 Christian, All Day, Every Day—
  A Study (2 Cor. 8:5) Ja 14
 Use of Leisure Time—Biblical Answers
  to Tough Questions, 
   A Bible Study  My 15

 You are the Temple of the 
  Holy Spirit Jl  5
Craddock, Max
 Competing According To 
  The Rules S 5
 Getting the Most Out of the 
  Year Ahead Ja 5
 Good Days & Bad Days My 5
 Leadership for 
  Congregational Growth M 5
 The Challenge of Choice O 6
 What Do You Desire? D 5
 You Don’t Have To Go It Alone N 5
CREDIBILITY
 Do You Have Credibility? My 6
DeLoach, Clarence Jr.
 The Everlasting Word S 8
DIVINE MESSAGES
 God Speaks to Man Jn 6
Dunn, David 
 Baptism:  A Conscious Cleansing F 3
 Being Relevant A 3
 The Human Paradox My 13
Dunn, Sally
 Forgiveness F 5
Ellis, Geoffrey H.
 Pine Orchard Celebrates 
  100 Years N 8
 The “Essentials Only” Error Jn 2
ESSENTIALS
 The “Essentials Only” Error Jn 2
ETERNAL LIFE
 Who is Going to Heaven? Ag 8
FAITH
 Pulling Back:  The Danger is Real Jl 6
FORGIVENESS
 Forgiveness F 5
 Not an Option O 6
 The Slave Who Was Free Jn 5
 To Forgive or Not to Forgive
  The Heart choice N 2
FRIENDSHIP
 Everybody Needs a Friend Jn 7

FUTURE
 The Best Question Ja 7
GOSPEL HERALD INDEX 2003 Ja 16
GREAT COMMISSION, THE
 Decommissioning the 
  Great Commission Ja 3
GREAT LAKES BIBLE COLLEGE
 Jamie Azzoparde to Work as Campus
  Minister/Evangelist in Waterloo O 9
GREAT LAKES CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
 Acts in the 21st Century Ag 7
Greeson, Wayne
 When Good Men Do Nothing My 3
GROVE PARK HOME
 Grove Park Home Celebrates Ag 5
Hammett, Linda
 Campaign For Christ D 7 

Hasbrouck, Steve Sr.
 Decommissioning 
  the Great Commission Ja 3
 The News From Jerusalem, As 
  It Might Have Been Reported N 9
HONESTY
 Paul Stopped the Truth from 
  Being Told! S 8
Hotchkiss, Paul
 Be Still—The Testimony of 
  a Quadriplegic F 2
HUMAN RIGHTS
 What Are Our Rights? S 2
INPRISONMENT
 What’s our real prison? F 13
INTERNET, THE
 Internet Worms A 16
INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURES
 Is the Entire Bible Inspired? Jl 2
INTEGRITY
 Integrity Jl 8
INVOLVEMENT
 When Good Men Do Nothing My 3
JESUS OUR MEDIATOR
 A Fool for a Client N 3
Johnson, Tim
 Cooperation and Unity in 
  Evangelism Ag 14
 Love the Brotherhood Ja 6
Kruse, Richard
 A Jailer Finds Jesus A 2
 His Resurrection and Ours O 16
 The Slave Who Was Free Jn 5
Lansdell, Roger
 Do You Have Credibility? My 6
 Everybody Needs a Friends Jn 7
 The Best Question Ja 7
 Who’s To Blame S 7
LORD’S SUPPER, THE
 Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and
  Leviticus M 2
LOVE
 Love the Brotherhood Ja 6
MARRIAGE
 Marriage Commitment A 12
Mazzalongo, Michael
 The Passion as Witness A 6
McCabe, Mike
 Integrity Jl 8
 Presumption D 8
McBride, Bailey
 Torkelson continues role as 
  pillar of well-connected 
   Canadian church Jn 8

MISSION NEWS—AFRICA
 Africa M 12
 Nigeria (Delta State) O 12
 Sudan, E. Africa M 12
 Zimbabwe (Mutare) O 12
MISSION NEWS—ALBANIA
 Albania O 12
MISSION NEWS—ARGENTINA
 Buenos Aires, Argentina My 12
MISSION NEWS—BRAZIL
 Porto Alegre, Brazil My 12
 Rio De Janeiro, Brazil My 12
MISSION NEWS—CHINA
 China Ja 12
 China F 12
 China Jn 12
 China Jl 12
 China Ag 12
MISSION NEWS—ETHIOPIA
 Ethiopia F 12
 Ethiopia Ag 12
 Ethiopia D 11
MISSION NEWS—FINLAND
 Finland M 12
MISSION NEWS—HAITI
 Haiti My 12
 Haiti Jl 12
 Haiti N 12
 Haiti Second Mission Trip Report M 3
MISSION NEWS—HOLLAND
 Holland Ja 12
MISSION NEWS—INDIA
 India M 12
 India Ag 12
 India D 11
MISSION NEWS—JAMAICA
 Jamaica N 9
MISSION NEWS—JAPAN
 Japan, Sendai Jn 12
 Mission Focus Japan Ja 12
 Sendai Ja 12
 Sendai, Japan F 12
 Sendai, Japan M 12
 Sendai, Japan Jl 12
 Sendai, Japan Ag 12
 Sendai, Japan S 12
 Sendai, Japan N 12
 Sendai, Japan D 11
MISSION NEWS—N. KOREA
 N. Korea S 12
MISSION NEWS—PAKISTAN
 Pakistan Jn 12
MISSION NEWS—PANAMA
 Panama Jn 12
MISSION NEWS—PAPUA NEW GUINEA
 Papua New Guinea Ja 12
 Papua New Guinea F 12
 Papua New Guinea S 12
 Papua New Guinea D  11
MISSION NEWS—PHILIPPINES
 Mactan Mission 
  (Philippine Report) Ja 12
 Philippines M 12
 The Philippines My 12
MISSION NEWS—RUSSIA
 Russia Jn 12
 Russia S 12
MISSION NEWS—TANZANIA
 Tanzania Ag 12
 Tanzania O 12
MISSION NEWS-Thailand
 Thailand D 11

GOSPEL HERALD INDEX 2004

continued on next page
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MISSION NEWS—UKRAINE
 Donetsk Ag 12
 Donetsk, Ukraine Ja 12
 Donetsk, Ukraine F 12
 Donetsk, Ukraine Jn 12
 Kiev Ag 12
 Kyiv N 12
MISSION NEWS – UNITED  STATES
Arlington, TX D 11
MISSION NEWS—VIETNAM
 Vietnam M 12
Morphy, Peter
 Body Building Ag 2
 Body Building 2—
  Designer Genes O 2
Morritt, Randy
 Not An Option O 6
NEW YEAR
 Getting the Most Out of the 
  Year Ahead Ja 5
NEWSGROUP
 Canadian Churches 
  of Christ Newsgroup Jn 17
 Canadian Churches 
  of Christ Newsgroup O 15
OBITUARIES
 Andersen, Samuel My 17
 Bailey, Ray Larimore A 14
 Beckett, Celia Jn 16
 Beckett, Raymond Douglas M 17
 Bell, Mrs. Edna M. My 17
 Bilak, Epi Stephan D 14
 Brown, Michael David F 16
 Davidson, Susan Mary Williams M 17
 Doherty, Edith Eveleen D 14
 Gardner, (Kathleen) Marie S 16
 Glew, Charrie Alice N 16
 Grainger, Laura (nee Hadley) Jn 16
 Hopkins, Hilda Edith (Shriner) Jl 16
 Hotchkiss, Paul F 16
 Huffard, Evertt Lee Jn 16
 Johnson, Iven O 17
 Laycock, Gordon D 14
 McCutcheon, Sharon A 14

 McPhee, Betty Marie N 16
 Meakes, “Harry” Henry S 16
 Nutt, Paul Garry A 14
 Nyarkoh, Georgina Konadu D 14
 Oswald, Deloy “Ozzie” Weldon Jl 16
 Parker, Linda Jean Fly Ag 17
 Preston, Grant Frederick Jl 16
 Scott, Charlotte Kate (Town) Jl 16
 Spillett, Gwendolyn Lorraine Jn 16
 Torkelson, Lillian M. “Miss T.” S 16
 Waite, Howard Ja 15
 Whitfield, Emma Loretta N 16
 Williamson, Edith (Russell) A 14
Overton, Ray Lee
 Jesus is the Only One M 16
Perry, David
 Canadian Churches 
  of Christ Newsgroup Jn 17
 Canadian Churches 
  of Christ Newsgroup O 15
Perry, Donald
 Committed to the Flames M 6
 Committed to the Flames (Part 2) A 7
 Preparing Ministers My 7
 “The Emergent Church: F 14
Perry, Eugene C.
 God Speaks to Man Jn 6
PERVERSIONS
 Small Perversions? My 2
PRIORITIES
 Which Comes First N 4
REFORMATION
 Having One’s Cake 
  And Eating It Too My 4
RELEVANCE
 Being Relevant A 3
RESPONSIBILITY
 Who’s To Blame S 7
RESTORATION MOVEMENT, THE
 Happy Bicentennial! Ag 4
RESURRECTION, THE
 Baptism, The Lord’s Supper, and
  Leviticus M 2
 His Resurrection and Ours O 16

 The Power of the Resurrection F 7
Salisbury, Thayer
 Leadership (#1) Jl 3
 Leadership (#2):  The 
  Commissioning of Joshua Ag 3
 Leadership (#3) The 
  Leadership of Jesus S 3
 Leadership (#4):  
  The Gender Issue O 3
  Music In Christian Worship D  2
 The Genres of Scripture 
  (part 3, Parable & Apocalyptic) Ja 2
Sarah, Aziz
 Ramadan D 10
 To Forgive or Not to forgive
  The Heart Choice N 2
SCRIPTURES
 The Everlasting Word S 8
 The Genres of Scripture 
  (part 3, Parable & Apocalyptic) Ja 2
SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY
 Last  Will and Testament of
  Springfield Presbytery Ag 6
STEADFASTNESS
 True Colours N 6
SUICIDE
 Suicide Ja 8
Swee-Inn Yeoh
 True Colours N 6
THE CHRISTIAN AND POLITICS
 I’m the Good Guy, He’s Not S 6
 The News From Jerusalem As It 
  Might Have Been Reported N 9
 Who Lost the Election? Jl 4
THE CHRISTIAN AND SPORTS
 Meddling A 4
THE PASSION
 The Passion as Witness A 6
TIME 
 Use of Leisure Time—Biblical Answers
  to Tough Questions, 
   A Bible Study My 15

TORKELSON, LILLIAN
 Reflections on Lillian Torkelson’s
  Early Years O 8
TRAINING
 Preparing Ministers My 7
Tryggestad, Erik
 When the instruments fell silent F 9
Turner, Wayne
 Camping Near Sodom M 4
 Happy Bicentennial! Ag 4
 Having One’s Cake And 
  Eating It Too My 4
 How Will They Know Us? S 4
 Internet Worms A 16
 Meddling A 4
 ”One Lord, One Faith, 
  Maybe Baptism?” F 4
 Reclaiming Our Youth Jn 4
 Secret Sins O 4
 The Non-Institutional Church Ja 4
 Where Is The Line? D 4
 Which Comes First N 4
 Who Lost the election? Jl 4
UNITY
 Cooperation and Unity 
  in Evangelism Ag 14
VALUE OF LIFE
 The Human Paradox My 13
WESTERN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
 Torkelson continues role as 
  pillar of well-connected 
   Canadian church Jn 8
 Western Christian College and 
  High School Grand Opening M 14
Whitfield, Elgin
 Pine Orchard Celebrates 10 Years N 8
YOUTH
 Are You Planning To Be 
  Together For a  Lifetime? D 6    
 Reclaiming Our Youth Jn 4

and shifted practice so far that they have moved into an entirely 
different constituency.
 Let’s put it another way. How much confidence and trust should 
our readers have in our directory? Why is this important? The 
answers lie in the purpose of the directory. It is intended to be a 
service for travellers who want to locate a nearby congregation 
with which they can associate and fellowship in good conscience. 
Our readers want to know that they can, with reasonable confi-
dence, visit any congregation listed. The listings in the directory are 
advertisements paid for by the congregations. As a general policy, 
those responsible for the ads placed in the Gospel Herald do not 
accept anything that could be considered misleading or false. It is 
time to extend this policy to the directory.
 A recent letter to the editors of the Gospel Herald and copied 
to the congregation involved proves the point. A Christian from the 
United States used the directory to locate a congregation where 
he was visiting. Depending on the listings in the GH, he visited 
that congregation. Imagine his disappointment to find himself in a 
situation on Sunday morning with a four-piece band, an audience 
that was “listening instead of singing,” a woman speaking and a 
minister who is listed in the bulletin as the Senior Pastor! The copy 
of the bulletin/order of service he also sent described a regular 
Saturday night activity, “Jammin’ for Jesus!” which included the 
line, “Bring your instruments, your voices, but most of all your 
enthusiasm and love for singing praises to Jesus!! …We’re here to 

worship!” This brother’s frustration was evident when he concluded, 
“I don’t know why they choose to be deceptive and not advertise 
their true colors.” We must accept part of the responsibility for 
that, since his visit was based on the listing in our directory. We 
will not continue to list that congregation in the directory. We owe 
that to our readers, to God and to our own consciences.
 This should not be a surprise to those choosing to reject our 
belief in unaccompanied singing in worship. If they are, they have 
forgotten the division that occurred a century ago over this very 
same thing. Those congregations using instruments, in that decision, 
are choosing to follow the path associated with the Independent 
Christian Churches or the Disciples of Christ.
 As said earlier, we have no desire to play judge. We have a 
responsibility to our readers to maintain the integrity and accuracy 
of our directory. We are not judging, only recognizing the judgment 
made by others to reject what they know to be our convictions and 
our conscience. While we do not intend to go on a “witch hunt”, 
we hope that any congregation that chooses to reject our beliefs 
will have the integrity to voluntarily terminate its listing.
 Some will criticize and condemn us for taking this stand. Based 
on the responses and concerns we are hearing from many Christians 
across the country, we believe most of our readers will support 
and approve. Ultimately, we must all follow our convictions and 
consciences, for we must all give an account to God.

The Editors

Editorial... continued from page 4
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
This listing includes most but not all of the churches of Christ in Canada along with a few in bordering states. 
Please help us to keep it useful by updating the information regularly. Listings are $9.00 per year and changes 
are $4.50 each. The information, unless otherwise specified, is in the following order: Place of meeting; times 
of Bible Class, Worship and mid-week gatherings; mailing address if different from meeting place; (Post Office 
is at the beginning unless otherwise indicated); preacher; phone. 
The Gospel Herald Publication exists to serve the non-instrumental Churches of Christ. The church 
directory is included as a service to the congregations. It should be understood that inclusion of a 
congregation in the church directory does not necessarily imply complete endorsement, by the editors, 
of all practices of those listed.

 PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

CALGARY: (Northside): 803-20A Avenue N.E., T2E 
1S1; Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7; recorded message; 
276-8088; Derek Chambers, ev.. 

CALGARY: 4030 Maryvale Dr. NE, T2A 2S8; 
(June – August) Sun. service 10 am, 
(Sept – May) Children’s Bible Classes 9:30 & 11:15, 
Worship 9 & 10:45,  Wed. 6:45 p.m. 
Small Groups (Fri – Mon, eve.) 
Phone (403) 272-2111; 
E-mail: info@calgarycofc.com

CAMROSE: 4901-42 St. T4V 1A2 Sun. 10:30 am. 
Wed. 7:00 pm 780-672-1220 (off).

EDMONTON: 13015-116 Ave., T5M 3C9. 
(780) 455-1049; FAX 454-9545; Sun. 9:30, 11:00;
Wed. 7:00 class at the building & CARE groups 
in homes. Dave Friesen, ev 460-4258. Elders: 
Henri Bouchard, Vern Hibbard, David Hotchkiss, 
Walter Hreczuch, C.Eric Limb, Peter Ross. 
www.edmontonchurchofchrist.org, 
email: church5@telus.net.

LETHBRIDGE: 2720 21st Ave. S., T1K 1H8; 
Sun. 10, 11, 7; Wed. 7:00; Mike Gray, ev. 
(403) 328-0855.

MEDICINE HAT: Crescent Heights Church of Christ, 
655 Stewart Dr. NW, T1A 7C2; Sun. 10, 11, 7; 
Wed. 7; Jamie Lobert, ev. (403) 527-7346 or 
(403) 527-7311 (off)

RED DEER: 68 Donlevy Ave., T4R 2V8; Sun. 11:30, 
10, (evening – call for information); Wed. 7; 
John Smith, ev. (403) 347-3986 
email; <davenportcoc@aol.com>

 PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

ABBOTSFORD (Central Valley): #5 – 2580 Cedar 
Park Place V2S 6B2; Sun. 10,11; Tues. 7:30 at 
address above, Norm Weir, ev. (604) 850-8670 
(off); 
859-5973 (res). If no answer 852-5052; 
email: normjen@shaw.ca; website: http://www.mem-
bers.shaw.ca/allanjn/cvcoc/

BURNABY (Greater Vancouver): 7485 Salisbury 
Ave. V5E 3A5 Sun. a.m. 9:45, 10:30, 6 p.m. 
(Midweek groups meet in homes. Call for times & 
locations.) Kirk Ruch, ev.: Kirk@SBChurch.ca ; 
Mike Parker, youth: FishFreaks@SBChurch.ca ; 
office: welcome@SBChurch.ca (604-522-7721) 
Website: www.SBChurch.ca.

CAMPBELL RIVER: 226 Hilchey Road, V9W 1P4; 
(250) 923-5233.

CHILLIWACK: Senior Citizens Bldg. Br 24, 
corner of Cook and Victoria St.; Sun. 10, 11; Wed. 7 
at 9687 Windsor St; Mail P.O. Box 327, V2P 6J4; 
Al McCutcheon, sec. (604) 792-0046

CRESTON: Corner of 5th Ave. and Cook St.; 
Sun. 10, 11; 130 5th Ave. N. V0B 1G3; 
250-428-7411 (off)or 428-5937.

CROFTON: 1288 Smith Rd. Box 45, V0R 1R0; 
Phone for time; (250) 246-3659.

DELTA: Delta Christian School, 53rd & 
Ladner Trunk Road, Ladner; 9:45, 10:45; 
Midweek: Call for times; PO Box 18623, RPO 
Ladner, Delta, BC V4K 4V7: (604) 943-0515 (off)

KAMLOOPS: Meets at 655 Holt Street (The Chris 
Rose Therapy Centre for Autism) Sunday 10:00 am; 
Mailing address: PO Box 2129, V2B 7K6; 
250-374-3512; Dane Bengard, ev., 250-377-3386

KELOWNA: 1317 Ethel St., Kelowna BC, V1Y 2X1; 
Building 250-861-9486, Sunday 10:45 a.m. 
Worship, Evangelist: Barrie Forman, 250-764-4313, 
sonlover@shaw.ca, cell 212-0080; Elders: Wayne 
Muirhead, 250-861-4008, marwayn@hotmail.com; 
Ted Windmill, 250-763-8445, 
edward_windmill@telus.net

NANAIMO: 1720 Meredith Rd., V9S 2M4; 
Sun. 10:00, 11:00, Wed. 7:00 meeting in homes, 
please phone for time and place; 
Grant Hannan, min. 758-9412 (off.); 
Les Beamish, sec. 758-6929; cell phone 729-1833.

NORTH BEND: North Bend Community Hall; 
Sun. 10; SS 1, Boston Bar, BC V0K 1C0; 867-9420.

PRINCE GEORGE: 4337 Ewen Dr.; 
Mailing Address: PO Box 2437, V2N 2S6;
Sun. 10; For more information contact 
Grahame Somerville 562-6708, 
Leo Selzer 964-9102 or Office (250) 562-0502.

PRINCE RUPERT: 977 Prince Rupert Blvd.; 
PO Box 324, V8J 3P9; Sun. 4-5 pm, 3-4 pm; 
Thurs. 7; Dick Brant, ev. (250) 624-4449 (off), 
624-5834 (res)

SALMON ARM: 2460 Auto Rd. S.E.; Sunday 10:00; 
Call for times and locations of other meetings; 
(250) 832-3828 or 804-4833; Box 51, V1E 4N2; 
Doug Kendig, John Murrey, Gordon Parmenter and 
Blair Robers, elders.

SURREY: (Greater Vancouver):15042 92nd Ave., 
V3R 5V7; Sun. 10, 11, 6; Ron Beckett, ev., 
594-1796.

Vancouver (City Church): Trout Lake Community 
Centre, 3350 Victoria Drive, Worship 4:30 to 
6:15 p.m., Bible Study 6:30 p.m.(mailing address, 
483 East 51st Ave, Vancouver, V5X 1C8),  
Stephen C. Hasbrouck, Sr. ev., (604) 263-3470

VANCOUVER (Oakridge): 6970 Oak St., V6P 3Z6; 
English services: Sun. 10, 10:40, 5 
(Spanish Bible Class 10 and Fri. 6:30); 
Wed. 7:30; Spanish services: Sun. 5; Fri. 6:30; 
Milton Diaz, ev., 432-1749 (res.).

VERNON: 4107 Pleasant Valley Rd, V1T 4M1; 
Sun. 10, 11; Murray Ververda, ev., (250) 545-5256 
(res); 545-6892 (off).

VICTORIA: 3460 Shelbourne St., V8P 4G5; Sun. 
9:00 traditional service; 10:30 contemporary 
service; midweek in homes; (250) 592-4914 (off); 
contact Mr. Martin Moore; 
website: www.churchadmin.@sscoc.bc.ca

 PROVINCE OF MANITOBA

BRANDON: 943 7th St., R7A 3V1; Sun. 10:30; 
Midweek; call for location (204) 728-0957; 
Charles Muller, sec. 726-4723.

CARMAN: Main Street S.; Sun. 10, 1:15; Wed. 7:30; 
Box 955, R0G 0J0; contact Ray Winkler (elder), 
745-3226; Bob Norris, ev., 745-6969.

DAUPHIN: 220 Whitmore Ave. W; Mailing address: 
Box 70, Dauphin, R7N 2T9; Sun. worship 9:00 & 
10:00; Sun. & Wed. nights call for details;  

(204) 638-6321 (off), Fax: 638-0872; 
Randy Foss, ev., email: wwyes@hotmail.com

MANSON: Bldg. in Manson Village; Sun. 10, 11; Box 
2, R0M 1J0; Wilf Rogers (204) 722-2293 or Lloyd 
Jacobs, (204) 722-2278, elders; Ken Starnes, sec. 
(204) 722-2085.

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE: Contact Gerald Mccutcheon, 
239-1817.

WINNIPEG (Central): 217 Osborne St. S., R3L 1Z4; 
Sun. 10 worship, 11:15 Bible School, Wed. 7; 
Office: (204) 475-6462 Fax: (413) 677-6165
web site: http://www.winnipegchurch.ca; Jim Hobbs, 
sec. for elders (204) 261- 9861; Wayne Turner, ev. 
(204) 257-7926 (res); wayne@winnipegchurch.ca
Chad Celaire, youth min. (204) 284-6280 
chad@winnipegchurch.ca

 PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK

MONCTON: 365 Pine Glen Rd., Riverview 
(Moncton), E1B 4J8; Sun. 10, Wed. 7:30 p.m.; 
(506) 854-6887; Royal Maillet (506) 532-2956; 
other contact: Kenny Woodman (506) 525-9628

SAINT JOHN: Meeting in the home of 
FRED NELSON, 3 Charleston Court, Quispamsis, 
E2E 4W9; Sunday meetings flexible; 
Phone (506) 847-2802 or Tom Goud, 847-2199.

 NEW YORK STATE

BUFFALO (Linwood): 2523 Main St., 14214; 
Sun. 9:30, 10:45, 6; Training Class 5; Wed. 7; 
John Smiley, ev. (716) 832-7171.

NIAGARA FALLS: 359 14th St., Niagara Falls, NY, 
14303. Off(716)285-6534, Home (716) 886-2871. 
Sunday Bible study 10 am, worship 11 am, evening 
6 pm, Wed. 7 pm. Minister Eddie J. Cornelius. 
e-mail BROCNFCC@juno.com

NORTH BUFFALO: 350 Kenmore Ave., 14223; Sun. 
10,11,7; Wed. 7:30.

SARDINIA: Rt. 39, (1 mile west of Rt. 16), 
Sun. 10 & 11, Wed. 7 PM, mailing address: 
PO Box 186, Sardinia, NY, 14134, Glen Mueller, 
ev., (716)-496-5143, Cell (716)-560-6304, 
gemsar@adelphia.net

 PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA

HALIFAX: 48 Convoy Ave., B3N 2P8; 
Sun. 10, 11; Midweek, check for day and place; 
ev. (902) 443-9628 (off), Wayne Taylor, 
sec. (902) 876-7402

DARTMOUTH: 19 Killikee Gate, Dartmouth, NS, 
B3B 1A7; Neil Prokop (902) 463-3629/430-9543cell, 
neillisaprokop@hotmail.com. Please call for Sunday 
worship times and midweek information

KENTVILLE: 177 Middle Dyke Rd. exit 12 off 
Hwy 101, Sun. 11, 10; Wed. 6; Box 26, B4N 3V9; 
(902) 678-8881 or Ray Fisher, ev; 582-3457; 
Toll free 1-866-236-7891

SHUBENACADIE: Mill Village Church, 
3613 Indian Rd.; Sun. 10:15, 11; Wed. 6:30; 
R.R. 1, B0N 2H0; D. Hallett (902) 758-2133; 
J. Mackey, (902) 758-2633. 

 PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

AJAX (Serving Durham Region): 1 Cedar St.; Sun. 
9:45, 11. 7; Call for mid-week information; Box 162, 
L1S 3C3; Ph. (905) 683-2477(off); Malcolm Porter,  
(905) 668 3346 res, 

AURORA: 15216 Yonge St. S.; 
(entrance beside Mac Flemming Paints); Sun. 9:30,
Wed. 7:30; P.O. Box 71523, L4G 1L9; Contact: 
Scott & Linda Harvey, (905) 473-5631 or 
leave message; e-mail <r.sharvey@sympatico.ca> 
or Clare Preston, (905) 841-2272

BARRIE: 345 Grove St. E. (at Cook), L4M 2R6; 
Sun. 10, 11; Wed. 7:00; (705) 722-7155 (off.); 
Claude Cox, ev. (705) 737-2272.

BEAMSVILLE: 4900 John St., L0R 1B6; Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 am, 6:00 pm small groups in various places 
(small group in library at building) 
(Visitors welcome); Wed. 7:00; Don Smith, ev. 
905-563-7655 (off); e-mail: don093@sympatico.ca

BRACEBRIDGE: 14-4 Manitoba St., P1L 1R9: 
(705) 645-3356; We worship at home each Sunday.

BRAMALEA: 750 Clark Blvd. (south of Hwy. 7 on 
Finchgate Boulevard), L6T 3Y2; Sun. 9:45, 11, 6; 
Thurs. 7:30; Walter Straker, ev. (905) 789-1632 
(res.); 792-2297 (off).

BRANTFORD: 267 North Park St., N3R 4L2; 
Sun. 10, 11, last Sunday of month 6:30; 
Wed. 7; contact Ray Knight (519) 754-0401; 
office (519) 759-6630; Jamie Azzoparde, ev. 
(519) 770-4814 (res)

BRANTFORD: (Costain/Johnson Community Centre) 
16 Morrell St., N3T 4J2; Sun. 10 & 11., Wed. 7; 
call for information on various other mid-week 
classes; 519-758-5673 (75-U-LORD); Rick Gamble 
(min.); 519-753-5353 (res.); www.followers.ca or 
e-mail followers@bfree.on.ca

BURKS FALLS: Seniors Building above library on 
Young St.; Sun. 6-7:15 p.m.; c/o Hubert Lawrence, 
R.R. #2, P0A 1C0; (705) 382-2026.

COLLINGWOOD: 494 Tenth St.; Sun. 10, 11; 
Wed. 7; C/O Peter Dale, 75 Peel Street, L9Y 3V5; 
(705) 444-0010 (office); Don MacMullin, ev.

CORNWALL: 1702 Dover Road, K6J 1W1; 
Sun 10,11; Wed 7; Allen Bojarski, ev. 
Phone (613) 933-1825; Fax: (613) 933-
2464; Emails: churchofchrist@cogeco.ca or 
abojarski@cogeco.ca; 
Website: http://home.cogeco.ca/~abojarski/abojarski

FENWICK: 765 Welland Ave.; Sun. 9:45, 11, 7; Wed. 
7:30; P.O. Box 416, L0S 1C0; (905) 892-5661; email 
<DonHipwell@AOL.com>

GRIMSBY: 63 Casablanca Blvd., south of Q.E. exit; 
Sun. SS 11:05; Worship 9:45, Sun evening – 1 
small group at building, 6 pm, during week – small 
groups; Box 181, L3M 4G3; (905) 945-3058 (off); 
other contact (905) 945-8668

GUELPH: The Evergreen Senior Center, 
683 Woolwich St.; Sun. 10:30, 11; Wed. 7:30 
(phone for location); c/o 25 Keys Crescent, 
N1G 5J7; David Azzoparde, sec. (519) 821-9179.

HAILEYBURY/NEW LISKEARD: 554 Helmer 
Pedersen Drive, New Liskeard; Sun. 10:30; 
Wed. 7:30; Contacts: Jim Robertson, PO Box 1556, 
New Liskeard ON P0J 1P0 (705)647-5488
or Mike Tinney PO Box 702, Haileybury ON P0J 1K0 
(705)672-9241

HAMILTON: 321 East 27th Street (at Fennell), 
L8V 3G8 (Mt. Hamilton); Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7:00, 
(905) 385-5775(off); Mike McCabe, ev., 
(905) 574-3022(h), mike_p_m@yahoo.com; 
Chris Gardner, sec., (905) 388-9174

HAMILTON (North): YMCA building, 79 James St. S.; 
Sun.10, 11 Wed. 7; Joe Sandassie, (905) 389-0714, 
286 East 26th Street, Hamilton ON L8V 3E1

HAMILTON (West): Mohawk College, 
Fennell Ave./West 5th St.; Sun. 9:30 and 10:30 
(Please phone for Sun. p.m. and midweek informa-
tion); P.O. Box 78041 Westcliffe PO, L9C 7N5; 
Wayne Page (905) 648-5100.

HUNTSVILLE: Huntsville Public Library, 
7 Minerva St. E., Sun. 10:30, c/o Dave Preston, 
(705) 789-7697, 491 Fowlers Rd., R.R.#5, 
Huntsville, Ont., P1H 2N5. Other contacts: 
Ken Smith, (705) 789-8292, Steve Watson, 
(705) 788-2332.
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HUNTSVILLE: 36 Hilltop Dr. P1H 1C5 (off Hwy. 11BN); 
Sun. 9:45, 11, 7; Wed. 8; Ken Skinner 705-
382-2283 or Evelyn Preston, sec. 705-767-3237.

ICE LAKE (Manitoulin Island): 1-1/4 mile S. of 
Hwy 540; classes 9:45, worship 11:00, Sun; 
Les Cramp ev; 705-282-0974; PO Box 3, 
Mindemoya, ON  P0P 1S0. 

KENORA: 101 Norman Dr.; Sun. 10, 11; 
P.O. Box 2905, P9N 3X8; Earl Rattai, ev., 548-2245.

KINGSTON: 446 College St., K7L 4M7; 
Sun. 10, 11: Wed. 7; (613) 546-5409 (off.); 
e-mail: kingstoncofc@aol.com; 
Preacher: Richard Maddeaux
Associate Preacher: Gordon Gibson

KITCHENER SOUTH: Kitchener City Hall (Learning 
Room) 200 King St. W.; Sun. 10, 11; Wed. 7:30 in 
homes; Mailing address: Kitchener Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 25040, SDM Hiway Centre Postal Outlet, 
Kitchener, ON, N2A 4A5; Hugh Pitcher 
519-699-5263 or Julian Smith 519-742-8626.

LONDON: 1750 Huron St., N5V 3A2; 
(519) 455-6730; Sun. 9:30, 11; Call for mid-week 
opportunities. Harold Byne, ev., 645-0575; 
FAX 645-8088

LONDON (East): 380 Adelaide North, Tolpuddle 
Building Common Rm., entrance off of Adelaide at 
King St. S. Parking in Marshall Street Lot behind 
building. Sun: 9:45 a.m. Exhortation; 10:05 a.m. 
Bible Study; 11:00 Worship; Tuesday Afternoon at 
1 p.m. in Board Room. Brian V. Sullivan, evangelist 
905 892-6247 or bvsprchr@computan.on.ca Web 
site: http://www.computan.on.ca/~bvsprchr/ 

MEAFORD: 113 Nelson St.W. N4L 1G3; Sun. 9:45, 
11, 6; Wed. 7:30; Randy Morritt; (519) 538-1750; 
e-mail: meafordcofc@bmts.com..

MISSISSAUGA: Living Waters Christian 
Fellowship. Rody and Nancy Ostil; 2305 S Millway, 
Unit 108, Mississauga ON  L5L 3P8; Bible study 
and prayer every Thursday 7:30 pm.; Lord's supper 
offered on Sundays - call for time; 905-608-2508; 
cell - 647-887-7794.

NEWMARKET: 230 Davis Dr.; Sun. 9:45, 11:00, 
6:30; Wed. 7:30; Box 21581, L3Y 8J1; 
Nathan Pickard, ev.; 905-895-6502(off); 
e-mail-pickardnathan@hotmail.com

NIAGARA FALLS: 3901 Dorchester Rd. N., L2J 3A8, 
(905) 356-3412 (turn E. on Thorold Stone Rd. 
from Q.E. and left on Dorchester Rd.); Sun. 10:30, 
Wed. 7:30; Henry Boland, (905) 356-0107 and 
Darrin Douglas (905) 371-1581, evs.

NORTH BAY: 73 Gertrude St. E.; Sun. 10:30; Wed. 7; 
Box 745, P1B 8J8; (705) 472-7040 (off.); David Lock, 
ev. 78-345 Mulligan St. P1A 3S3; (705) 475-0911, 
e-mail: davidrlock@acncanada.net; 
WebSite: www.northbaycoc.com.

OMAGH: 1412 Britannia Road W. at 4th line, Milton, 
L9T 2X8; Sun. 10, 11; 7 pm at church building; c/o 
Harold Ellis, Sec., R.R. #3, Campbellville, L0P 1B0; 
Bryan Meneer, ev. (905) 383-5259; 875-2939 (off).

OTTAWA: 1515 Chomley Cres., K1G 0V9; Sun. 10, 
11, 6; Wed. 7; Robert MacRury, ev., 733-2580 (off); 
737-0701 (res.); www.churchofchrist.ca

OWEN SOUND: 835 10th Ave. E., Sun. 9:45, 11, 
6; Thurs. 7; Brian Thompson, ev., (519)376-6702 
(off.), 372-2155 (res.); email: <oscoc@bmts.com>

PETERBOROUGH: The Board Room., 
Parkway Place Mall Landsdowne St.W.
Sunday: 10 & 10:45 Mid-Week Study 
contact Peter McPherson at 705-742-5349 or 
Fred at 705-741-4031.

PINE ORCHARD: 16716 Warden Ave (just south of 
Vivian Rd.) 3 km east of Newmarket; Sun. 10, 11; 

(905) 953-9386. Mailing address: Bruce Brandon, 
Sec., RR 2, Uxbridge, L9P 1R2 (905) 852-5026

PORT COLBORNE: 700 Steele St., L3K 4Z2; 
Sun. 11, 10, 6:30; Wed. 6:30; (905) 834-5775 (off).
 
ST. CATHARINES: 439 Ontario St. N., L2N 4M9; 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30, 6; Wed. 7:30; Steve Cordle, ev.; 
(905) 934- 3862 (res); 935-9581 (off.); 
Email: cofc@mergetel.com; 
WebSite: churchofchrist.n3.net

ST. THOMAS: 60 S. Edgeware Rd. N5P 2H6; 
Sun. 10, 11; Wed. 7 Midweek meeting in homes. 
Call for location. (519)782-4902.

ST. THOMAS (Southside): 15 Hepburn Avenue, 
N5R 4J4, (519) 633-4180 Contact: David Langeman. 
Please call for times. email: dlangeman@rogers.com

SARNIA: 796 Errol Rd. E., N7V 2G7; Sun. 9:30, 
10:45, 6:30; Wed. 7; David H. Dunn, ev.; 
(519) 542-4108 (res); (519)-339-1161 (off); 
email: dhdunn@sympatico.ca

SAULT STE. MARIE (Eastside): 99 Melville Rd., 
P6A 5J6; Sun. 10, 11, 7; Wed. 7:00; 705-942-9283.

SAULT STE. MARIE (Pinehill): 132 Cunningham 
Rd., P6B 1N4; Sun. 9:30, 10:50; call for Sun. pm 
time; Wed. 7; Roger Lansdell, ev., (705) 256-1977 
(off/res), <r.s.lansdell@sympatico.ca>; 
Rob Whitfield, sec., (705) 949-7612, 
<rwhitfield@sympatico.ca>.

SELKIRK: 1/2 km. N. of village; Sun. 10, 11; 
Wed. 7:30 in homes; Box 13, N0A 1P0.

SMITHVILLE: 246 Station St. L0R 2A0; Sun. 10, 11, 
6; Wed. 7. Chris Nicholson, ev. (905) 957-6039

SOUTH RIVER: Jaspar St. S.; off Ottawa St. W.; 
Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7:00; Box 549, P0A 1X0; 
Jim Nicholson, ev. (705) 384-5215,
church bldg. (705) 386-2551.

STONEY CREEK: 105 King St. E., L8G 1L1; 
(905) 664-1130 (off.); Sun. 9:45, 11; Sun.; Wkdy 
evenings call for time and place; Darrell Buchanan, 
ev., (905) 643-7853 (res); Robert Priestnall, sec. 
email: emailus@sccoc.ca; website: www.sccoc.ca

STRATFORD: 478 Brunswick St.,N5A 3N6; Sunday 
Worship 10:00, Wed. Bible Study 7:30; voice mail 
(519) 273-5280; Larry Hoover (519) 271-9545; 
Paul Dale (519) 273-9063 
email: pauldeb.dale@sympatico.ca

SUDBURY: 2663 Bancroft Dr. P3B 1T7; 
Sun. 10, 11, 6; Wed. 7:00; Edward Klym (ev), 
705-560-3964, Wes Bailey, sec. 523-0933, 

SUNDRIDGE: Hwy. 11 N.; Sun. 10, 11; 
Wed. 7; P.O. Box 927, P0A 1Z0; (705) 384-5214, 
Steve May, ev. 384-0597.

THESSALON: 8 Albert St. off Hwy. 17; 
Sun. 10, 11, 7; Wed. 7:30; 
Guy Stopard, ev. 705-842-3340; 
Eric White, RR 2, P0R 1L0 (705) 842-6533.

THUNDER BAY: 501 Edward St. N. (at Redwood), 
P7C 4R1; Sun. 9:45, 11 (call for summer hours); 
Wed. call for information; Eric Bailey, ev. 
(807) 473-5353(res.), (807) 577-2213 (off.); 
email <ebailey@baynet.net>.

TILLSONBURG: 1 mi. N. on Hwy. 19; Sun. 9:30; 
Wed. 7:00; Box 331, N4G 4H8; 842-7118.

TINTERN: R.R. #1, 4359 Spring Creek Rd., Vineland, 
ON L0R 2C0; Sun. 11:15, 9:45, 6 
(call to confirm); Wed. 7:00; Jim Holston, ev. 
(905-563-6348 (res), 563-6311 (off).

TORONTO (Bayview Ave.): 1708 Bayview Ave., 
M4G 3C4 (1 block S. of Eglinton); Sun. 10, 11; Wed. 
7:30; Michael Hilborn, sec., mhilborn@rogers.com; 
63 Campbell Ave., M6P 3T9; (416) 489-7405 (off.).

TORONTO (Scarborough): Scarborough Y.M.C.A., 
230 Town Centre Court; Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m.; 
(Mailing Address: PO Box 47011, 300 Borough Dr., 
Scarborough, ON M1P 4Z7); Devon Bennett, ev., 
905-686-2486, cell: 416-522-6237, 
Fax: 905-686-0612; e-mail: 
devon.bennett@sympatico.ca

TORONTO (Harding Ave.): 47 Harding Ave., 
M6M 3A3; Sun. 10, 11, 7; Wed. 7; Dick Forsyth, ev., 
Beamsville, 563-7874; Aikins Wiredu, sec., 
242-8731

TORONTO (Strathmore Blvd.): 
346 Strathmore Blvd. M4C 1N3 (across from 
Coxwell subway station); 416-461-7406; Sun. 9:45, 
11, 6; Wed. 7; Marvin Johnson (416) 752-0325, 
Stephen Gill (416) 265-2496, Peter Dwomoh 
(416) 462-3616; Jean Volcy (416) 267-6820, 
Elders; Max Craddock, ev. (416) 461- 7406, e-mail 
<maxc@strathmorecofc.ca>; Fax (416) 424-1850; 
Santiago Molina (Spanish) (416) 751-6879, ev, 
website: www.strathmorecofc.ca

VANDELEUR: E. off Hwy #10 (2 km S. of Markdale) 
along Artemesia Township sideroad 10 7 km; Sun. 
10, 11; Ian Boyce, sec., R.R. #6, Markdale, N0C 
1H0; (519) 986-2143. Gordon Dennis, 
240 Elgin St. N., Box 274, Mount Forest, N0G 2L0; 
(519) 323-2424

WATERLOO: 470 Glenelm Cres., N2L 5C8; 
(519) 885-6330 (off); Sun, 9:30, 10:30, and 6:00 
(except 4th Sunday), Wed 7:30; Javier Cuarezma, 
ev. (519) 743-2587 (res); Bill Schwarz, ev. 
(519) 885-2938 (res).

WALKERTON: Victoria Jubilee Hall; 111 Jackson st.; 
Sun 10 a.m. and 11a.m.; Gregory Smith 
(519) 392-8128; Mailing- RR2 Teeswater, ON N0G 
2S0; email- gregory@gregorycnsmith.com

WELLAND: 72 Summit Ave., L3C 4G6; 11, 10, 
Wed 6:30 pm, call 905-732-2465 for alternate 
locations; David Steward, 834-5652; 
Harold Bruggen, ev. 732-2465

WEST MANITOULIN: Meets in homes, call ahead; 
Sun. 10:30. Mailing address: 10787 Hwy 540, 
R.R.1, Gore Bay, P0P 1H0. Contact Bill Baker 
705-282-2095 or Dieter Nollert 705-282-2908

WINDSOR (West Side): 2255 Totten St., N9B 1X6 
(E. of Huron Church Rd.); 254-6262 or 945-4851; 
Sun. 9:45, 11, 5:30; Wed. 7:30; Drew Chapados, ev., 
3713 Shinglecreek Crt., Windsor, N8W 5T8; 
(519) 250-4407; email: wsidecoc@wincom.net; 
wwwgeocities.com/wsidecoc.

 PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

MONTREAL (French): 2500 Charland, H1Z 1C5; 
Sun. 10:15, 11:00; Wed. 7:00 (Fr. class); 1st Sat. 
6:30 p.m. “Phoebe” women’s class; last Sat. 6:00 
youth meeting; Silvio Caddeo, ev., 387-6163 (off.); 
337-9344 (res.); email: <caddeo@sympatico.ca>.

MONTREAL (English/French/Ashante/Ghanian): 
598-5 th Avenue, Lachine; Sun. 10, 11, 6:30; 
Wed. 7:30 (English); Fri. 7 (French); PO Box 66 
Westmount Station, H3Z 2T1; (514) 606 8777.

MONTREAL (Verdun - English/French): 
503-5th Avenue, Verdun, QC H4G 2Z2; 
(514) 765-8919; English:  Sun 10, 11; Wed. 7; 
Michael Mazzalongo, ev. 514-766-4911; 
email: Mazzalongo@videotron.ca; 
website: www.verduncoc.org
French: Sun 11, 10; Wed. 7; Roger Saumur, ev. 
(450) 635-5105; email: rogersaumur@sympatico.ca  

PLESSISVILLE: Centre Communautaire, André Côté, 
CP21, G6L 2Y6; Sun. 6 & 7 pm; Yvon Beaudoin, 
(418)728-5240; email: ybeaudoin@oricom.ca.

QUEBEC CITY: 2980 Verteuil, Ste-Foy (corner 
Jean-Noel); Sun. 9:30, 10:30 (French); Wed. 19:30; 
C.P. 9041 Ste- Foy, G1V 4A8; Yvon Beaudoin, ev. 
(418) 728-5240; office 418-651-3664; 
email: ybeaudoin@oricom.ca.

 PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN

BENGOUGH: E. side Hwy. 34; Sun. 10:30, 11:15; 
Norman Kemp, Box 134, S0C 0K0; (306) 268-4522.

ESTEVAN: 1302 8th St., S4A 1H6; 634-3116; Sun. 
10, 11, 7; Wed. 7; Tim Pippus, ev., 634-8195, res.

GRAVELBOURG: 300-2nd Ave. E.; Sun. 10:30, 
Box 507, S0H 1X0; Wendell Bailey, ev 
(306) 648-3435; Marvin Bandura, Sec. 648-3629

HORSE CREEK: Sun. 10:30 (May-Nov.); 11 
(Dec.-Apr.); Lonnie Goodwin, Box 58, McCord, S0H 
2T0; (306) 478-2516.

LLOYDMINSTER: 56 Ave. and 47 St., Box 88, 
S9V 0X9; Sun. 9:30, 10:30; Rolland Bouchard, ev.; 
(780) 875-4056; email: lloydcoc@telus.net

MOOSE JAW: 901 James St. S6H 3H5; 
Sun. 10, 11, 2; Wed. 7:30 (CST); 
(306) 693-4064 (off.).

PRINCE ALBERT: 264-23rd St. W., S6V 4L6; 
Sun. 10, 11; 763-3057 (off.); Dean Hotchkiss, ev. 
(306) 763-2218. Contact Bob Jenkins, 764-6187

RADVILLE: in private Residence at (810 Mann Ave.); 
Richard Thue, sec., Box 532, S0C 2G0; 
(306) 869-3103 (res.).

REGINA: Glen Elm, 1825 Rothwell St. S4N 2C3; 
(306) 757-1825; FAX 757-5727; Please call for 
times; Ray McMillan, senior min., 949-0969

SASKATOON: Sunday, coffee & fellowship 9:30, 
Worship 10, Wed. 7; Phone for summer schedule; 
Office: 343-7922; Bob Parker, ev, 343-7884; 
Outreach: Bernard Krogsgaard 373-3651; 
location & mail, 134 Cardinal Cres. S7L 6H6; 
Fax: 343-1589; e-mail: stooncofcoffice@sasktel.net

SWIFT CURRENT: 400 2nd Ave. S.E., S9H 3J6; 
Sun. 10, 11; Wed. 6:30; Susan Eidem, sec., 
306-773-9043.

WAWOTA: Hwy. 48 W. of town; Box 454, S0G 5A0;  
Sun. 10; Mid-week call; Brent Olson, minister, 
306-577-4992 or contact Cam Husband, 
306-538-4585.

WEYBURN: 1115 First Ave. NE (Hwy. 13E), 
S4H 0N2; Sun. 9:30, 10:30, 7; Wed. 7; Scott Wade, 
ev., (306) 842-6424 (off); (306) 848-2032 (res).

YORKTON: 550 Parkview Rd., S3N 2L7; Sun. 11:00; 
contact Garth Ennis (306) 728-3369.
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